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1.0 Introduction 

 
1.1 This screening report is designed to determine whether or not the contents of the 

Braunton Parish Draft Neighbourhood Plan (NP) requires a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and 
associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 
It also includes an assessment of whether a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
in accordance with Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC would be 
required. Under EU regulations the legal requirement for SEA/HRA depends on the 
content of the plan. 

 
1.2 The NP is being prepared, to set out the vision for the Braunton Parish area and the 

planning policies for use and development of land within the Neighbourhood area. 
 

1.3 Braunton Parish is located within the North Devon Downland and Taw-Torridge 
Estuary landscapes. The Parish has a recorded population of 8,326. Its principal 
settlement is the village of Braunton located some 5 miles west of Barnstaple. The 
village of Knowle lies approximately 1 mile to the north. The Parish also contains the 
hamlets of Saunton, Lobb, Nethercott, Winsham, Lobb, Halsinger, Boode and 
Pippacott. 

 
1.4 Braunton Parish covers an area of 46.63km (18 sq. miles) with a Parish boundary 

perimeter of 45.85 kilometres (28.5 miles). Braunton parish is bordered on its western 
edge by Braunton Burrows and Saunton Sands. Its northern boundary runs from the 
seaward tip of Saunton Down, eastwards through Lobb, above Nethercott and 
towards West Down, where it encompasses Fullabrook Down. Running from this 
north-easterly extremity, the eastern parish boundary descends towards Ashford but 
turns west to exclude Heanton Punchardon, which lies just to the south. The 
boundary proceeds in a south-westerly direction, skirting Braunton Marshes, to meet 
the Taw Torridge Estuary. It goes on to encircle Crow Point at the southern-most tip 
of Saunton Sands and the Burrows. 

 

1.5 The designated area covered by the NP includes Braunton which, although classified 
as a village, is one of the larger settlements in northern Devon and is an important 
local service centre providing a range of retail, education, health and community 
facilities and employment opportunities. The Local Plan includes two strategic 
extensions to the south-east of Braunton and Wrafton (as part of the provision of new 
site allocations) to accommodate approximately 370 new family dwellings and 
serviced employment land plus land. Knowle is identified in the Local Plan as a 
Village settlement with a single residential allocation for 20 dwellings. 

 
1.6 Local Plan Policy seeks to deliver the growth of Braunton, Wrafton and Knowle, 

whilst protecting the high quality landscape around the villages and their separate 
identities while making use of previously developed land. Development will facilitate 
improved access to employment opportunities, key services and facilities as well as 
meeting housing needs. This will strengthen Braunton’s existing role as a local 
service centre for shopping, employment, recreation and cultural facilities, whilst 
providing services and facilities for rural communities and tourists along the west 
coast. Existing flood risks will be addressed through enhancement of existing flood 
defences, including through the surface water management plan. 

 
1.7 The villages are surrounded by hills to the north and east. Braunton Great Field, 

Braunton Marsh and Braunton Burrows are situated to the south and west and 
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provide a more open landscape setting towards the mouth of the Taw estuary. 
Braunton Great Field is one of the few open field systems remaining nationally that 
retains its medieval character of strip cultivation. The South West Coast Path and 
Tarka Trail provide good sustainable travel options towards Barnstaple and beyond. 
The North Devon Coast Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty surrounds the village of 
Braunton to the north and west. Braunton Burrows Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC) is 3 kilometres (approximately 1.8 miles) west of Braunton village centre, and 
is also designated by UNESCO as the core of a Biosphere Reserve, the only new 
style Biosphere Reserve in England. 

 

1.8 The Parish has a number of historic buildings, especially in the centre of Braunton 
and around the Parish Church, which are included within a large conservation area 
that covers around 23 hectares and includes 40 listed buildings. There are a number 
of listed linhays on Braunton Marsh. 

 

1.9 Although outside of the Parish, Perrigo in Wrafton is a well-established major 
employer specialising in pharmaceuticals and RMB Chivenor provides a high 
proportion of defence related jobs, helping to support local shops and services within 
the wider area. The tourism sector (accommodation, shops and restaurants) and 
retail trade are also very important to the local economy. However, there is limited 
employment land within the Parish with substantial commuting to Barnstaple and 
Ilfracombe. Unemployment rates are amongst the lowest in northern Devon and 
average household incomes are amongst the highest, particularly in the East Ward. 

 
1.10 The NP is being prepared in the context of the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan 

2011-2031. The Local Plan was formally adopted by the Council in October 2018. 
The Development Plan for the area will comprise both the North Devon and Torridge 
Local Plan and when adopted the NP, and will be used to help determine planning 
applications and appeals. 

 

1.11 The draft NP considers the following: 
 

a) Recognise the quality and status afforded national and international designations; 
b) Protect, maintain and actively promote biodiversity and the habitats critical to 

wildlife; 
c) Protect and enhance the local environment for the enjoyment of residents and 

visitors and connect people to the environment with footpaths and cycleways; 
d) Support the Nature Recovery Network by protecting and promoting core and other 

important nature areas, priority areas for habitat creation and nature recovery 
areas; 

e) Ensure that the built environment of the Parish is resilient to climate change; 
f) New development adheres to strict policies which align with residents’ protection 

of their natural environment, the Parish’s heritage and their strong sense of place; 
g) Community facilities providing the services and amenities necessary for local 

people enhance the quality of life in the parish; 
h) Pedestrian networks improved with new walking and cycling routes to key 

services, between neighbourhoods and to open countryside; 
i) Adoption of small-scale renewable energy generation; 
j) Residents with local connections can access housing, particularly rental 

properties, at a cost that is commensurate with local incomes; 
k) New developments will reflect the rural feel of the Parish with designs that are in 

sympathy with their setting; 
l) Types and tenure of dwellings will meet the requirements of all sectors of the 

community; 
m) Permanent residency occupancy for all new open market houses; 
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n) Support the Braunton Parish Action Plan providing employment, retail and 
hospitality for residents and visitors throughout the year. 

