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3.1 Context for Policies 

3.11 Within Braunton Parish lies the Braunton 
Burrows, a special area of conservation (SAC) 
and site of special scientific interest (SSSI) 
which is designated by UNESCO as the core 
of a Biosphere Reserve. The Parish is situated 
within the transition zone of the Biosphere 
Reserve and part of the Parish is within the 
North Devon Area of Outstanding Beauty as 

well as a World Surf Reserve. The Marine 
Conservation Zone (MCZ) is to the west of the 
Parish and part of the Parish falls within the 
Heritage Coast and the Coastal and Estuarine 
zone. 

3.12 It is bounded to the north by the Caen 
River and in the south by the Taw Torridge 
Estuary which is a SSSI. 

3.13 Parish residents recognise the wealth of 

the local natural environment and cherish it, 
citing the environment’s landscape and 
biodiversity as being an essential part of their 

work/life balance. For many it is the natural 
environment that supports their businesses 
within the tourism sector. 

3.14 Of equal importance are the Local 
Green Spaces mainly located in and around 
the village of Braunton. These are safe spaces, 
accessible on foot to all and used for a variety 

of recreational activities. 

3.15 For these reasons residents want to en-

sure that their natural environment is 
safeguarded for future generations. 

3.16 They further recognise, and have 
articulated through the consultation process, 
the threat to their natural environment of 
creeping urbanisation, the loss of habitats to 

development and the increasing risk of flood. 

3.17 The Parish Council has declared a 

Climate Emergency1 in recognition of the 
impact that changing climate is having on our 

community. 

3.18 Natural England’s North Devon Natural 
Capital Strategy has been developed in 
response to issues identified within the North 
Devon Biosphere. The strategy considers four 
areas in detail including improving water 

quality and minimising flood risk, identifying 
actions that can be undertaken to restore 
nature for future generations but is advice only. 

1 Braunton Parish Council Monday 10th June 2019 minutes 

a) North Devon UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve Nature Recovery Plan 

https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/ 
nature-recovery-plan.html 

3.19 The National Planning Policy Framework 

addresses conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment (paragraph 170), Habitats 
and Biodiversity (paragraphs 174 & 175). 

3.110 North Devon and Torridge Local Plan 

has policies that address environmental 
protection (DM02), biodiversity and 
geodiversity (DM08), landscape and seascape 
character (DM08A), safeguarding green 
infrastructure (DM09) and green infrastructure 
provision (DM10). 

3.111 However, these are district wide policies 
and do not protect and enhance specific sites 

within Braunton Parish. 

https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/nature-recovery-plan.html
https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/nature-recovery-plan.html
https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk


      

          

     

                    

                       

     

     

    

  

 

                              

       

                           

       

        

     

      

         

                                                       

  

  

 

 

   

 20 
3. Natural Environment 

3.112 This map and the three that follow have 
been provided by Devon Wildlife Trust using 
data held by Devon Biodiversity Records 
Centre. A report in respect of Wildlife Site 
Resource Map & Species Information for 

Neighbourhood Planning - Braunton by Devon 
Biodiversity Record Centre Report can be 
found at: 
www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

3.113 Braunton Parish statutory sites 
indicated in orange. Saunton to Baggy Point 
coast is part of North Devon’s Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and is a SSSI. 
Braunton Burrows is the core of the UNESCO 
North Devon Biosphere. Taw/Torridge estuary 
is a site of special scientific interest (SSSI). 
There are five SSSIs - Chapel Hill, Caen Valley 

Bats, Greenways, Freshmarsh and Swanpool. 

MAP A 

Braunton Parish Statutory Sites 2021 

http://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk
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3. Natural Environment 

3.114 This map illustrates special nature 
areas (SNA) by habitat type - extensive within 

the Parish. These are seen as areas that 
can make a significant contribution to the 
(re)building of Devon’s Nature Map. 
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature-

recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/ 

3.115 For more information about Strategic 
Nature Areas go to https://www.dbrc.org.uk/ 

strategic%20nature%20areas/ 

3.116 The isolated sites across the Parish of 

Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI) and the 
County Wildlife Sites (CWS) are all situated 
within SNA. 

MAP B 

Braunton Parish Non-Statutory Sites 

Braunton Parish Non-Statutory Sites -

https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/
https://www.dbrc.org.uk/strategic%20nature%20areas/
https://www.dbrc.org.uk/strategic%20nature%20areas/
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3. Natural Environment 

3.117 This map shows informal sites of 

wildlife importance. Unconfirmed Wildlife Sites 

(UWS), Other Sites of Wildlife Interest (OSWI), 
Invertibrate Site Register Locations (INVERT), 
Important Bird Areas (IBA), Devon Wildlife 
Trust (DWT). 

3.118 Details of which can be found in the 
DBRC document for Braunton. 
20210719-DBRC-Braunton_neighbourhood_Plan-

002.pdf (brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk) 

      

            

     

     

    

     

    

      

                                                                                  

                                                                  

 

  

 

 

   

 

MAP C 

Braunton Parish Other Sites 2022 

https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/148/2022/03/20210719-DBRC-Braunton_neighbourhood_Plan-002.pdf
https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/148/2022/03/20210719-DBRC-Braunton_neighbourhood_Plan-002.pdf
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AONB 

PARISH 

3.119 This map shows Parish land within the 
designated Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) for 
North Devon. 

MAP D 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) for North Devon 
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3.2 Aim 

3.21 Our aims for the Natural Environment 
theme have been developed from consultation 
and our understanding of the character of the 
Parish. They are to: 

a) recognise the quality and status afforded 
national and international designations; 

b) protect, maintain and actively promote 
biodiversity and the habitats critical to 
wildlife; 

c) protect and enhance the local 
environment for the enjoyment of 

residents and visitors and connect 
people to the environment with 
footpaths and cycleways; and, 

d) support the Nature Recovery Network 

by protecting and promoting core and 
other important nature areas, priority 

areas for habitat creation and nature 
recovery areas. 

3.22 Natural Environment Policies will ensure 
that the Parish protects, maintains and actively 

promotes biodiversity for the sake of wildlife, 
their habitats, landscape character and 
people who use the countryside for recreation 
and work. 

3.23 Increased visitor pressure as a 

cumulative effect of local housing development 
and all year round tourism is resulting in 
negative impacts on some designated habitats. 
Notable examples of this are Braunton 
Burrows SAC dune habitats and the Taw 
Torridge SSSI roosts. 

3.24 The policies will recognise that Braunton 
Parish sits within the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) Biosphere, is part of 

the North Devon Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, the Taw Site of Special Scientific 

Interest to the south and has a number of 
designated sites and species. These include 
the Caen Greater Horseshoe Bats maternity 

roost, Swanpool Marsh Nature reserve, critical 
endangered lapwing grazing on Braunton 
Marsh and otters in the River Caen. 

3.25 Caen Wetlands Reserve has added to 
the Parish’s reputation for the quality of its 
Natural Environment - an invaluable asset that 
supports our local tourism economy. 

3.26 Residents want to ensure that its 
biodiversity is protected and enhanced for 

future generations. 

3.27 The Parish ambition is to be an active 
participant in the Devon Nature Recovery 
Network programme being led by Devon 
Wildlife Trust on behalf of Natural Devon. 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-

action/nature-recovery-network/ 
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature-

recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/ 

3.28 Within Braunton Parish the following 
areas will be protected and enhanced: 

a) Core Nature Areas. Existing areas of 
wildlife rich habitat or supporting habitat. 
These include statutory and 
non-statutory designated sites (SACs, 
SPAs, SSSIs, CWS), priority habitats 
(species rich grasslands, woodlands, 
heath, ponds, hedges) and habitats 
critical to supporting species associated 
with designated sites and protected/key 

species e.g. high tide roosts along the 
estuaries, sustenance zones around 
significant bat roosts and great crested 
newt habitat. Gaps in our knowledge of 

priority habitats will be identified and 
work done to fill these gaps as budget 
allows. 

https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-action/nature-recovery-network/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-action/nature-recovery-network/
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/
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b) Nature Areas. Existing habitats which 
have wildlife value (or potential value) 
but don’t meet Core Nature Area  

criteria. These may include parks, 
churchyards, allotments, plantation 
woodlands and areas of farmland such 
as rough/tussocky grasslands (important 
for bird and bat foraging). We may not 
be able to map all of these areas at the 
county scale. 

c) Priority areas for habitat creation that 
are identified by DBRC and DWT who 
are working closely with the EA to 
develop a methodology for Habitat 
Suitability Mapping using soils 
information and other data. This will 
identify areas suitable for creating 
specific habitats such as heathland, 
culm grasslands, calcareous grassland 
and woodlands. This information will 
be valuable in targeting funding such 
as net gain, carbon offsetting and 
Environmental Land Management. It 
will also be used to identify areas where 
woodland creation should be avoided 
e.g. priority areas for heathland creation. 

d) Nature Recovery Areas. Large areas 

of countryside with considerable 
coverage of Core and other Nature 
Areas where landscape-scale 
restoration will contribute significantly 

to nature recovery both in the Parish 
and in Devon. 

