
 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM X: Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Update to Parish Council meeting 23rd 

August 2021 

 

1. The third critical review workshop took place in respect of Economy policies within the 

Neighbourhood Plan. This session was led by Stuart Todd who talked through his review 

feedback, with opportunity for questions, clarification of planning policy consideration and 

discussion.  

 

2. As previous review sessions is further work to be done in gathering evidence to justify the 

why of policies. It was also made clear that as the policies refer to the intended Parish 

Economy Plan this is a document that has to be progressed by the Parish Council otherwise 

a revision of economic section will be required. 

 

3. Drafting of the Parish Character Assessment is nearly complete. 

 

4. Following the July kick-off meeting with AECOM consultants the visit to the Parish for a 

walk round took place at beginning of August. TL/SP had a wash up session with the 

AECOM consultant following the walk around. Headline feedback was that the parish with 

its undulating countryside and hills with long views to the coast, wide views over the village 

has a very open and green feel to it. There was then a discussion as to what was actually 

wanted – design guide for building or village centre streetscape. It was agreed that a 

Design Guide was a better fit for this funding application and that a further request would 

be made for a MasterPlan document that would support the Built Environment theme and 

the intended Parish Economy Plan. TL to make a funding application for this additional 

technical document. 

AECOM intend to have draft of Design Guide which will address things such as building 

lines, roof lines, plot size and materials by end of October.    

 

5. Housing numbers – The numbers provided to the Parish by NDC are in respect of 

affordable rental tenure only. NDC and North Devon Homes are unable to advise how many 

of these have a link to the parish as this is not ascertained until the point of allocating a 

dwelling to applicants. It is becoming increasingly clear that a key piece of evidence 

required by Parish Council is the Housing Needs Survey. North Devon District and North 

Devon Housing continue to maintain their stance that the Parish Council do not need to do 

a housing needs survey and should use the HEDNA May 2016 that was done for North 

Devon and Torridge. TL/SP will now approach Locality to see if this is a service they provide 

so that the Parish can establish their own independent source of this information as advised 

by Stuart Todd. 

 



 

 

6. Next steps 

• Finalise draft of Housing policies and send to Stuart Todd ahead of next 

critical review session 27/08/21 – SP/CH 

• Complete character assessments for Braunton Parish – SP/SR/CH 

• Presentation to Parish Council of proposal for Economy Plan – DR/MS 

 

7. Parish Council are asked to note that there will be no Steering Group report in September 

as project paused due to holidays. 

 

Sue Prosper 

Secretary  

Braunton Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

 

 