 

1.12 The draft NP does not directly allocate land for development, but it provides local 
guidance on how applications for development in the plan area should be 
determined. Land within and adjacent to the development boundaries of the NP as 
defined within the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan will support new housing 
where it provides permanent residential occupation only. Principal Residence is 
defined as homes occupied as the residents’ sole or main residence, where the 
residents spend the majority of their time when not working away from home. 

 

1.13 Affordable housing proposals will be supported where the affordable housing is 
provided in perpetuity, through a Community Land Trust, section 106 agreements, 
other community housing scheme or Registered Provider which retains stock for the 
benefit of the local community at an accessible cost. Community housing schemes 
which provide and retain local affordable housing for the benefit of local people in 
need will be supported. 

 
1.14 The draft NP will soon be undergoing a pre-submission consultation after this 

screening assessment has been completed. Providing there are no significant 
changes to the proposals and the policies of the current draft NP, this screening 
assessment will satisfy the requirements to accompany the final submission of the 
NP. 

 
 

2.0 Legislative Background 

 
2.1 Establishing whether a neighbourhood plan requires an environmental assessment is 

a legal requirement and forms part of the neighbourhood planning process. 
Neighbourhood plans are required to be tested against and meet a number of ‘basic 
conditions’ set out in the Localism Act 2011. One of the conditions is whether the 
Neighbourhood Plan is compatible with European Union obligations, including those 
under the SEA Directive and Habitats Directive. Neighbourhood Plans in England 
require Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) if their effects are likely to be 
significant, or if the plan requires appropriate assessment under Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA). While screening for SEA and HRA is a parallel process both are 
integrated here into one report. 

 

2.2 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal 
legislation is European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by 
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA 
Regulations. Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the Government 
publication ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ 
(ODPM 2005). 

 
2.3 Neighbourhood plans are not required to undertake the type of sustainability 

appraisal required for a Local Plan. However, NPs may require a SEA in accordance 
with the SEA Directive. This was transposed into English law by the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 or the ‘SEA Regulations’. 
Regulation 9 sets out the requirements to assess (screen) the plan, and includes a 
requirement to consult the environmental assessment consultation bodies. 

 
2.4 The Local Plan was subject to comprehensive Sustainability Appraisal (SA) including 

SEA, which has considered the significant environmental, economic and social 
effects of the Local Plan for the Districts. A neighbourhood plan might require SEA if 
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1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to 

 the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other activities, 
either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by allocating resources, 

it is likely to have significant environmental effects that have not already been 
considered and dealt with through a SA of the Local Plan. The SA Report that 
accompanied the Local Plan to Examination can be found at 
http://consult.torridge.gov.uk/file/3973508 

 

2.5 National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) advises that in some limited 
circumstances, where a neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant 
environmental effects, it may require a SEA. Potential triggers may be: 

 

 a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development; 

 the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be 
affected by the proposals in the plan; 

 the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects that 
have not already been considered and dealt with through a sustainability 
appraisal of the Local Plan. 

 
2.6 The Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC is another key obligation and requires that any 

plan or project likely to have a significant effect on a European Site must be subject 
to an ‘appropriate assessment,’ in addition to screening. The effectiveness of 
measures to mitigate the impact of the plan, on sites protected by the Habitats 
Directive, should also be tested through full appropriate assessment. 

 
2.7 The Habitats Directive was transposed into English law by the ‘Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations (as amended) 2012’ or ‘Habitats Regulations’. 
HRA is the screening assessment (Reg 106(1)) of the likely effects, or impacts, of a 
land use proposal against the conservation objectives of European sites; and 
considers whether or not a proposal (alone or in combination) is likely to be 
significant. 

 

2.8 European sites in North Devon include Special Areas of Conservation (SACs). The 
HRA submitted alongside the Local Plan to Examination can be found at 
http://consult.torridge.gov.uk/file/3973549. A HRA is required for all plans and 
projects which are not directly connected with or necessary to the conservation 
management of a European site’s qualifying features. This also requires screening as 
a first step to ascertain whether a plan is likely to have significant adverse effects on 
the integrity of ‘European’ sites. 

 
2.9 This report therefore includes screening for SEA and HRA and uses the SEA criteria 

and the European Site Citations and Conservation Objectives/Site Improvement 
Plans to establish whether a full assessment is needed. 

 

2.10 The report is also informed by the guidance document Screening Neighbourhood 
Plans for Strategic Environmental Assessment, a Neighbourhood Planning Toolkit 
produced by Locality. 

 
 

3.0 Criteria for Assessing the Effects of the Neighbourhood Plan 
 

3.1 The criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5) 
Directive 2001/42/EC are set out in SCHEDULE 1 Regulations 9(2)(a) and 10(4)(a): 

 

http://consult.torridge.gov.uk/file/3973508
http://consult.torridge.gov.uk/file/3973549
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 the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes including 
those in a hierarchy,

 the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental considerations in 
particular with a view to promoting sustainable development,

 environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme,

 the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community legislation on the 
environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste-management or water protection).