3.3 Objectives 

a) Protection and Enhancement of Locally 

Valued Sites of Biodiversity and Habitat 

b) Protection of Parish Bat Population 
including bat roosts, commuting and 
foraging paths 

c) Protecting & Increasing the Parish’s 
Biodiversity 

d) Protecting Devon Banks, Hedgerows 

and Trees 

e) Protecting the Footpath, Bridlepath 
and Cycle Path Networks 

f) Protection of Landscape Character 

g) Protection of Parish’s Strategic Nature 
Areas 

h) Protection and Improvement of Water 

Quality 

i) Provision of Natural Flood 
Management 
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Biodiversity and Habitat 
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NE1 

1. Our locally valued areas of biodiversity, 
geodiversity and habitat identified on 
maps E, F, G, H, I and J will be protected 
as areas critical in supporting wildlife 
habitats, biodiversity and geodiversity 
and their role within the wider network 
of green infrastructure. Their loss will 
not normally be supported. 

2. Development proposals which result 
in the unavoidable loss of these areas 
(in whole or in part) will only be 
supported where: 

i) There are no other suitable sites 
for the proposed development; 

ii) The areas (quality, land area and 
habitat, biodiversity and 
geodiversity value) can be 
replaced in close proximity to their 

original location with a minimum 

10% net gain in biodiversity; 

iii) A funded Landscape and Ecological 
Management Plan (LEMP) is agreed 
between the applicant and Local 
Planning Authority to ensure that 
a minimum net gain of 10% in 
biodiversity is realised; 

iv) The proposal would not have 
adverse impacts on the site’s 
wider landscape setting which is 
integral to habitat retention and 
enhancement (with regards to 
biodiversity and geodiversity) 
or such impacts can be mitigated. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 174, 176, 177,178, 179, 180 

• Section 40 of the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006 

• NDTLP ST14 and DM08 
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Locally Valued Sites of 
Biodiversity and Habitat 

3.4 Justification 

3.41 There is evidence that in spite of 

provision for legal protection of designated 
landscape development often has no 
conditions that address environmental impacts. 
Examples of these are 74738, 73908, 74950 
and 72400. In all of these examples there was 

a pre existing dwelling which has been 
replaced by new bigger dwelling. These 
developments introduce additional light 
pollution, habitat loss and in some cases are 
very prominent in the land and seascape. 

3.42 Devon Biodiversity Record Centre’s 

Wildlife site resource map and species 
information for neighbourhood planning details 
the variety of important wildlife habitats and the 
many protected and notable species which 
collectively contribute to an exceptionally high 
biodiversity. These sites and species are not 
specifically noted in the Local Plan. 

3.43 The link below is to the Natural England 
website that provides details of the health of 

SSSIs. 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/?s=03 

3.44 The information from Natural England 
Reference: 

and the Braunton Parish Plan Environmental Devon Biodiversity Record Centre Wildlife site resource map and 
species information for neighbourhood planning – Braunton July Audit are now out of date. The Parish would 
2021 

positively support new audits of our local sites 
www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

of Biodiversity and Habitat. 

http://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/?s=03
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3.45 Designations within the Parish are: 

UNESCO North Devon Biosphere 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
UK0012570 Braunton Burrows 

North Devon Marine Conservation Zone 

North Devon Area of Outstanding Beauty 

SSSIs: 

Braunton Burrows SS452348 

Braunton Swanpool SS471367 

Caen Valley Bats SS484377 

Chapel Hill SS490371 

Greenways and Freshmarsh SS464352 

Saunton to Baggy Point SS431395 

Taw-Torridge Estuary SS525341 

Details can be found at this link 
https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/ 
sites-of-special-scientific-interest-england?geometry=-

4.250%2C51.115%2C-4.207%2C51.124 

MAP E 

https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/sites-of-special-scientific-interest-england?geometry=-4.250%2C51.115%2C-4.207%2C51.124
https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/sites-of-special-scientific-interest-england?geometry=-4.250%2C51.115%2C-4.207%2C51.124
https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/sites-of-special-scientific-interest-england?geometry=-4.250%2C51.115%2C-4.207%2C51.124
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3.46 County Wildlife site designations within 
the Parish are: 

Braunton Down Quarry 

Chapel Hill Paddock 

Chapel Hill Wood 
East Hill 
Horsey Island 
Pippacott Wood 
West Hill Beacon 

3.47 Locations of which are shown on Maps 
F, G and H 

MAP F 

County Wildlife Sites 

 

  

         

     

                                                         

                                                                          

                                                                             

                                                                                          

                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                            

    

          

   

 

                                                                                                                                        

                

                                 

 

 

    

 



30 
Locally Valued Sites of 
Biodiversity and Habitat 

MAP G 

 

  

 

                                                                                                                                        

                

                                 

 

 

    

 

County Wildlife Sites 
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Locally Valued Sites of 
Biodiversity and Habitat 

MAP H 
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 32 
Locally Valued Sites of 
Biodiversity and Habitat 

3.48 Ancient Woodland site designations 
within the Parish are: 

Ash Wood 
Buckland Wood 
Corhill Head Copse and land between 
Corilhead Road and A361 
Park Wood 
Pippacott Wood 

3.49 Locations highlighted in green are 
shown on Maps I and J which have been 
provided by North Devon AONB 

Ancient Woodland Site Designations within the Parish 

MAP I 
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Locally Valued Sites of 
Biodiversity and Habitat 

MAP J 

Ancient Woodland Site Designations within the Parish 
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34 
Protection of the Caen 
Valley Bats SSSI and the 

Parish Bat Population 

3.5 Justification 

3.51 In 2002 a study by English Nature took 
2. Any development affecting an element NE2 place tracking bats from their home roost to 

of the SSSI should be demonstrating 
the north of Braunton - bats were found as far 

1. Development will not be permitted where enhancements to site habitats and 
away as Braunton Burrows, Croyde and even 

it would harm the Braunton bat ecologically sensitive lighting in 
around Fremington. To reach the south, 

sustenance zone (as identified in map K), accordance with the Bats Conservation 
particularly Braunton Marshes, the bats have bat locations and flight routes unless:- Trust’s Artificial Lighting Guidance 
to go around or through Braunton. 

https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-i) Consideration of the cumulative http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/ 
planning-and-development/lighting effect of their proposal on habitat publication/142004 

loss, encroachment and light 
3.52 Devon Wildlife Trusts’ Devon Bat Survey pollution in respect of the wider 
2016 – 2020 Final Report details Braunton Parish bat population. 
Parish as a “hotspot” for a number of bat 

ii) The economic or social benefits species particularly the Greater Horseshoe Bat. 
of the development significantly Related National and Local Policies 
and demonstrably outweigh the 3.53 Female greater horseshoe bats typically 

identified value of the site • NPPF paragraphs 179 – 182 use a 4km zone around their roost to hunt in, 
although they will travel much further than this. 

iii) Any damage to the identified • NDTLP ST14, DM02, DM08 
What is believed to be the second largest 

value of the site is minimised 
population of Greater Horseshoe Bats in the 

iv) There are no reasonable, less UK is found around Braunton. 
damaging alternatives https://devonbatproject.org/wp-content/ 
and uploads/2021/01/Devon-Bat-Survey-Final-Report-

2016-2020.pdf 
v) Appropriate compensatory 

measures are undertaken 3.54 In order to protect the foraging areas 

and commuting routes for these bats, there is 
a Bat Sustenance Zone (as shown on Map K) 
with a 4 kilometre radius around the important 
maternity roost at Caen Valley Bats SSSI. 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/142004
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/142004
https://devonbatproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Devon-Bat-Survey-Final-Report-2016-2020.pdf
https://devonbatproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Devon-Bat-Survey-Final-Report-2016-2020.pdf
https://devonbatproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Devon-Bat-Survey-Final-Report-2016-2020.pdf
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/lighting
https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings-planning-and-development/lighting


 

 

 

  

                 

 

    

                           

     

                           

      

      

      

     

                       

     

    

         

    

                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Protection of the Caen 
Valley Bats SSSI and the 

Parish Bat Population 

3.55 Development proposals affecting 
foraging and commuting habitat across the 
wider Parish, including river valleys, 
hedgerows and scrub land, or access to these 
foraging areas within the Bat Sustenance Zone 
would have a significant detrimental impact on 
the bat population of Braunton Parish. 

