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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Equality Act (2010) places a duty on all public authorities in the exercise of their 
functions to have regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, to advance equality of 
opportunity and to foster good relations between persons who have a “protected 
characteristic” and those who do not. 

1.2 ‘Protected characteristics’ are age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage & civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

1.3 This report assesses the Submission Braunton Parish Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to 
ensure that Braunton Parish Council (as the qualifying body responsible for preparing 
the Braunton Parish NP) is satisfying its statutory duties in this regard. Equality Impact  
Assessment (EIA) is a systematic analysis of a policy or policies, in order to explore the 
potential for an adverse impact on a particular group or community. It is a method of 
assessing and recording the likely differential and/or adverse impact of a policy on 
people from different groups. If a policy results in unfairness or discrimination, then 
changes to eliminate or lessen the impact should be considered. 

1.4 The purpose of the analysis is to increase participation and inclusion, to change the 
culture of public decision-making and to place a more proactive approach to the 
promotion of equality and fairness at the heart of public policy. The processes involved 
in conducting the analysis should not be looked on as an end in themselves. Instead, it 
should be borne in mind that the aim is the promotion of fairness and equality of 
opportunity and thus it is the outcomes that are of primary concern. In undertaking the 
EIA, it is important to keep in mind why the Braunton Parish NP is needed, what the 
intended outcomes are, and how it will be ensured that the policies will work as intended. 

2. Methodology 

2.1 An assessment has been made on whether the Braunton Parish NP has a positive, 
negative or neutral impact on each of the protected characteristics (in so far as data is 
available). The vision and objectives of the NP have been assessed, and individual 
policies are highlighted where they are considered likely to have a negative impact. 

3. Baseline data 

3.1 Data for the Parish of Braunton is available from the 2011 Census for the following 
protected characteristics: age, sex, disability, marriage and civil partnership, race and 
religious belief. 

3.2 No data is available for the following protected characteristics: gender reassignment, 
pregnancy and maternity and sexual orientation. 
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Braunton Parish neighbourhood area – population characteristics 

CHARACTERISTIC POPULATION PROPORTIONS 

Total Population 8128 

Age 

Children aged 15 or less  1280  15.75% 
Working age groups (16 – 64)  4663 57.37% 
Older age groups (over 65)  2185  26.88% 
Mean age:  45.9 

Sex Males:  3,922 48.3% 
Females: 4,206 51.7% 

Main language English is the main language for all residents in 98.6% of 
households 

Country of birth 
96.2% of residents were born in the UK 
1.8%   were born elsewhere in the EU 
2.0%   were born in other countries 

Ethnic group 

White: 8,000 98.4% 
Mixed/multiple ethnic groups: 77 0.9% 
Asian/Asian British: 29 0.4% 
Black/African/Caribbean/Black British: 10 0.1% 
Other ethnic group: 12 0.1 % 

Religion 

Christian: 5,200 64.0% 
Buddhist: 22 0.3% 
Hindu: 5 0.1% 
Jewish:  2 0.0% 
Muslim:   2 0.0% 
Sikh: 1 0.0% 
Other religion: 31 0.4% 
No religion: 2,167 26.7% 
Religion not stated: 698 8.6% 

Marriage and Civil 
Partnership 

Single (never married or never registered a same-sex civil 
partnership): 1,715 25.0% 
Married:  3,762 54.9% 
In a registered same-sex civil partnership:  9     0.1% 
Separated (but still legally married or still legally in a same-sex 
civil partnership):  112 1.6% 
Divorced or formerly in a same-sex civil partnership which is 
now legally dissolved: 599  8.7% 
Widowed or surviving partner from a same-sex civil 
partnership: 651 9.5% 
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Health 

The local community is generally healthy, with 80.4% reporting 
‘Very good’ or ‘Good’ health at the time of the 2011 Census. 
Nevertheless, 14.1% reported fair health, 4.3% reported bad 
health problem with 1.2% reporting very bad health. 