 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, to 

 the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects,

 the cumulative nature of the effects,

 the transboundary nature of the effects,

 the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents),

 the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the population likely 
to be affected),

 the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:

 special natural characteristics or cultural heritage,

 exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values,

 intensive land-use,

 the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or international 
protection status.

Annex II of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC 
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4.0 Neighbourhood Plan Screening Assessment 
 

4.1 Screening is ‘Stage A’ of the SEA process outlined in the Governments’ National 

Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG), and should be undertaken as early as possible 

in the neighbourhood plan process. The National Planning Policy Guidance provides 

guidance on when an SEA might be required: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/580028/sea2_033_20150209_fixed. 

pdf. 

 
 

 

4.2 Where the neighbourhood plan falls within the scope of the SEA Regulations, a 
determination under Regulation 9 is then required. Regulation 9 requires that the 
responsible authority shall determine whether or not a plan is likely to have significant 
effects and a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 (Annex II) to the 
SEA Regulations, and b) consult the environmental consultation bodies (Historic 
England, Natural England, Environment Agency). Where a neighbourhood plan is 
likely to have a significant effect on the environment an SEA (full environmental 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/580028/sea2_033_20150209_fixed.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/580028/sea2_033_20150209_fixed.pdf
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report) must be carried out; and where the plan is unlikely to do so, and does not 
require an SEA, there should be a ‘statement of reasons’ or opinion for the 
determination. 

 
4.3 An SEA would also be necessary if the plan requires appropriate assessment under 

(HRA. The overall purpose of HRA is to conclude whether or not a proposal or policy 
or whole Plan would adversely affect the integrity of the site in question. Screening is 
‘Stage 1’ of the HRA process, followed, if necessary, by an Appropriate Assessment. 
Under the Habitats Regulation 106 an assessment of the ‘likely significant effects’ of 
the Plan is the first step to be required. 

 

4.4 The first step is to consider which European site or sites could be affected by the 
Plan. Policies within the NP will be screened, using assumptions from the Local Plan 
HRA, both in relation to how likely significant effects may result from the NP, and on 
a proximity basis. The screening assessment will need to consider physical damage, 
pollution, recreational pressure, water quantity and quality. 

 

Will the neighbourhood plan allocate sites for development? 
 

4.5 The draft version of the NP does not allocate sites for development. 
 

Does the neighbourhood area contain sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be 
affected by the proposals in the plan? 

 
4.6 In the context of the most sensitive assets within and in the vicinity of the 

NP area the following have been identified: 

 Braunton Burrows Special Area of Conservation (SAC) (core area of the North 
Devon Biosphere Reserve) 

 Braunton Burrows, Braunton Swanpool, Greenways and Freshways, Taw 
Torridge, Chapel Hill, Caen Valley Bats SSSI 

 North Devon Coast AONB and Heritage Coast designations cover the coastal 
area to the west of Braunton. 

 Conservation Areas in Braunton 

 Listed Buildings throughout the NP area including within the settlements of 
Braunton, Knowle, Saunton, Nethercott and Boode 

 County Wildlife Sites to the north and east of Braunton, Horsey Island to the 
south and Pippacott Wood in the east. 

 Agricultural land in the NP area is classified mostly as Grade 3 and 4 although 
areas of Grade 2 to the west of Braunton. 

 Flood Zone 2 and 3 along the local watercourse affecting Braunton and the 
coastal and estuarine areas to the south. 

 Bideford to Foreland Point Marine Conservation Zone seaward from the high 
water mark 

 

Is the neighbourhood plan likely to have significant environmental effects that have 
not already been considered and dealt with through the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) 
of the Local Plan? 

 
4.7 The NP is more focused on local detail than the Local Plan and therefore does not 

introduce issues beyond that considered by the SA of the Local Plan. 
 

4.8 The potential environmental effects which may arise as a result of the NP and if they 
are likely to be significant, are grouped by the SEA ‘topics’ as suggested by Annex 
I(f) of the SEA Directive. 
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Biodiversity, flora and fauna, soil, water, air 
 

4.9 The Braunton Burrows Special Area of Conservation (SAC) lies within the NP area. 
Braunton Burrows is one of the largest dune sites in the UK and is of particular 
importance because it is virtually intact and still active. The SAC contains a 
substantial area of mobile dune vegetation, species-rich calcareous dune grassland 
and dunes with Salix repens ssp. Argentea. The SAC also contains a large 
population (around 3000 thalli) of petalwort Petalophyllum ralfsii. 

 

4.10 The entire NP area falls within SSSI Impact Risk Zones, where a location nearest the 
SSSI would require consultation with Natural England on the likely effects of a 
planning application. Due to the lack of allocations in the NP, and only indirect 
potential for more small-scale development in general conformity with the Local Plan, 
the NP is considered unlikely to lead to additional pressures on the SSSIs. 

 
4.11 There are extensive areas of Flood zone 2 and 3 within the NP area and in particular 

within the development boundary of Braunton and across Braunton Marshes to the 
south. The River Caen and its tributaries runs from the North of Knowle, through the 
centre of Braunton where it meets Knowl Water before joining the Taw Torridge 
Estuary. 

 

4.12 There are five County Wildlife Sites (CWS) in close proximity to the development 
boundary of Braunton, West Hill Beacon, Chapel Hill Wood, Chapel Hill Paddock, 
Braunton Down Quarry and East Hill. Two further CWS at Horsey Island to the south 
and Pippacott Wood in the east. 