3.56 Up to date data in respect of bat 
populations, roosting and foraging activity is 
held by Devon Biodiversity Record Centre 
which is resource that should be utilised in the 
preparation of development proposals that 
have potential impact on the bat population. 
https://www.dbrc.org.uk/ 

MAP K 

Braunton 4km Greater Horseshoe Bat Sustenance Zone 

35 

https://www.dbrc.org.uk/


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                           

                                 

           

                             

     

   

                          

                                     

                         

                        

    

                          

                          

   

   

      

       

      

                             

                 

     

      

     

   

    

 

                                

                      

                        

      

                

                         

                              

                    

    

 

 

      

       

     

         

  

     

       

   

                         

     

      
                                                                                       

 

       
                                                                                 

 

 

Protecting and Increasing 
the Parish’s Biodiversity 
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NE3 

1. All new development proposals should 
provide at least 10% net gain in 
biodiversity from the pre-development 
baseline on the proposed site by 
incorporating the following features on 
the site: 

i) Wildlife habitats and landscape 
features (e.g. woodland, 
watercourses, unimproved 
grassland and orchards) to be 
retained or created; 

ii) Native flora in hedgerows, 
landscaping and open spaces to 
be planted; 

iii) Biodiversity-friendly environment 
to be created (by including features 
such as bat boxes, bird boxes, nest 
cups, and bee bricks); and 

iv) Wildlife friendly boundary 
treatments to be included that 
facilitate the movement of species. 
Residents of new dwellings to be 
provided with information on the 
biodiversity features integrated 
into their new home. 

2. Where a development has an impact on 
biodiversity developers should provide 
an increase in appropriate natural 
habitat and ecological features over and 
above that being affected in such a way 
that the loss of biodiversity through 
development will be halted and the site 
can contribute towards the restoration 
of ecological networks. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 174, 179 - 182 

• Defra 25 Year Environment Plan 

• Environment Bill 2020 - Part 6 Nature and 
Biodiversity 

• NDTLP policy ST14, DM08 

• North Devon Coast AONB Management Plan 
2019 - 2024 

• North Devon Biosphere Strategy for 

Sustainable Development 2014 - 2024 

• North Devon Biosphere Nature Recovery 
Plan 
https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/nature-
recovery-plan.html 

• North Devon Biosphere Town and Villages 
Plan 
https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/towns-and-
villages.html 

https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/nature-recovery-plan.html
https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/nature-recovery-plan.html
https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/towns-and-villages.html
https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/towns-and-villages.html
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3.6 Justification 

3.61 Nationally the UK continues to suffer 

from loss of biodiversity eg butterflies 
(indicator of habitat specialist) down 68% 
since 1976. “Our statistics demonstrate that 
the abundance and distribution of the UK's 
species has, on average, declined since 1970 
and many metrics suggest this decline has 

continued in the most recent decade. There 
has been no let-up in the net loss of nature in 
the UK.” State of Nature Report, 2019 (State of 

Nature UK, 2019). 

3.62 Devon species, both priority and locally 
threatened, are in decline (State of the 
Environment, Devon & Torbay Summary 

Document). 

3.63 North Devon UNESCO World Biosphere 
Reserve Offsetting Strategy 2013-2018 stated 
“Analysis undertaken by statutory bodies 
shows that over 45 hectares of land is 
developed within the Biosphere Reserve each 
year and is lost to biodiversity. This has been 
mainly around the urban areas as settlements 
grow.” The recent study by Natural England in 
2019 states that “wintering waterbird 
populations at the Taw Torridge estuary have 

been monitored in detail for >40 years and 
have declined significantly over this period.” 

3.64 Braunton Parish is situated in the 
Biosphere Reserve and has already 

experienced loss of biodiversity due to 
development activity. The conservation of 
traditional hedgerows is particularly important 
for our resident bat population. 

3.65 The RTPI practical advice report (2019) 
outlines how “Local planning authorities (LPAs) 
can protect and enhance biodiversity in a 

number of ways: Adopting an integrated 
strategic planning approach to biodiversity in 
local plans and local nature recovery networks; 
Promoting biodiverse developments through 
planning obligations; Managing local 
government public assets to enhance 
biodiversity; Collaborative working with other 

LPAs, public bodies and local stakeholders; 
Embedding biodiversity evaluation and 
monitoring; Establishing robust financial and 
long-term management arrangements.” 

3.66 This policy is intended to avoid potential 
future losses so as to ensure that the 
description of being the most biodiverse parish 
in England is maintained - an important feature 

for our tourism sector. The Parish would 
further welcome a biodiversity audit to form 

a baseline against which change can be 
evaluated. 

References : 

Biodiversity in Planning: Obligations and opportunities to 
promote biodiversity through the UK planning systems 

(2019), Royal Town Planning Institute                                                                                        

RTPI | Biodiversity in Planning 

Identification of Wintering Wildfowl High Tide Roosts and 
Recreational Disturbance Impacts on the Taw Torridge 

Estuary (2019), Natural England.                                         

Identification of Wintering Wildfowl High Tide Roosts 
& Recreational Disturbance Impacts on the Taw 
Torridge Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) - NECR281 (naturalengland.org.uk) 

Greater Horseshoe Bat Project Report (2003) 

Greater horseshoe bat Project 1998-2003 -

ENRR532 (naturalengland.org.uk) 

State of Nature 2019 UK, State of Nature Partnership.       

State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 

State of the Environment, Devon & Torbay summary         

document (2018), Natural Devon.                                                                                              

State of Environment report - Devon Local Nature 
Partnership (devonlnp.org.uk) 

https://www.rtpi.org.uk/practice/2019/november/biodiversity-in-planning/
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6334652342337536
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6334652342337536
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6334652342337536
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6334652342337536
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/142004
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/142004
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/state-of-nature-report/
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/devons-environment/state-of-environment-report/
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/devons-environment/state-of-environment-report/


                                  

                      

                       

                       

    

                          

              

                       

                             

                          

                      

                      

          

                                                        

 

                      

                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

     

        

       

 

        

    

                       

   

     

 

        

      

                             

      

                      

                                

                                    

                         

     

                              

                   

                         

    

      

          

                      

                        

                      

                          

   

 

  

  

  

  

Protecting Devon Banks, 
Hedgerows and Trees 

38 

NE4 

Proposals for development which have 
an adverse impact on traditional Devon 
hedges, established hedgerows, banks 
and treelines should demonstrate that : 

i) Alternative options are impractical 
and the proposal is the least 
damaging option (to the 
hedgerow/bank, setting in the 
landscape, biodiversity and habitats) 

ii) They have taken the most up to 
date Highways Authority standards 
and guidance relating to changes 
to hedgerows 

iii) Existing trees will be protected from 

loss for the contribution they make 
to reducing air pollution, softening 
the urban aspects of the parish, 
providing shade in the summer 
(natural environmental cooling), 
and biodiversity 

iv) Where the loss of a tree, trees 
and/or hedgerows and/or banks 
is unavoidable proposals should 
replace these features to an 
equivalent scale, effect or massing 
to ensure at a minimum 10% 
net gain to local biodiversity on 
site or within close proximity 

within the parish if onsite 
mitigation is not feasible. Any 
proposed hedgerow mitigation 
or enhancement should be in line 
with guidance provided by the 
Devon Hedges Organisation. 
https://devonhedges.org/wp-content/ 
uploads/2015/11/8_Hedge-Creation-1.pdf 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 174 - 176, 179, 180 

• NDTLP ST03, ST04, ST14, DM04, DM08, 
DM08A 

• Section 40 of the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006 

• England Trees Action Plan 2021 - 2024 
published May 2021 

• NDC Tree Preservation Orders 

https://devonhedges.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/8_Hedge-Creation-1.pdf
https://devonhedges.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/8_Hedge-Creation-1.pdf
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3.7 Justification 

3.71 “Our woodland wildlife is under 

pressure. In 2016, the breeding woodland bird 
indicator for England was 24% lower than in 
1970, while the indicator for woodland 
butterflies has fallen by 58% since 1990.” 

