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          9th September 2020 

 

Agenda item XX: Proposal from Stuart Todd for Braunton Neighbourhood Plan Support  

 
Council action sought:  

1) Approval to spend £630 in respect of Proposal’s PART A – Parish Council Funded Elements  
 

2) Agreement to progress Proposal’s PART B – Grant Funded elements 
 

Context: 

In August 2019, the Steering Group Secretary was tasked with identifying suitable providers of skills 

development for members of the Braunton Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

Budget of £1000 for this activity was agreed/adopted by the Parish Council at their meeting 9 December 

2019. 

 

Several development options have been considered but not taken forward. 

 

In mid – May 2020 Tracey Lovell - Parish Clerk informed Sue Prosper – Steering Group Secretary of a free 

webinar being held 27th May 2020 by Stuart Todd Associates Ltd for Parish Councils about Neighbourhood 

Planning.  

 

Following the webinar Sue contacted Tracey to discuss the possibility of using Stuart Todd Associates Ltd 

in respect of skills development. Tracey set up an exploratory call with Stuart Todd and then a follow up to 

finalise the proposal brief in early June. 

 

Proposal Brief: 

The May webinar had provided a useful benchmark against which to gauge Braunton Parish Council’s 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group’s skill profile and its approach in development of its Neighbourhood 

Plan. 

As a Steering Group there is an understanding of what a Neighbourhood Plan is, its relationship to the 

Local Plan and fit with the NPPF. The approach that the Steering Group has taken in developing its Plan to 

date accord with the best practice outlined in the webinar.  

Yet despite this the Steering Group appears to have lost momentum.  

Stuart Todd Associates have been requested to facilitate a restart workshop that would take place ahead of 

new round of public consultations that the Steering Group wish to undertake ( the purpose of which is to 

recheck findings of initial public consultations held in 2017 and identify any gaps).   

 

The fee for this activity described in PART A is £630.00 (inc VAT) which is well within the agreed 2020/21 

budget.  

   

Response timeline:  

The fee proposal is valid for 3 months from date of issue. However as confirmed by mail exchange between 

Stuart Todd, Tracey Lovell and Sue Prosper at end of July there is an extension on this date of four weeks. 

This agreement is in recognition of the non availability of Sue Prosper and Tracey Lovell to progress 

proposal with Parish Council through June and July.  
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Next steps: 

Upon approval of PART A and agreement to PART B the Parish Council, preparation for the workshop can 

be made and application for grant funding be initiated.  

 

Sue Prosper 

Secretary 

Steering Group 

Braunton Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

 