 
4.13 Braunton has a designated air quality management area which incorporates the area 

encompassing the B3231 in between the junction known as "The Square" in the 
middle of the village, and the Village Green. This Area is designated in relation to a 
likely breach of the nitrogen dioxide (annual mean). 

 

4.14 There are pockets of Grade 2 agricultural land within the NP area. However no land 
has been allocated for development therefore there is unlikely to be a direct loss of 
the high quality agricultural land. 

 
4.15 The NP itself does not directly allocate sites for housing or employment, and any 

facilitation of development is considered to be minimal, inconformity with the Local 
Plan and therefore unlikely to be significant in terms of the SEA Directive. 

 

Landscape; cultural heritage 
 

4.16 The NP seeks to support local design and protect local landscape and historic 
character. 

 

4.17 There is a Conservation Area and listed buildings within Braunton. The Great Field to 
the west of Braunton is a medieval open strip field systems believed to date back the 
1200s. Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) to the west of Knowle village.  There 
are no features identified within the Heritage at Risk register. 

 

4.18 A large proportion of the NP area to the west is within the North Devon Coast AONB. 
The draft NP contains policies which seek to protect the AONB and the outstanding 
landscapes of the parish. 



Braunton Parish Draft Neighbourhood Plan (September 2022 version) 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening Report 

[11] 

 

 

4.19 The NP does not directly allocate sites for housing or employment, and any 
facilitation of development is considered to be minimal, and therefore unlikely to be 
significant in terms of the SEA Directive. 

 

Climatic change; human health; population 
 

4.20 The plan seeks to add to the quality of life and potential benefits for residents’ health 
and well-being. No allocations are proposed to increase population pressure and 
although there may be some small scale development, these are considered unlikely 
to be significant effects in terms of SEA. 

 

Material assets 
 

4.21 Any potential increases in waste as result of development or an increase in tourism 
within the area are likely to be limited due to the lack of proposed allocations through 
the NP. 

 

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening 
 

4.22 The HRA must determine if the Plan is, either alone or in combination with other 
relevant projects and plans, likely to result in a significant effect upon European 
sites? The table below appraises the potential effects of the NP which could 
significantly affect European sites within or with a pathway of impact from the NP. 
The precautionary principle must be used when assessing whether adverse effects 
are significant. 

 
4.23 The North Devon and Torridge Local Plan was subject to HRA which assessed the 

potential for Likely Significant Effects (LSE) as a result of any policies or sites. The 
HRA/AA Report established whether there was the potential for any adverse effect 
on identified European Sites (N2k sites) as a result of implementing the policies in 
the joint Local Plan. The HRA Screening process concluded that due to the locations 
of northern Devon’s SACs in relation to the spatial distribution of proposed 
development there are no individual Local Plan led developments or site allocations 
which will lead to an LSE on any European Site. 

 

4.24 The Screening assessment was unable to conclude that there would not be a LSE as 
a result of the overall quantum of development and the subsequent rise in population 
totals across northern Devon over the entire Plan period to 2031. The overall level 
of Local Plan led residential and commercial development has the potential to 
lead to secondary and in-direct effects which cannot be attributed to any individual 
site or its proximity to a SAC. These potential LSEs would occur as a result of the 
Plan alone and are not considered to be significantly affected by any in-combination 
effects with other plans or programmes. 

 

4.25 The HRA considers the potential for significant adverse effects on the integrity of 
Braunton Burrows SAC through increased visitor disturbance, and on the Culm 
Grassland SAC through increased traffic on the A361 and subsequent changes in air 
quality. An LSE would only occur as a result of the growth in population of northern 
Devon over the Plan period as dictated by Policy ST07: Scale and Distribution of 
New Development in Northern Devon. Policy ST07 guides the overall quantum of 
housing and associated employment, community and infrastructure provision and will 
potentially lead to a rise in population, long-term traffic growth and an increase in 
recreational pressures. 
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4.26 North Devon and Torridge Councils commissioned a technical assessment of air 
quality at the Culm SAC which concluded that projected increases in traffic and 
vehicle related emissions resulting from Local Plan led development would not have 
a significant effect on site integrity. Therefore no further assessment is deemed 
necessary and potential impacts on the Culm SAC arising from the NP are screened 
out. 

 
4.27 Assessment was also undertaken to determine the potential impacts of rising visitor 

numbers at Braunton Burrows SAC. The assessment concluded that Local Plan led 
development would likely result in further detrimental impacts on site integrity and 
that a mitigation strategy would be necessary to manage future visitor impacts. A 
series of visitor surveys have informed the identification of a Zone of Influence (ZOI) 
from within which any future development is required to contribute towards 
mitigation measures within the SAC. Implementation of the strategic Braunton 
Burrows SAC Visitor Mitigation Strategy will ensure current and future development 
within the ZOI will not result in detriment to the habitat quality or site integrity. 

 

4.28 The NP must be screened to determine whether further Appropriate Assessment is 
required under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. 

 
Physical damage / loss of habitat 

 The NP does not promote allocations in or adjacent to Braunton Burrows SAC and no growth is 
proposed beyond that allocated in the Local Plan. 

Changes in levels pollution 

 Some development is possible within the NP area although it is unlikely to lead to a significant increase 
in emissions from vehicular traffic or industrial (employment) as there are no direct housing or 
employment allocations beyond that contained in the Local Plan. 

Recreational pressures 

 The NP contains some support for appropriate tourism provision, but is unlikely to contribute to 
significant increases in visitors beyond that facilitated by Local Plan policy. 

 The NP does not facilitate new housing or transport infrastructure which would result in increased 
population pressure locally. 