State of Nature (2019) 

3.72 “Hedgerows provide vital resources for 
mammals, birds, and insect species. As well as 

being an important habitat in their own right, 
they act as wildlife corridors allowing dispersal 
between isolated habitats.” Hedgelink.org.uk 

3.73 Devon banks, trees, hedges and 
woodland are key features of the parish’s 
landscape, yet are subject to constant 
pressures due to both natural and human 
influences. They provide significant aesthetic, 
amenity and ecology benefits, and help to 
contribute to a healthier environment and 
healthy population. 

3.74 They provide multiple benefits to our 
community, including filtering air pollution, 
reducing surface water runoff /contributing to 
sustainable drainage, providing wildlife 
habitats, improving water quality and the 
stabilising of soils and slopes. 

3.75 Policy NE 4 explicitly requires that the 
replacement of trees and hedgerows makes 

a minimum 10% net gain to biodiversity. Whilst 
the Defra matrix allows for compensatory tree 
planting with whips/saplings it takes no account 
of the loss of carbon sequestration provided by 

mature trees and hedgerows. For example a 

Rowan is not mature until 15 years and an oak 
is deemed mature at 40 years. 

3.76 The role of hedges should be given 
greater prominence in the consideration of 

planning matters as there is a a growing body 

of evidence that they can support air quality 

improvements. In the more urban areas of the 
Parish this is particularly pertinent as 

hedgerows are more effective at sequestration 
of toxins at exhaust pipe level and reducing 
direct exposure to harmful pollutants. 

3.77 Proposals should evidence that 
guidelines provided by Devon County Council 
Highways has been followed. This advice can 

be found at this link: 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
factsheet/hedges-and-verges/maintaining-hedges-

and-trees/ 

3.78 Enhancing existing hedgerows and 
connectivity between existing woodlands is 

seen as a priority and the importance of 
promoting green corridors to allow species 
to migrate is emphasized. Both of which 
contribute to the overall aim of the 
Neighbourhood Plan’s Natural Environment 
theme. 

References: 
State of Nature 2019 UK Report, State of Nature               

Partnership.                                                                                       

State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 

Woodland Trust 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/ 
british-trees/why-trees-are-important-for-biodiversity 

https://www.Hedgelink.org.uk 

RTPI response to Defra consultation on England Tree 
Strategy September 2020 
RTPI | RTPI response to the England Tree Strategy consul-

tation 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/state-of-nature-report/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/why-trees-are-important-for-biodiversity
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/why-trees-are-important-for-biodiversity
https://www.Hedgelink.org.uk
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/consultations/2020/september/rtpi-response-to-the-england-tree-strategy-consultation/
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/consultations/2020/september/rtpi-response-to-the-england-tree-strategy-consultation/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/factsheet/hedges-and-verges/maintaining-hedges-and-trees/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/factsheet/hedges-and-verges/maintaining-hedges-and-trees/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/factsheet/hedges-and-verges/maintaining-hedges-and-trees/


     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

         

                                              

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

      

     

     

                                  

                      

 

                       

                      

  

             

                   

    

                           

  

 

 

Protecting the Footpath, 
Bridlepath and Cycle Path 
Networks 
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NE5 

Development proposals which result in 
the loss of public footpaths, bridleways 
and cycle paths or reduce permeability 
will not normally be supported. 

Proposals affecting existing or creation 
of new rights of way and other 
non-vehicular routes should, where 
relevant: 

i) Better link existing areas of 
green infrastructure and local 
green space. 

ii) Help to retain and enhance safe 
and easy pedestrian and cycling 
access to local amenities. 

iii) Have no significant impact on 
landscape or seascape. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 102, 103, 104, 108, 110, 111 

• NDTLP ST10, DM02, DM05, 
Policy BRA and paragraph 10.180 
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Protecting the Footpath, 
Bridlepath and Cycle Path 
Networks 

3.85 The Tarka Trail, in addition to providing 3.8 Justification 
a safe cycling route to Barnstaple, “can be 

3.81 Braunton residents recognise the wealth regarded as a linear nature reserve with its 
of the local natural environment and cherish it. variety of wildlife habitats ranging from tall 
They expect to be able to access, on foot or scrub through to short herb rich 
cycle, both local amenities (ie schools, shops, glades” (Parish Environmental Audit c2011). 
community facilities, local green spaces) and 
the surrounding countryside. In response to the 
COVID pandemic, they wish to spend more 
time outdoors, socialising with friends and 
family whilst enjoying a walk in the countryside. 

3.82 “Walking is the most likely way all adults 
can achieve the recommended levels of physi-

cal activity.” National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence (NICE). 
Overview | Physical activity: walking and cycling | 
Guidance | NICE 

3.83 “Spending time in nature has been 
found to help with mental health problems 
including anxiety and depression.” MIND 
How nature benefits mental health - Mind 

3.84 Residents are concerned by both local 
congestion/pollution and climate change. 
They wish to travel in and around the village 
without contributing to vehicular congestion 
and pollution. This priority links directly to 
Policy BE9 Promotion of Active Travel. 

Present local paths are documented on the 
DCC link below. 
https://map.devon.gov.uk/dccviewer/MyLocalPaths/ 
https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/ 

https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/ 

. 

https://map.devon.gov.uk/dccviewer/MyLocalPaths/
https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/
https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/
https://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/PH41
https://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance/PH41
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/nature-and-mental-health/how-nature-benefits-mental-health/


                         

 

 

                  

                    

                  

     

                     

                    

                            

      

        

                                 

                  

                        

 

                             

   

                   

     

   

 

 

    
                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Protection of Landscape 

Character 

42 

NE6 

The landscape and characteristics of 
the natural and built environments come 
together to frame or create views and 
vistas within Braunton Parish. 

The landscapes identified within the 
Parish Character Assessment as being 
of particular significance will be 
protected from any adverse impact of 
new development that would detract 
from or obstruct them. Details of these 
significant landscapes can be found in 
the Appendix Natural Environment 
section. 

Development proposals will need to 
demonstrate that their design, scale, 
height and mass does not adversely 
impact these landscapes, and positively 
enhances them where possible. 

The full Braunton Parish Character Assessment can be 
found at: 
www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

file:///D:/Iomega HDD/Braunton NP/NP August 15th 2022/layout neighbourhood plan Glossary and Appendix  SEPTEMBER 2022 draft v.01.pub
file:///D:/Iomega HDD/Braunton NP/NP August 15th 2022/layout neighbourhood plan Glossary and Appendix  SEPTEMBER 2022 draft v.01.pub
file:///D:/Iomega HDD/Braunton NP/NP August 15th 2022/layout neighbourhood plan Glossary and Appendix  SEPTEMBER 2022 draft v.01.pub
file:///D:/Iomega HDD/Braunton NP/NP August 15th 2022/layout neighbourhood plan Glossary and Appendix  SEPTEMBER 2022 draft v.01.pub
http://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk
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3.9 Justification 

3.91 The setting of the Braunton village is in 
a valley and on lower slopes set between two 

hills. Within and around Braunton village are a 
number of valued heritage views evidencing 
agricultural and maritime history. To the 
South East of the village lies the estuary of 

the River Taw and to the South West the 
Great Field, Braunton Burrows and the sea. 
From the beach and sand dunes vistas extend 
towards Saunton Down and inland across the 
Northern and Eastern rural areas of the parish. 

3.92 Saunton Down is significant for its 
contribution to geodiversity, biodiversity and 
heritage. The cliff line is particularly special 
as shown by its SSSI designation. Bats, in 
particular Greater Horseshoe Bats, frequent 
the eastern zone around the golf course. 

3.93 There are cultivation terraces behind 
the Saunton Sands Hotel that are scheduled 
monuments, to the east Grade II listed 
Saunton Church and Saunton Court and the 
upper coastal slopes (above the road) could 
be reverted to coastal heath. It is also 
important that development respects this 
and does not affect their settings. Again, 
there is a need to consider the Braunton 
Burrows itself as the buildings from the hotel 
eastwards are also affecting its setting. 