Disability 0.5% of working age population claim disability benefit 

Source: ONS -2011 Census and DWP November 2016 

4. Process of Community Consultation 

4.1 All written communications were in English and it was not considered necessary to 
translate them into any other language as 98.6% of residents have English as main 
language. 

4.2 Throughout the plan preparation process, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
has sought to ensure that local residents, their representatives, local businesses, interest 
groups and wider interested parties, including statutory and regulatory bodies, have been 
actively consulted and their views sought. 

4.3 Agendas, key reports and updates have been regularly provided online on the 
Braunton Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan websites. 

4.4 The overarching principles of the stakeholder engagement process has been to 
engage in a manner that is extensive, effective, inclusive, fair, transparent and 
proportionate. 

4.5 Widespread consultation was carried out during the preparation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the Steering Group made every effort, using a variety of 
methods, to reach all of the local community. 

4.6 A considerable number of community consultation exercises, including 
questionnaires and public meetings, were carried out between 2016 and 2022. 

• 31st August 2016 – Public meeting held at Braunton Academy to announce the 
designation of the Neighbourhood plan area and election of residents to the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

• October 2016 to March 2017 – Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group agree 
schedule of activities, research the approach and requirements of neighbourhood 
plans and prepare material for initial Parish wide public consultation 

• March 2017 – The three dates of the first public consultation round to be held 
across the Parish are notified via Braunton Parish Council web site, EX33 
Magazine, U3A Newsletter and St. Brannock’s magazine. Posters advising of 
meetings put up on Parish Council noticeboards, shops and public houses 
around the Parish. 
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• 1st April 2017 – First public consultation held at Ebrington Arms, Knowle 

• 10th April 2017 – First public consultation held at Saunton Golf Club 

• 28th April 2017 – First public consultation held at Mariners Arms, Braunton 

• 8th July 2017 – stall at Braunton village’s Big Summer Bash to promote 
Neighbourhood Plan and allow further consultation opportunity 

• July to October 2017 - analysis of first public consultation feedback 

• November 2017 – initial identification of policy themes for policy areas 

• November 2017 to February 2020 – Monthly meetings of Steering group open to 
residents and they can actively participate in the sessions. Agendas posted in 
advance by the Parish Council on their website and notice boards. 

• 3rd March 2020 – Agenda for Neighbourhood Plan event with community 
organisations and residents to be held in April agreed. Purpose of the event is to 
update attendees on progress and ask for volunteers to help with policy drafting. 

• 23rd March 2020 to 23rd June 2020 first Covid Lockdown 

• 18th April 2020 – Public meeting cancelled due to Covid lockdown. 

• May and June 2020 – Resident representatives on steering group review the policy 
themes initially identified and define four key areas to be developed. Also propose 
to the Parish Council a different approach to progressing the Plan. 

• 5th November to 2nd December 2020 second Covid Lockdown 

• 6th January 2021 to 17th May 2021 third Covid Lockdown 

• October 2020 to January 2022 – Policies drafted for the four key theme areas with 
input from the LPA, statutory authorities and community groups. The documents -
Parish Character Assessment and Parish Design Guide are completed by 
residents’ representatives. Neighbourhood Plan web site commissioned and url 
advertised in local free magazine EX33. 

• 2nd May 2021 – Presentation to Braunton Community Forum in respect of NP and 
progress to date. 
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• May 2020 to date - Progress reports are given to the Parish Council at their   
monthly meetings by the Steering group as to activities completed and things to 
do together with copies of proposed policy drafts. These Parish Council meetings 
are open to residents with all documents available on Parish Council and 
Neighbourhood Plan websites. Hard copies can be viewed at the Parish Council 
offices. 

• Regulation 14 consultation run from 14th March to 29th April 2022. Draft NP 
documents published on the Braunton Neighbourhood Plan website at https:// 
www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/. 
Hard copies of the draft plan documents were available for viewing at the Parish 
Council office. 