Water quantity and quality 

 The NP does not allocate housing or employment uses and therefore potential impacts on water 
demand or groundwater water quality are not anticipated. 

 
 

European 
Site 

Qualifying Features Conservation 
Objectives 

Pathways of 
impact 

Likely 
Significant 
Effect 

Screen in 
or out? 

Braunton 
Burrows 
SAC 

Mudflats and 
sandflats not covered 
by seawater at low 
tide; 

 
Intertidal mudflats 
and sandflats 

 

Shifting dunes along 
the shoreline with 
Ammophila arenaria 
("white dunes"); 

 
Shifting dunes with 
marram 

 

Fixed dunes with 
herbaceous 
vegetation ("grey 
dunes"); Dune 
grassland * 

Maintain and restore; 
 

The extent and 
distribution of qualifying 
natural habitats and 
habitats of qualifying 
species 

 

The structure and 
function (including typical 
species) of qualifying 
natural habitats 

 
The structure and 
function of the habitats of 
qualifying species 

 

The supporting 
processes on which 
qualifying natural 
habitats and the habitats 
of qualifying species rely 

Minimal 
effects - no 
direct 
allocations so 
unlikely to 
lead to 
additional 
pressures on 
the SAC. 

 
Activities 
unlikely to 
cause air or 
other 
pollution, 
cause 
disturbance 
and/or 
physical loss 
or damage to 
habitat. 

The NP does 
not directly 
propose 
development, 
therefore 
unlikely that 
any effects 
will occur 
above that 
already 
considered 
within the 
Local Plan 
HRA/AA 

 

All residential 
and tourism 
development 
within the 
Braunton 
Burrows SAC 
Zone of 

OUT - The 

NDP does 
not propose 
or facilitate 
development 
which could 
significantly 
affect the 
SAC 



Braunton Parish Draft Neighbourhood Plan (September 2022 version) 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) & Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening Report 

[13] 

 

 

 

 Dunes with Salix 
repens ssp. argentea 
(Salicion arenariae); 

 

Dunes with creeping 
willow 

 
Humid dune slacks 
Petalophyllum ralfsii; 
Petalwort□ 

 

The populations of 
qualifying species, and, 

 
The distribution of 
qualifying species within 
the site. 

An increases 
in visitor 
pressure in 
combination 
with Local 
Plan wide 
development 

Influence is 
required to 
contribute 
towards the 
Local Plan 
strategic 
visitor 
mitigation 
strategy 

 

 

4.29 The NP does not propose specific development beyond that allocated in the Local 
Plan which already contains Local Plan Policy ST14: Enhancing Environmental 
Assets and Policy DM08: Biodiversity and Geodiversity. Development within the NP 
area must be in general conformity with the adopted Local Plan. 

 

4.30 As a result of the assessment above, it is considered unlikely that any significant 
environmental effects will occur from the implementation of the draft NP that 
were not considered and dealt with by the HRA/AA carried out on the Local Plan. As 
such the draft NP does not require any further HRA work to be undertaken. 

 

Is An SEA Screening Opinion Required? 

4.31 The following diagram sets out how the SEA Directive should be applied and 

establishes the framework for the screening assessment in 4.32 
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4.32 The table below shows the screening assessment of whether the NP will require a 
full SEA. 

 

Table 1: Screening Assessment 

Stage Y/N Reason 

1. Is the PP (plan or programme) 
subject to preparation and/or adoption 
by a national, regional or local authority 
OR prepared by an authority for 
adoption through a legislative 
procedure by Parliament or 
Government? (Art. 2(a)) 

Y The NP will be ‘made’ by North Devon District Council 
as the Local Authority. The NP is prepared by the 
relevant Qualifying Body – Braunton Parish Council. 
The NP is adopted through a legislative procedure 
and supports the implementation of the Local Plan. 

2. Is the PP required by legislative, 
regulatory or administrative provisions? 
(Art. 2(a)) 

N The NP is an optional plan and not a requirement 
according to the Localism Act 2011. The requirement 
for a NP to have an SEA depends on its content and 
therefore it is necessary to screen the likely significant 
environmental effects of the NP in line with the SEA 
Regulations 
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3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste management, water 
management, telecommunications, 
tourism, town and country planning or 
land use, AND does it set a framework 
for future development consent of 
projects in Annexes I and II to the EIA 
Directive? (Art 3.2(a)) 

N The NP is prepared for town and country planning 
purposes, but it does not set a framework for future 
development consent of projects in Annexes I and II 
to the EIA Directive (Art 3.2 (a)) 

4. Will the PP, in view of its likely effect 
on sites, require an assessment for 
future development under Article 6 or 7 
of the Habitats Directive? 
(Art. 3.2 (b)) 

N A HRA for North Devon and Torridge District was 
prepared for the Local Plan process. The HRA 
Screening conclusions for the Local Plan were that 
the overall cumulative effect of residential 
development across the Plan area may result in 
significant effects on European Sites. These were 
considered further in Appropriate Assessment (AA). 
Of the European Sites assessed in the HRA/AA 
Report only Braunton Burows SAC is in within the NP 
area. A strategic mitigation plan for visitor impacts on 
Braunton Burrows SAC is being developed and 
developer contributions are already being sought for 
all residential development within the identified Zone 
of Influence. As the levels of development supported 
by the NP are minimal and already considered under 
the Local Plan HRA/AA, it is unlikely that a further 
HRA/AA is needed. It is considered that the NP will 
not affect the Braunton Burrows SAC beyond the 
impacts identified in the Local Plan HRA. Therefore 
further Appropriate Assessment is not considered to 
be required for the NP. 