3.94 From the hills and downs across the 
parish views extend in all directions giving 
extensive vistas of the various landscape 
types as described in the Parish Character 

Assessment,. 

3.95 The parish sits within a wide ranging 
coastal seascape and rural landscape. 
These are core characteristics of the parish. 
This unique setting, incorporating much of 
the AONB and local SSSIs, all within the 
Unesco Biosphere is highly valued by the 
resident community and essential to the 
tourist economy of the local area. It is 
imperative that any development has regard 
to the importance of such views to local 
people and visitors alike. 

Related National and Local policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 174, 176, 189 
• NDTLP ST14, ST15, DM07, DM08A 



                  

  

 

                 

                      

     

                          

      

                    

                        

     

        

   

                           

    

                                       

                        

      

         

                  

                      

                                     

      

     

     

   

                              

                        

    

       

   

       

     

 

       

   

       

     

    

                     

                              

     

 

 

 

  

Protection of Parish’s 

Strategic Nature Areas 

NE7 

1. In order to ensure that Braunton Parish 
contributes to Devon Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy, the Parish’s Strategic 
Nature Areas (SNAs) will be protected in 
recognition of their value in reconnecting 
the Parish’s core nature habitats as 
identified on Map L and on maps in the 
Appendix La, Lb, Lc. 

2. Proposals across the Parish, that are not 
householder development, which are 
within a defined SNA will only be 
supported where they demonstrate, 
through a Planning Statement 
(or Ecological Assessment, where 
required by the Local Planning Authority 
Validation List), that the proposal has no 
adverse impact on the habitat and 
biodiversity on-site and the site's setting 
or, where adverse impacts are 
unavoidable, that measures will be taken 
to satisfactorily mitigate such impact, for 
example, through demonstrable net gains 
in biodiversity. 

3. Outside of defined Development 
Boundaries, proposals will be supported 
where they meet the requirements in 2 
and where applicable: 

i) Are for measures to prevent coastal 
erosion or for natural flood management; 
or 

ii) Propose improvements to access to 
the countryside; and 

iii) Do not compromise the predominant 
landscape character of the proposal's 
location and setting; and 

vi) Do not harm the character or 

setting of designated international, 
national and local heritage assets. 

44 
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Protection of Parish’s 

Strategic Nature Areas 

3.10 Justification 

3.101 Braunton Parish wants to be an active 
participant in the Devon Nature Recovery 

Network programme being led by Devon 
Wildlife Trust on behalf of Natural Devon. 

3.102 Its strategic nature areas can make a 
significant contribution to the (re)building of 

Devon’s Nature Recovery Network. Protecting 
our significant network of linked habitats and 
green infrastructure is critical to being able to 
help reduce the impact of climate change and 
reverse the decline of species. 

3.103 A Nature Recovery Network (NRN) is 
described by Wildlife Trusts as “a joined-up 
system of places (habitats) important for wild 
plants and animals, on land and at sea. It will 
provide the habitats that wildlife needs to feed, 
breed, sleep and move from place to place. 
Critically it will allow the natural world to 
adapt to change. This network of habitats will 
also provide a range of other critical benefits 
such as carbon sequestration, flood control, 
clean water, healthy soils and recreational 
opportunities.” 

3.104 Under the 2021 Environment Act there 
is a requirement to produce a Devon Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS). This will set 
out the priorities and actions required to 
achieve the Devon Nature Recovery Network. 
It will also include a map which will show 

existing habitats and highlight opportunities 
and priorities. Work on the LNRS will start in 
summer 2022 when responsibilities and 
funding are confirmed by Defra. Further 

details will be shared on the Devon Local 
Nature Partnership website. 
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature-

recovery-network/ 

3.105 The LNRS will form part of a ‘nested 
suite’ of Nature Plans being produced at 
difference geographical scales across Devon 
e.g. for National Parks, AONBs, North Devon 
Biosphere and at parish/community level. 

3.106 Devon Local Nature Partnership has 

articulated why there is a need for Devon to 
create a nature recovery network. The 
document can be found at: 
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/ 
sites/32/2022/02/Why-we-need-the-Devon-NRN-and 
-national-context.pdf 

Related National and Local policies 

• Environment Act 2021 section 104 – 106 

• Nature Recovery Network Policy Paper 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-

recovery-network/nature-recovery-network 

• Defra 25 Year Environment Plan 
• NPPF paragraphs  179, 180 

• NDTLP ST14, BRA03 

https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/02/Why-we-need-the-Devon-NRN-and-national-context.pdf
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/02/Why-we-need-the-Devon-NRN-and-national-context.pdf
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/32/2022/02/Why-we-need-the-Devon-NRN-and-national-context.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature
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Protection of Parish’s 

Strategic Nature Areas 

3.107 Map L shows the SNA areas to which 
policy NE7 applies. Due to scale, more detailed 
maps La, Lb and Lc showing these areas are 
in the Appendix. These maps detail the 
Parish’s current habitats and wildlife sites and 
illustrate how they are currently islands within 
the landscape. The SNAs across the Parish, 
identified by work carried out under 

leadership of Devon Local Partnership, will 
enable the linking of these areas thus creating 
the nature recovery networks within the 
landscape – a stated aim of the Braunton 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan Natural 
Environment policies. Inappropriate types and 
scales of development within these SNAs 
should not compromise the ability to be able to 
link these areas, or create greater or enhance 
their habitat value. 

3.108 The policy aligns with footnote 62 of the 
NPPF which requires that where areas that 
are part of the Nature Recovery Network are 
identified in plans, it may be appropriate to 
specify the types of development that may be 
suitable within them. Given that the SNAs 
in the Parish are adjacent to the coast, have 
water courses and/or are in flood risk areas 

the policy specifies the types of development 
that will be supported. 

3.109 This policy’s wording recognises that it 
would be too onerous for householder  

applicants to comply with the policy. However, 
householders are encouraged to consider 

carefully their proposal's potential impact on 
SNAs. 

3.1010 Details of what constitutes householder 

development can be found on the Planning 
Portal. www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning 

-applications/consent-types/householder-planning-

consent 

3.1011 This policy should be read in 

conjunction with NE1. 

3.1012 Details of SNA reports 412 & 1080 
can be found in the Appendix 1 Natural 
Environment. 

http://www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning-applications/consent-types/householder-planning-consent
http://www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning-applications/consent-types/householder-planning-consent
http://www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning-applications/consent-types/householder-planning-consent
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NE8 

All new development should, where 
possible and appropriate, aim to protect 
and improve water (fluvial and 
groundwater table) quality across the 
Parish catchment basin. 

The use of open sustainable drainage 
systems (Open SuDS) as a viable and 
attractive alternative to more piped 
drainage systems (including water butts; 
permeable paving; a green roof; swales; 
detention basins; filter strips; and 
retention ponds) in development 
proposals will be supported. 

Open SuDS schemes should demonstrate 
how it will not only minimise flood risk 
but improve water quality as well as 
enhancing landscape for local residents 
and improve biodiversity and ecology. 

Development that is likely to degrade 
water quality will not be supported. 

Related National and Local policies 

• NPPF paragraph 174, 

• NDTLP ST03, ST14, BRA 
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3.11 Justification 

3.111 This policy supports the Local Plan 

policies ST03, BRA(j),BRA(k) and DM02 
providing specificity at the Parish level. 

3.112 Braunton Parish has, as shown on 
map M, numerous watercourses - all of 
which flow into the Taw - Torridge SSSI. 

3.113 The Environment Agency (EA) 
Service data for Upper & Lower Caen river 

and Taw Estuary show fail for all three on 
chemical & priority hazardous substances 

with the Estuary also being assessed as bad 
for biological quality elements and dissolved 
oxygen. 

3.114 Water classification results published 
by EA in 2020 revealed that nationally water 

quality has remained static with just 16% of 

our waters (14% of rivers) meeting the 
criteria for ‘good ecological status’. 

3.115 NPPF states: “Planning policies and 
decisions should contribute to and enhance 
the natural and local environment by: 
174e) preventing new and existing 
development from contributing to, being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely 

affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, 
water or noise pollution or land instability. 
Development should, wherever possible, help 
to improve local environmental conditions such 
as air and water quality…” 

3.116 The local plan states: “The quality of 

northern Devon’s natural environment will be 
protected and enhanced by ensuring that 
development contributes to: ST14(l) improving 
failing water bodies and preventing 
deterioration of water quality” and the 
Braunton Spatial Development strategy states 

that it will be delivered through “improved air 

quality in the village centre & support for 

initiatives to improve and mitigate against any 

adverse harm on water quality in the rivers 
and estuary”. 