• A public open day held in the Parish Hall on Saturday 19th March with Parish 
Councillors and members of the Steering Group present. 

• 26th March 2022 – Love Braunton Community Group hosted a further public open 
session following their A.G.M 

• March and April 2022 – Consultation and online survey publicised on Parish 
Council website, Parish Council notice boards, Parish Council pages in EX33 
magazine, Braunton Neighbourhood Plan website and Love Braunton Community 
forum web site. Hard copy of the consultation survey distributed to all dwellings in 
the Parish via EX33 magazine. 

• June to August 2022 – All consultation responses (statutory and residents) 
reviewed, and revisions agreed with responders. Responses posted on 
Neighbourhood Plan website. Hard copies available for viewing at the Parish 
Council office. 

• Consultation survey report detailing outcome reported to the Parish Council and 
posted on Neighbourhood Plan and Love Braunton Community Group website. 

Article about the outcome published in EX33 magazine. 

Hard copy of report held at Parish Council office and available for viewing. 
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5. Likely Impact on Groups with Protected Characteristics 

5.1 The Vision of Braunton Parish NP states that: 

“Our vision is to Protect and Enhance the Community and Character of Braunton Parish, 
reflecting a recurrent theme in the public consultation responses held during the 
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

This aim reflects a recurrent theme in the public consultation responses held during the 
preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. Overwhelmingly residents described living in 
the Parish with statements such as: 

• “Maintain village and hamlet identities” 

• “Social cohesion across generations” 

• “Good community spirit” 

• “Place I want to live” 

• “Friendly neighbours” 

• “Its history and heritage” 

• “Value the landscape” 

• “Living at a human scale” ” 

5.2 Detailed analysis of the consultation responses indicated four key policy areas that  
residents wanted their Neighbourhood Plan to address – Natural Environment, Built  
Environment, Economy and Housing. 

5.3 Within each policy area there are aspects that residents clearly wanted to see 
addressed, such as protection and promotion of biodiversity, resilience to climate 
change, work/life balance, sustainable development and meeting local affordable 
housing needs. 

5.4 Each policy area has a series of objectives that set out how the Parish proposes to 
deliver its vision for Braunton up to 2031. Delivery of the objectives will be through both 
planning policies and community action. 

5.5 Each key policy area is reviewed in the table below to assess whether it is likely to 
have an impact on groups within the Parish with protected characteristics: 
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Policy Area: Natural Environment 

Protected 
Characteristic 

Assessed Impact 

Comments and Mitigation 
Positive Neutral Negative 

Age X Parish residents recognise the 

wealth of the local natural 
environment and cherish it, citing 

the environment’s landscape and 
biodiversity as being an essential 

part of their work/life balance.   

For many it is the natural 
environment that supports their  

businesses within the tourism sector. 
As the natural environment is for all 

to enjoy it is deemed to have a 
positive impact on the well-being of 

all residents including those with 
protected characteristics. 

Sex X 

Disability X 

Marriage and Civil 
Partnership 

X 

Race X 

Religious Belief X 

Gender  

Reassignment 
X 

Pregnancy and 
Maternity 

X 

Sexual Orientation X 
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Policy Area: Built Environment 

Protected 
Characteristic 

Assessed Impact 

Comments and Mitigation 
Positive Neutral Negative 

Age X These policies seek to minimise the 
impact on the sustainable growth of 

the parish by ensuring all 
developments consider the 

particular characteristics of Braunton 
parish and to consider resilience to 

climate change. These policies 
should have positive impacts on all 
those with protected characteristics 
as climate change will affect all. It is 

noted that people with physical 
disabilities may experience the built 
environment in different ways to the 
wider population. When considering 

“walkable neighbourhoods” it is 
noted that this may have a negative 
effected on residents with mobility 
issues; however if consideration is 
given to enable pedestrian areas to 
by wide enough for wheelchairs , 
mobility scooters, pushchairs and 

bicycles; this will still meet the 
required aim of reduction of car   

travel for short distances. By 
reducing vehicle movements these 

policies will benefit all as there 
should be a reduction in air pollution. 