5. Does the PP Determine the use of 
small areas at local level, OR is it a 
minor modification of a PP subject to 
Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3) 

Y The NP will apply to a wider area than a small area 
(like a building plan) but it is at local level. – ‘only 
requires SEA if it is likely to have significant effects’ 
(article 3 (3)). It is not a minor modification to an 
existing plan. 

6. Does the PP set the framework for 
future development consent of projects 
(not just projects in annexes to the EIA 
Directive)? (Art 3.4) 

Y An NP is (a framework) to be used in determining 
future planning applications, and once ‘made’ will 
form part of the statutory development plan. Local 
Plan allocations are a wider framework for the District 
including this area. The NP does not make allocations 
and so does not in this specific sense set a 
‘framework for future development consent’ or beyond 
those projects listed in the EIA Directive, but it does 
set a framework more generally. 

7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve the 
national defence or civil emergency, OR 
is it a financial or budget PP, OR is it 
co-financed by structural funds or 
EAGGF programmes 2000 to 2006/7? 
(Art 3.8, 3.9) 

N/A The (sole) purpose of the NP is not for any of those 
categories listed in Art 3.8,3.9. 

8. Is it likely to have a significant effect 
on the environment? (Art. 3.5) 

N The NP does not make any housing or employment 

allocations and as such there is no major level of 

proposed development to impact upon 
environmentally sensitive areas. It is considered there 
would be little or no impact on the nationally 
recognised designation of the AONB, SSSI, 
Conservation Areas, or to the risk of flooding within 
the Parish. The NP contains a European Natura 2000 
Site (SAC) although any potential impacts have been 
addressed under the Local Plan. 

 

More locally there are numerous County Wildlife Sites 
within the NP area. 

 
The NP has policies on design, and appropriate 
development within the Parish, which has already 
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  been identified for growth in the Local Plan. The NP 

refers to local guidance Braunton Neighbourhood 

Plan Area Design Codes and Guidelines and how 
applications for development in the plan area should 
be determined. The impact of any potential 
development (in general conformity with the Local 
Plan) with no direct allocations is therefore expected 
to be localised and minimal and therefore unlikely to 
be significant. 

 

4.33 Given the ‘Yes’ responses above, it is considered that the NP is within the scope of 
the SEA Regulations and a screening opinion is required. 

 

Assessment – Are there likely significant effects? 
 

4.34 Screening requirements set out in Regulation 9 and Schedule 1 of the SEA 
Regulations include two sets of characteristics for determining the likely significance 
of effects on the environment: 

 The characteristics of the Plan itself and 

 The characteristics of the effects, and of the area likely to be affected by the 
plan 

 
Table 2 likely significant effects 

SEA requirement Comments 

The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to: 

1. the degree to which the plan or 
programme sets a framework for 
projects and other activities, either with 
regard to the location, nature, size and 
operating conditions or by allocating 
resources 

The NP will set out the framework to be used to determine 
proposals for development within the Parish. The NPs focus 
regarding housing development is to provide policies to help 
inform the application of Local Plan policies. The NP policies 
include measures which seek to ensure that heritage assets, 
landscape character and community assets are protected and 
that future tourism and economic development is appropriately 
designed. The NP does not allocate land for development or 
propose development in excess of that allocated/identified 
within the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan. 

2. the degree to which the plan or 
programme influences other plans and 
programmes including those in a 
hierarchy 

The NP must be in general conformity with the National 
Planning Policy framework and the Local Plan and provides 
polices for the Parish area. None of the policies in the NP are 
likely to have a direct impact on other plans in neighbouring 
areas. 

3. the relevance of the plan or 
programme for the integration of 
environmental considerations in 
particular with a view to promoting 
sustainable development, 

A NP is required to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development. It is not specifically a plan for 
integrating environmental considerations. Any development 
must also be in accordance with the NPPF and in general 
conformity with the Local Plan. 

4. environmental problems relevant to 
the plan or programme, 

The NP does not allocate land for housing or employment 
use, therefore any adverse impact on the environment arising 
from the NP proposals is considered to be minimal and unlikely 
to be significant. There are no specific environmental problems 
that have not been assessed and considered through the Local 
Plan and its accompanying SA. 

5. the relevance of the plan or 
programme for the implementation of 
Community legislation on the 
environment (e.g. plans and 
programmes linked to waste- 
management or water protection). 

The NP is in general conformity with the Local Plan and other 
relevant plans and national policy. Therefore the 
implementation of community legislation on water protection or 
waste is not relevant to the NP. 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard in particular to: 

6. the probability, duration, frequency 
and reversibility of the effects, 

The NP does not provide for significant growth above the Local 
Plan Housing target. It is considered unlikely that proposals in 
the NP will lead to significant irreversible, long or short term or 
frequent adverse effects on the environment, as there is no 
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 direct allocation or change of use of land. 

 
The NP seeks to minimise the negative effects of any potential 
development and promote positive impacts to enhance and 
conserve. 

7. the cumulative nature of the effects, The NP does not seek to increase development rates above 
local need, or significantly above the requirements of the North 
Devon and Torridge Local Plan. Any cumulative impact of 
development within the NP area on the Braunton Burrows SAC 
is already considered within the strategic HRA/AA in support of 
the Local Plan. 

8. the transboundary nature of the 
effects, 

Effects will be local with limited effects on neighbouring areas 
as the proposals within the NP only apply to the designated 
area. 

9. the risks to human health or the 
environment (e.g. due to accidents), 

No risks have been identified. 