3.117 Therefore, the use of sustainable 
drainage systems on site to mitigate the impact 
of increased surface water runoff as articulated 
in the latest SuDS guidance should be 
evidenced together with detail of how the open 
SuDS will be maintained over time. https:// 

www.susdrain.org/resources/SuDS_Manual.html 

References: 

Environment Agency Water Framework Directive 
Classification Status – Taw and North Devon 

Streams Operational Catchment data 
https://defra-cde2-rbmp-prod.publishmydata.com/ 
catchment-planning/OperationalCatchment/3441 

https://www.susdrain.org/resources/SuDS_Manual.html
https://www.susdrain.org/resources/SuDS_Manual.html
https://defra-cde2-rbmp-prod.publishmydata.com/catchment-planning/OperationalCatchment/3441
https://defra-cde2-rbmp-prod.publishmydata.com/catchment-planning/OperationalCatchment/3441
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• 

MAP M 

Water Network - Watercourses 



                

 

                                 

                       

                         

    

                         

                         

      

                                 

                                   

                       

                           

      

       

   

                        

              

                        

       

                 

      

 

     

      

     

     

                           

               

                         

      

 

                                   

          

       

                         

     

                             

                      

                           

                        

                               

     

                    

 

 

  

Provision of Natural 

Flood Management 

5. Development using land management 
techniques such as riparian buffers 

NE9 

1. Natural Flood Management Schemes alongside sustainable drainage 
aimed at improving flood protection to techniques will be supported. 
properties, businesses and roads across 

6. Development proposals in Braunton the Parish will be supported. 
Parish that are located in areas of flood 

2. These schemes should adopt the risk will only be supported where it is 
methods described in Environment demonstrated that the risk can be 
Agency’s latest guidance on working appropriately managed after 
with natural processes to reduce flood assessments made through both the 
risk. sequential test and exception test, and 

a site specific flood risk assessment 3. Proposals that introduce the managed 
where appropriate (such as Flood Zones re-introduction of beavers on the upper 
2 and 3). reaches of the River Caen to help reduce 

flood risk and improve ecological flood 7. Where the proposed development site is 
risk will be particularly welcomed. in an area deemed Flood Zone 2 or 3, or 

is in an area with critical drainage 4. Where possible and appropriate, new 
problems, advice on the scope of the development should aim to help reduce 
flood risk assessment required should the overall level of flood risk in the area 
be sought from the Environment Agency. and beyond through the layout and form 

of the development and the appropriate 
application of natural flood management 
techniques and sustainable drainage 
techniques. 

51 
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3.12 Justification 

3.121 The NPPF sets out a clear process for 

planning and flood risk whilst the Local Plan 

has no specific policies for natural flood 
management processes across Braunton 
Parish particularly with regards to river (fluvial) 
flooding. This policy is designed to provide that 
specificity by supporting Local Plan policies 
ST03, BRA (j), (k) and DM02 where planning 
permission is required in respect of flood 
management due to the particular vulnerability 

of Braunton in this respect. 

3.122 There have been three significant 
flooding events in the last decade (2012, 2015, 
2016). The impact of the floods upon the local 
business community was the subject of a study 

by Centre for Disaster Resilience (CDR), 
University of Salford. 
https://www.arcc-network.org.uk/wp-content/pdfs/ 
SME-resilience-Braunton-Dec2015.pdf 

3.123 Within Braunton Parish there are 
significant areas of land that are designated as 
Flood Zones 2 and 3, including the centre of 
Braunton village, Knowle and Velator. River 

(Fluvial) flooding is a particular risk given the 
location of River Caen through the centre of 

the Parish and the proximity of Knowl Water to 
the east. 

3.124 These areas are indicated on flood risk 

maps generated by the Environment Agency, 
which provide a snapshot in time. It should be 
noted that these maps do not yet take into 
account the impacts of climate change and 
future potential changes in the probability of 

flooding occurring. 
Flood map for planning - GOV.UK (flood-map-for-

planning.service.gov.uk) 

3.125 The recent data in the Coastal Change 
Management Area (CCMA) Technical Evidence 
Taw - Torridge Estuary presented to North 
Devon and Torridge Councils in May 2021 
show that the impact of water level rise and 
coastal change due to climate change on 
Braunton will be significant. 

3.126 UK Government’s 2020 Flood and 
Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy 

long-term vision is for: “a nation ready for, and 
resilient to, flooding and coastal change – 
today, tomorrow and to the year 2100.” 

This strategy calls for the nation to embrace 
a broad range of resilience actions including 
better protection to flooding and coastal 
change. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment-

standing-advice 

3.127 In addition to hard flood and coastal 
defences, there needs to be a broader range 
of sustainable actions for achieving climate 
resilient places that: 

a) avoids inappropriate development in the 
floodplain and 

b) use nature based solutions to slow the 
flow of or store flood waters. 

3.128 Natural flood management is when 
natural processes are used to reduce the risk 

of flooding and coastal erosion. Examples of 
these nature based solutions include: restoring 
bends in rivers, changing the way land is 
managed so soil can absorb more water and 
creating saltmarshes on the coast to absorb 
wave energy. 

https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/confirm-location?easting=248795&northing=136576&placeOrPostcode=Braunton%20Devon
https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/confirm-location?easting=248795&northing=136576&placeOrPostcode=Braunton%20Devon
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment-standing-advice?_ga=2.196790639.2121430314.1636544073-852364982.1635875270
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment-standing-advice?_ga=2.196790639.2121430314.1636544073-852364982.1635875270
https://www.arcc-network.org.uk/wp-content/pdfs/SME-resilience-Braunton-Dec2015.pdf
https://www.arcc-network.org.uk/wp-content/pdfs/SME-resilience-Braunton-Dec2015.pdf
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Flood Management 

3.129 The policy actively supports the 
reintroduction of beavers to realise the 
following benefits: 

a) Reducing impacts of flooding 
downstream by engineering pools and 
canals that hold water and release it 
slowly back into the watercourse 

b) Creating wetland habitats that increase 
diversity and abundance of wildlife 
including amphibians, aquatic insects, 
water voles and wetland birds 

c) Increasing biomass of fish in rivers: 
beaver dams provide space for juvenile 
fish to shelter and feed 

d) Improving water quality: beaver dams 
trap silt that has been washed off the 
land, including soil that has been treated 
with chemical fertilizer. Water is cleaner 

after passing through a beaver dam 

e) Encouraging wildlife tourism and 
increasing people’s appreciation for -
and engagement with - the natural world. 

3.1210 Braunton Parish’s natural environment 
provides the tools for these processes to be 
adopted and provide benefit to the ecology of 

the area as well as enhancing flood prevention 
measures. 

Related National and Local policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 159 – 169 

• UK government National flood and coastal 
erosion risk management strategy for 

England 

• Environment Agency Mapping the potential 
for Working with Natural Processes – 
technical report SC150005 

• Environment Agency Taw and North Devon 
Streams Catchment Area 

• NDTLP ST03, BRA, DM02 

• North Devon and Torridge Coastal Change 
Management Areas May 2021 

• NDC Flood Risk Assessment – 2009 

• River Otter Beaver Trial: Science and 
Evidence Report – University of Exeter 

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/creww/research/ 
beavertrial/ 

https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/creww/research/beavertrial/
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/creww/research/beavertrial/
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	19 
	3.1 Context for Policies 
	3.11 Within Braunton Parish lies the Braunton Burrows, a special area of conservation (SAC) and site of special scientific interest (SSSI) which is designated by UNESCO as the core of a Biosphere Reserve. The Parish is situated within the transition zone of the Biosphere Reserve and part of the Parish is within the North Devon Area of Outstanding Beauty as well as a World Surf Reserve. The Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) is to the west of the Parish and part of the Parish falls within the Heritage Coast and 
	3.11 Within Braunton Parish lies the Braunton Burrows, a special area of conservation (SAC) and site of special scientific interest (SSSI) which is designated by UNESCO as the core of a Biosphere Reserve. The Parish is situated within the transition zone of the Biosphere Reserve and part of the Parish is within the North Devon Area of Outstanding Beauty as well as a World Surf Reserve. The Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) is to the west of the Parish and part of the Parish falls within the Heritage Coast and 
	3.12 It is bounded to the north by the Caen River and in the south by the Taw Torridge Estuary which is a SSSI. 
	3.13 Parish residents recognise the wealth of the local natural environment and cherish it, citing the environment’s landscape and biodiversity as being an essential part of their work/life balance. For many it is the natural environment that supports their businesses within the tourism sector. 
	3.14 Of equal importance are the Local Green Spaces mainly located in and around the village of Braunton. These are safe spaces, accessible on foot to all and used for a variety of recreational activities. 
	3.15 For these reasons residents want to ensure that their natural environment is safeguarded for future generations. 
	-