It is noted that air pollution can be 
especially harmful to those closer to 

car and van exhaust fumes and 
therefore by reducing air pollution 

this is expected to have a 
disproportionate benefit on children 
in push chairs and non-able bodied 

residents in wheelchairs and mobility 
scooters. It is noted that dark sky 

policies may inhibit those with 
impaired vision, but it is considered 

that the policy covers the road safety 
aspect in areas there is risk to 

pedestrians. 

Sex X 

Disability X 

Marriage and Civil 
Partnership 

X 

Race X 

Religious Belief X 

Gender  

Reassignment 
X 

Pregnancy and 
Maternity 

X 

Sexual Orientation X 
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Policy Area: Economy 

Protected 
Characteristic 

Assessed Impact 

Comments and Mitigation 
Positive Neutral Negative 

Age X These policies seek to support   
locally based businesses and 

maintain a thriving and adaptable 
“High Street”. As these policies aim 

to encourage investment and 
facilitate educational facilities to the 

parish this may disproportionally 
positively affect the younger and 

working population. This is mitigated 
with the belief that thriving local 

businesses will enable the retention 
of services; which will benefit all. 

The policies support tourism which 
could positively affect the protected 
characteristics of race, religion and 

sexual orientation by attracting 
visitors from outside of the region, 

which in turn may lead to increased 
diversity within a non-diverse 

neighbourhood. When considering 
active shop fronts, with street 

furniture, it is recognised that these 
are sympathetically designed and 
should not impair the thoroughfare 
as that would negatively impact on 

wheelchair, push chairs and mobility 
scooter users. 

Sex X 

Disability X 

Marriage and Civil 
Partnership 

X 

Race X 

Religious Belief X 

Gender  

Reassignment 
X 

Pregnancy and 
Maternity 

X 

Sexual Orientation X 
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Policy Area: Housing 

Protected 
Characteristic 

Assessed Impact 

Comments and Mitigation 
Positive Neutral Negative 

Age X These policies aim to support high 
quality housing which can be 

accessed by residents at a cost that 
is commensurate with local incomes. 
The principle residence requirement 

may negatively affect investment  
opportunities from non-residents, 

but this does not negatively impact 
on the protected characteristics as 

all would have an opportunity to 
relocate and live principally in the 

parish. The housing balance to 
provide affordable homes, whether 

to own or rent, may negatively affect 
those without local connections, 
which could conceivably include 

the protected characteristics of race, 
religion and sexual orientation as 

these are below the national average 
in Braunton. Although this is noted it 

is mitigated by a clear time set 
criteria so that anyone living in the 

parish for five years would be 
eligible. When providing community 
shared spaces this could positively 
impact on both older and younger 

members of the community looking 
to share open space with their peers. 

This shared amenity space could 
also allow for easier access between 

homes for users of wheelchairs, 
push chairs and mobility scooters. 

Sex X 

Disability X 

Marriage and Civil 
Partnership 

X 

Race X 

Religious Belief X 

Gender  

Reassignment 
X 

Pregnancy and 
Maternity 

X 

Sexual Orientation X 
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5.6 All of the Braunton Parish NP policy areas are considered to have overall a positive 
impact on those with protected characteristics. There are no individual policies that are  
considered likely to have a negative impact. 

6. Conclusion 

6.1 The Braunton Parish NP provides a suite of aims and policies to respond to the 
vision for the benefit of the local community including those with protected 
characteristics. 

6.2 In preparing the Braunton Parish NP, Braunton Parish Council and the NP Steering 
Group have sought to engage widely with all of the local community. They have gone 
beyond minimum consultation requirements to gather the views of the community. 

6.3 In conclusion, the assessment finds the Braunton Parish NP to be appropriate and 
that the duty of care prescribed by the Equalities Act (2010) is met. 
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