10. the magnitude and spatial extent of 
the effects (geographical area and size 
of the population likely to be affected), 

Braunton Parish covers an area of approximately 4663 
hectares. The 2019 census recorded a population of around 
8,326. The facilitation of development in the NP is 
considered to be minimal, and therefore unlikely to be 
significant in terms of the SEA Directive. 

 

No proposals will be large scale and extensive in terms of area 
or population size. The SAC, AONB and SSSI designations 
within the NP will not be subject to any specific development 
proposals 

11. the value and vulnerability of the 
area likely to be affected due to: 
-special natural characteristics or 
cultural heritage, 
- exceeded environmental quality 
standards or limit values, 
- intensive land-use, 

Braunton Burrows SAC https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012570 
 

Taw Torridge Estuary SSSI 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx? 
SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&respon 
siblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea= 

 
Braunton Burrows SSSI 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx? 
SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&respon 
siblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea= 

 

Braunton Swanpool SSSI 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx? 
SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&respon 
siblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea= 

 
Greenways and Freshways Braunton SSSI 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx? 
SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&respon 
siblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea= 

 

Chapel Hill SSSI 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx? 
SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&respon 
siblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea= 

 

Caen Valley Bats SSSI 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx? 
SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&respon 
siblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea= 

 

North Devon AONB https://www.northdevon- 
aonb.org.uk/about/management-plan-2019-2024 

 
Horsey Island CWS, West Hill Beacon CWS, Chapel Hill Wood 
CWS, Chapel Hill Paddock CWS, Braunton Down Quarry 
CWS, East Hill CWS, Pippascott Wood CWS. 
http://www.brauntonmarshdrainageboard.co.uk/_UserFiles/File 

https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0012570
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002990&SiteName=taw&countyCode=11&responsiblePerson&SeaArea&IFCAArea
https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/about/management-plan-2019-2024
https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/about/management-plan-2019-2024
http://www.brauntonmarshdrainageboard.co.uk/_UserFiles/Files/BAP/BMDB%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan.pdf
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 s/BAP/BMDB%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan.pdf 

 
Braunton Conservation Area 
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and- 
policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning- 
policy-supporting-documents/environment/conservation-area- 
character-appraisals/ 

 

Braunton Air Quality Management Area 
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/air- 
quality-management-and-monitoring/ 

12. the effects on areas or landscapes 
which have a recognised national, 
Community or international protection 
status. 

The NP area includes the entirety of Braunton Burrows 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/50927803 
42771712 and is largely within the North Devon Coast AONB 
and contains a number of SSSI. 

 

The NP is unlikely to lead to additional pressures on the 
European designated SAC or nationally designated SSSI’s, or 
AONB as it does not allocate or change the use of land for 
development within or in close proximity of these designations, 
therefore increasing population and its associated pressures. 

 

The Local Plan development site allocations are unlikely to 
affect the SSSI units due to the existing settlement form 
being some distance from the designated areas. 

 
Any proposed development may have a potentially significant 
impact on the setting of a listed building or conservation area 
for example and therefore the effects are uncertain. Local Plan 
policies would however already apply in this case. 

 
There is unlikely to be intensive land use, particularly on the 
sensitive coastal fringe or the SSSI and therefore the NP will 
not affect the value and vulnerability of the area. 

 
Overall there are unlikely to be significant environmental 
effects , due to the nature of the proposals in the NP, that 
should be investigated through SEA. 

 

 
5.0 SEA & HRA Screening Conclusions 

 
5.1 National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) states that a neighbourhood plan might 

require SEA where it allocates sites for development or the neighbourhood area 
contains sensitive natural or heritage assets and likely to have significant 
environmental effects that have not already been considered and dealt with through a 
SA/HRA of the Local Plan. 

 
5.2 No allocations are proposed within the draft NP although there is clear provision of 

local guidance on how applications for development in the plan area should be 
determined. 

 

5.3 In accordance with Regulation 106(1) of the Habitats Regulations, North Devon 
Council, as the ‘competent authority,’ does not consider that an ‘appropriate 
assessment’ under Regulation 105 is required in addition to that undertaken in 
support of the Local Plan. 

 

5.4 As a result of the above Screening assessment it is considered unlikely that there will 
be any significant environmental effects arising from the draft NP, that have not 
already been previously assessed in the SA or the HRA/AA of the Local Plan. 

http://www.brauntonmarshdrainageboard.co.uk/_UserFiles/Files/BAP/BMDB%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/conservation-area-character-appraisals/
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/conservation-area-character-appraisals/
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/conservation-area-character-appraisals/
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/conservation-area-character-appraisals/
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5092780342771712
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5092780342771712
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5.5 The Screening assessment was provided to the statutory environmental consultation 
bodies (Historic England, the Environment Agency and Natural England) for their 
opinion. Consultation took place between Wednesday 21st

 September and 
Wednesday 26th

 October 2022. The views of the statutory consultees are appended 
to this report. 

 

5.6 Following consultation with the statutory environmental bodies on the SEA 
Screening assessment and in accordance with SEA Regulation 9, North Devon 
Council as the ‘responsible authority’, has determined that the draft NP is 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects and can therefore be 
‘screened out’ i.e. that no Strategic Environmental Assessment is required. 

 

5.7 A notice of this determination will need to be available for public access within 28 
days of the date of the determination (in line with SEA Regulation 11). 

 

5.8 If the draft NP should change, a new screening will need to be undertaken. New 
development proposals will be determined in line with the Local Plan and the NP and 
may individually require screening for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) based 
on their type, scale and location. 