	3.16 They further recognise, and have articulated through the consultation process, the threat to their natural environment of creeping urbanisation, the loss of habitats to development and the increasing risk of flood. 
	3.17 The Parish Council has declared a Climate Emergencyin recognition of the impact that changing climate is having on our community. 
	1 

	3.18 Natural England’s North Devon Natural Capital Strategy has been developed in response to issues identified within the North Devon Biosphere. The strategy considers four areas in detail including improving water quality and minimising flood risk, identifying actions that can be undertaken to restore nature for future generations but is advice only. 
	a) North Devon UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Nature Recovery Plan 
	/ nature-recovery-plan.html 
	https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk


	3.19 The National Planning Policy Framework addresses conserving and enhancing the natural environment (paragraph 170), Habitats and Biodiversity (paragraphs 174 & 175). 
	3.110 North Devon and Torridge Local Plan has policies that address environmental protection (DM02), biodiversity and geodiversity (DM08), landscape and seascape character (DM08A), safeguarding green infrastructure (DM09) and green infrastructure provision (DM10). 
	3.111 However, these are district wide policies and do not protect and enhance specific sites within Braunton Parish. 
	Braunton Parish Council Monday 10June 2019 minutes 
	1 
	th 


	Figure
	20 
	Figure

	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	3.112 This map and the three that follow have been provided by Devon Wildlife Trust using data held by Devon Biodiversity Records Centre. A report in respect of Wildlife Site Resource Map & Species Information for Neighbourhood Planning -Braunton by Devon Biodiversity Record Centre Report can be found at: 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 


	3.113 Braunton Parish statutory sites indicated in orange. Saunton to Baggy Point coast is part of North Devon’s Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and is a SSSI. Braunton Burrows is the core of the UNESCO North Devon Biosphere. Taw/Torridge estuary is a site of special scientific interest (SSSI). There are five SSSIs -Chapel Hill, Caen Valley Bats, Greenways, Freshmarsh and Swanpool. 
	Figure

	MAP A Braunton Parish Statutory Sites 2021 
	Figure
	21 
	Figure

	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	3.114 This map illustrates special nature areas (SNA) by habitat type -extensive within the Parish. These are seen as areas that can make a significant contribution to the (re)building of Devon’s Nature Map. 
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature
	-

	recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/ 


	3.115 For more information about Strategic Nature Areas go to 
	https://www.dbrc.org.uk/ 
	https://www.dbrc.org.uk/ 
	strategic%20nature%20areas/ 


	3.116 The isolated sites across the Parish of Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI) and the County Wildlife Sites (CWS) are all situated within SNA. 
	MAP B Braunton Parish Non-Statutory Sites 
	Braunton Parish Non-Statutory Sites 
	-

	22 
	Figure

	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	3.117 This map shows informal sites of wildlife importance. Unconfirmed Wildlife Sites (UWS), Other Sites of Wildlife Interest (OSWI), Invertibrate Site Register Locations (INVERT), Important Bird Areas (IBA), Devon Wildlife Trust (DWT). 

	3.118 Details of which can be found in the DBRC document for Braunton. 
	3.118 Details of which can be found in the DBRC document for Braunton. 
	3.118 Details of which can be found in the DBRC document for Braunton. 
	20210719-DBRC-Braunton_neighbourhood_Plan
	20210719-DBRC-Braunton_neighbourhood_Plan
	20210719-DBRC-Braunton_neighbourhood_Plan
	-

	002.pdf (brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk) 


	Figure
	MAP C Braunton Parish Other Sites 2022 

	Figure


	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	23 
	AONB PARISH 
	3.119 This map shows Parish land within the designated Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) for North Devon. 
	MAP D 
	Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) for North Devon 
	Figure

	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 

	24 
	3.2 Aim 
	3.21 Our aims for the Natural Environment theme have been developed from consultation and our understanding of the character of the Parish. They are to: 
	3.21 Our aims for the Natural Environment theme have been developed from consultation and our understanding of the character of the Parish. They are to: 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	recognise the quality and status afforded national and international designations; 

	b) 
	b) 
	protect, maintain and actively promote biodiversity and the habitats critical to wildlife; 

	c) 
	c) 
	protect and enhance the local environment for the enjoyment of residents and visitors and connect people to the environment with footpaths and cycleways; and, 

	d) 
	d) 
	support the Nature Recovery Network by protecting and promoting core and other important nature areas, priority areas for habitat creation and nature recovery areas. 


	3.22 Natural Environment Policies will ensure that the Parish protects, maintains and actively promotes biodiversity for the sake of wildlife, their habitats, landscape character and people who use the countryside for recreation and work. 
	3.23 Increased visitor pressure as a cumulative effect of local housing development and all year round tourism is resulting in negative impacts on some designated habitats. Notable examples of this are Braunton Burrows SAC dune habitats and the Taw Torridge SSSI roosts. 
	3.24 The policies will recognise that Braunton Parish sits within the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Biosphere, is part of the North Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the Taw Site of Special Scientific Interest to the south and has a number of designated sites and species. These include the Caen Greater Horseshoe Bats maternity roost, Swanpool Marsh Nature reserve, critical endangered lapwing grazing on Braunton Marsh and otters in the River Caen. 
	3.25 Caen Wetlands Reserve has added to the Parish’s reputation for the quality of its Natural Environment -an invaluable asset that supports our local tourism economy. 
	3.26 Residents want to ensure that its biodiversity is protected and enhanced for future generations. 
	3.27 The Parish ambition is to be an active participant in the Devon Nature Recovery Network programme being led by Devon Wildlife Trust on behalf of Natural Devon. 
	https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking
	https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking
	https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking
	-

	action/nature-recovery-network/ 
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature
	-

	recovery-network/nature-recovery-network-map/ 


	3.28 Within Braunton Parish the following areas will be protected and enhanced: 
	a) Core Nature Areas. Existing areas of wildlife rich habitat or supporting habitat. These include statutory and non-statutory designated sites (SACs, SPAs, SSSIs, CWS), priority habitats (species rich grasslands, woodlands, heath, ponds, hedges) and habitats critical to supporting species associated with designated sites and protected/key species e.g. high tide roosts along the estuaries, sustenance zones around significant bat roosts and great crested newt habitat. Gaps in our knowledge of priority habita

	Figure

	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 
	3. Natural Environment 

	25 
	b) 
	b) 
	b) 
	Nature Areas. Existing habitats which have wildlife value (or potential value) but don’t meet Core Nature Area  criteria. These may include parks, churchyards, allotments, plantation woodlands and areas of farmland such as rough/tussocky grasslands (important for bird and bat foraging). We may not be able to map all of these areas at the county scale. 

	c) 
	c) 
	Priority areas for habitat creation that are identified by DBRC and DWT who are working closely with the EA to develop a methodology for Habitat Suitability Mapping using soils information and other data. This will identify areas suitable for creating specific habitats such as heathland, culm grasslands, calcareous grassland and woodlands. This information will be valuable in targeting funding such as net gain, carbon offsetting and Environmental Land Management. It will also be used to identify areas where


	e.g. priority areas for heathland creation. 
	e.g. priority areas for heathland creation. 
	d) Nature Recovery Areas. Large areas of countryside with considerable coverage of Core and other Nature Areas where landscape-scale restoration will contribute significantly to nature recovery both in the Parish and in Devon. 