 

 

 
 

APPENDIX ONE: STATUTORY CONSULTEE RESPONSES 
 
1.1 Environment Agency 
 
No Response  

 
1.2 Historic England  

 
From: Thompson, Alan <Alan.Thompson@HistoricEngland.org.uk>  
Sent: 07 October 2022 17:32 
To: Mark Saunders <Mark.Saunders@northdevon.gov.uk> 
Subject: Braunton Parish Neighbourhood Plan - SEA Screening Opinion - Formal response 
 
Dear Mark, 
 
Thank you for your invitation to comment on the SEA Screening Opinion for the Braunton Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
It is our experience that potentially harmful impacts to heritage assets are most likely to occur where a 
neighbourhood plan proposes to allocate sites for development, beyond those already allocated and 
justified by the Local Plan. We note that the current draft of the Neighbourhood Plan does not aim to make 
such allocations. We cannot detect any other cause for concern at this stage. Therefore, we concur with 
your opinion that a full Strategic Enviromental Assessment (SEA) would not be required.  
 
 
We have no further comments to make at this stage; however, we look forward to having the opportunity to 
make further comments at the Regulation 14 consultation stage. We wish the Plan Steering Group well with 
their on-going work.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Alan 
 
Alan Thompson | Historic Places Adviser 
 
Historic England | South West 
1st Floor Fermentation North | Finzels Reach | Hawkins Lane | Bristol | BS1 6WQ 
Direct Line: 0117 975 0715 | Mobile: 07548 642067 
https://historicengland.org.uk/southwest 

 

 

Work with us to champion heritage and improve lives. Read our Future Strategy and get involved at 
historicengland.org.uk/strategy. 
Follow us:  Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram     Sign up to our newsletter      

This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of Historic England unless specifically stated. If you 
have received it in error, please delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Do not use, copy or disclose the information in any way nor act 
in reliance on it. Any information sent to Historic England may become publicly available. We respect your privacy and the use of your information. Please 
read our full privacy policy for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fhistoricengland.org.uk%2fsouthwest&c=E,1,reOgop4McF1KJHU5q0Z_aQ5pU136_i03kdsDBn3AFXpDlOGJBoJ3ZpT277Y9P9ph--xPIADnTmtyjo_2XY5EGDNr1pXH5-gIuhYOg0jBti-fnhoOpTJHm-zw2tR6&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fhistoricengland.org.uk%2fstrategy&c=E,1,GsPRSQbyTKliGs-ZT5E4TMeZDYbyLIPxlKEMxyUt1c6Pq6MkVRdtcillDeSwcdWiJ8vz0F2f4_FQqxA6EUyudlOCFnjgD8P6Gec9tMCh&typo=1
https://www.facebook.com/HistoricEngland
https://twitter.com/HistoricEngland
https://www.instagram.com/historicengland/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwebmail.historicenglandservices.org.uk%2fk%2fHistoric-England%2fhistoric_england_preference_centre&c=E,1,nV3XlTUPwdGRoxahQytAx6ricZnMpQmCPesigQaKzIeqb86NmFG0MrLQKdkT9CYig1mtblzUQQM-8g3RrdqeURb1Gr2AWftYGevpXbWiZRTWllqIWeEqEu1N&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.historicengland.org.uk%2fterms%2fprivacy-cookies%2f&c=E,1,3yUVwCgI1PUcNxS_IEzRu6DJGsx0lf7BraOI5-JlYQNzPAK6oyWLb2FkAwMoF0zPtV7WyEGwRLxEf2CPX1OfubjXRSRQW5JRSfb-pBGS8tqd3USVpyI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.historicengland.org.uk%2f&c=E,1,iCivVPPYXEEep8pTepuHHtvKnGj2DRTByXqbBedZQYX4k7oxz2SXqJvoCK2XECVJRhIwC_rU1axYjJ7ViasGUPV_lMtHjK9SVpbZpe2IhRBKpnAaXaFRZhSEpqY,&typo=1


 

 

 
1.3 Natural England  

 
 
Date: 31 October 2022 
Our ref: 407942 
Your ref: Braunton Neighbourhood Plan  

Mr M Saunders 
North Devon Council 

 
 

BY EMAIL ONLY 
mark.saunders@northdevon.gov.uk 

Hornbeam House 

Crewe Business Park 

Electra Way 

Crewe 

Cheshire 

CW1 6GJ 

 
T 0300 060 3900 

 

Dear Mr Saunders 
 

Braunton Neighbourhood Plan – Review SEA & HRA Screening 
 

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 21 September 
2021. 

 

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural 
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, 
thereby contributing to sustainable development. 

 

Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 

It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our 
strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes 
and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant 
environmental effects from the proposed plan. 

 
Neighbourhood Plan 

Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning 
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA, 
for instance where: 

 

 a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development

 the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by 
the proposals in the plan

 the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been 
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.

 
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view 
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural 
England has a statutory duty to protect. 

 

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the 
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should 
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species 
are likely to be affected. 

mailto:mark.saunders@northdevon.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal


 

 

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all 
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues 
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local 
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local 
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that 
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary. 

 
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental 
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek 
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against 
any screening decision you may make. 

 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening 

Natural England agrees with the report’s conclusions that the Braunton Neighbourhood Plan would not 
be likely to result in a significant effect on any European Site, either alone or in combination and 
therefore no further assessment work would be required. 

 

For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your 
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk. 

 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Sally Wintle 
Consultations Team 
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