	Figure
	3.3 Objectives 
	3.3 Objectives 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	Protection and Enhancement of Locally Valued Sites of Biodiversity and Habitat 

	b) 
	b) 
	Protection of Parish Bat Population including bat roosts, commuting and foraging paths 

	c) 
	c) 
	Protecting & Increasing the Parish’s Biodiversity 

	d) 
	d) 
	Protecting Devon Banks, Hedgerows and Trees 

	e) 
	e) 
	Protecting the Footpath, Bridlepath and Cycle Path Networks 

	f) 
	f) 
	Protection of Landscape Character 

	g) 
	g) 
	Protection of Parish’s Strategic Nature Areas 

	h) 
	h) 
	Protection and Improvement of Water Quality 

	i) 
	i) 
	Provision of Natural Flood Management 
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	NE1 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Our locally valued areas of biodiversity, geodiversity and habitat identified on maps E, F, G, H, I and J will be protected as areas critical in supporting wildlife habitats, biodiversity and geodiversity and their role within the wider network of green infrastructure. Their loss will not normally be supported. 

	2. 
	2. 
	Development proposals which result in the unavoidable loss of these areas (in whole or in part) will only be supported where: 


	i) There are no other suitable sites for the proposed development; 
	i) There are no other suitable sites for the proposed development; 
	ii) The areas (quality, land area and habitat, biodiversity and geodiversity value) can be replaced in close proximity to their original location with a minimum 10% net gain in biodiversity; 
	iii) A funded Landscape and Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) is agreed between the applicant and Local Planning Authority to ensure that a minimum net gain of 10% in biodiversity is realised; 
	iv) The proposal would not have adverse impacts on the site’s wider landscape setting which is integral to habitat retention and enhancement (with regards to biodiversity and geodiversity) or such impacts can be mitigated. 

	Related National and Local Policies 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	NPPF paragraphs 174, 176, 177,178, 179, 180 

	• 
	• 
	Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 


	• NDTLP ST14 and DM08 
	Figure
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	Figure

	3.4 Justification 
	3.4 Justification 
	3.41 There is evidence that in spite of provision for legal protection of designated landscape development often has no conditions that address environmental impacts. Examples of these are 74738, 73908, 74950 and 72400. In all of these examples there was a pre existing dwelling which has been replaced by new bigger dwelling. These developments introduce additional light pollution, habitat loss and in some cases are very prominent in the land and seascape. 
	3.42 Devon Biodiversity Record Centre’s Wildlife site resource map and species information for neighbourhood planning details the variety of important wildlife habitats and the many protected and notable species which collectively contribute to an exceptionally high biodiversity. These sites and species are not specifically noted in the Local Plan. 
	3.43 The link below is to the Natural England website that provides details of the health of SSSIs. 
	https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/?s=03 
	https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/?s=03 
	https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/?s=03 



	3.44 The information from Natural England 
	3.44 The information from Natural England 
	3.44 The information from Natural England 

	Reference: 
	and the Braunton Parish Plan Environmental 
	and the Braunton Parish Plan Environmental 

	Devon Biodiversity Record Centre Wildlife site resource map and species information for neighbourhood planning – Braunton July 
	Audit are now out of date. The Parish would 
	Audit are now out of date. The Parish would 

	2021 
	positively support new audits of our local sites 
	positively support new audits of our local sites 

	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 


	of Biodiversity and Habitat. 
	of Biodiversity and Habitat. 

	Figure
	Figure
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	3.45 Designations within the Parish are: UNESCO North Devon Biosphere Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
	3.45 Designations within the Parish are: UNESCO North Devon Biosphere Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
	UK0012570 Braunton Burrows North Devon Marine Conservation Zone North Devon Area of Outstanding Beauty 
	SSSIs: Braunton Burrows SS452348 Braunton Swanpool SS471367 Caen Valley Bats SS484377 Chapel Hill SS490371 Greenways and Freshmarsh SS464352 Saunton to Baggy Point SS431395 Taw-Torridge Estuary SS525341 

	Details can be found at this link 
	https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/ 
	https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/ 
	https://naturalengland-defra.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/ 
	sites-of-special-scientific-interest-england?geometry=
	-


	4.250%2C51.115%2C-4.207%2C51.124 

	MAP E 
	Figure
	29 
	3.46 County Wildlife site designations within the Parish are: 
	3.46 County Wildlife site designations within the Parish are: 
	Braunton Down Quarry Chapel Hill Paddock Chapel Hill Wood East Hill Horsey Island Pippacott Wood West Hill Beacon 
	3.47 Locations of which are shown on Maps F, G and H 

	MAP F County Wildlife Sites 
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	Figure
	MAP G 
	County Wildlife Sites 
	County Wildlife Sites 
	County Wildlife Sites 
	County Wildlife Sites 
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	Figure
	MAP H 
	32 
	Figure
	3.48 Ancient Woodland site designations within the Parish are: 
	3.48 Ancient Woodland site designations within the Parish are: 
	Ash Wood Buckland Wood Corhill Head Copse and land between Corilhead Road and A361 Park Wood Pippacott Wood 
	3.49 Locations highlighted in green are shown on Maps I and J which have been provided by North Devon AONB 

	Ancient Woodland Site Designations within the Parish 
	MAP I 
	33 
	Figure
	MAP J 
	Ancient Woodland Site Designations within the Parish 
	Ancient Woodland Site Designations within the Parish 
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	Protection of the Caen Valley Bats SSSI and the Parish Bat Population 
	Figure

	3.5 Justification 

	3.51 In 2002 a study by English Nature took 
	3.51 In 2002 a study by English Nature took 
	3.51 In 2002 a study by English Nature took 

	2. Any development affecting an element 
	NE2 
	place tracking bats from their home roost to 
	place tracking bats from their home roost to 
	of the SSSI should be demonstrating 
	the north of Braunton -bats were found as far 

	1. Development will not be permitted where enhancements to site habitats and 
	away as Braunton Burrows, Croyde and even 
	away as Braunton Burrows, Croyde and even 
	it would harm the Braunton bat 
	ecologically sensitive lighting in 
	around Fremington. To reach the south, 
	sustenance zone (as identified in map K), 
	accordance with the Bats Conservation 
	particularly Braunton Marshes, the bats have 
	bat locations and flight routes unless:
	-

	Trust’s Artificial Lighting Guidance 
	to go around or through Braunton. 
	https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings
	https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings
	https://www.bats.org.uk/our-work/buildings
	-



	i) Consideration of the cumulative 
	http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/ 
	http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/ 
	http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/ 


	planning-and-development/lighting 
	planning-and-development/lighting 
	planning-and-development/lighting 


	effect of their proposal on habitat 
	publication/142004 
	publication/142004 
	publication/142004 


	loss, encroachment and light 


	3.52 Devon Wildlife Trusts’ Devon Bat Survey 
	3.52 Devon Wildlife Trusts’ Devon Bat Survey 
	3.52 Devon Wildlife Trusts’ Devon Bat Survey 
	pollution in respect of the wider 
	2016 – 2020 Final Report details Braunton 
	Parish bat population. 
	Parish as a “hotspot” for a number of bat 
	ii) The economic or social benefits 
	species particularly the Greater Horseshoe Bat. 
	of the development significantly 

	Related National and Local Policies 
	and demonstrably outweigh the 3.53 Female greater horseshoe bats typically 
	identified value of the site • NPPF paragraphs 179 – 182 use a 4km zone around their roost to hunt in, although they will travel much further than this. 
	iii) Any damage to the identified • NDTLP ST14, DM02, DM08 
	What is believed to be the second largest 
	What is believed to be the second largest 
	value of the site is minimised 
	population of Greater Horseshoe Bats in the 
	iv) There are no reasonable, less 
	UK is found around Braunton. 
	damaging alternatives 
	https://devonbatproject.org/wp-content/ 
	https://devonbatproject.org/wp-content/ 
	https://devonbatproject.org/wp-content/ 



	and 
	Figure
	uploads/2021/01/Devon-Bat-Survey-Final-Report
	uploads/2021/01/Devon-Bat-Survey-Final-Report
	-

	2016-2020.pdf 


	v) Appropriate compensatory 
	v) Appropriate compensatory 

	measures are undertaken 3.54 In order to protect the foraging areas and commuting routes for these bats, there is a Bat Sustenance Zone (as shown on Map K) with a 4 kilometre radius around the important maternity roost at Caen Valley Bats SSSI. 
	Figure
	Protection of the Caen Valley Bats SSSI and the Parish Bat Population 
	Protection of the Caen Valley Bats SSSI and the Parish Bat Population 
	3.55 Development proposals affecting foraging and commuting habitat across the wider Parish, including river valleys, hedgerows and scrub land, or access to these foraging areas within the Bat Sustenance Zone would have a significant detrimental impact on the bat population of Braunton Parish. 
	3.56 Up to date data in respect of bat populations, roosting and foraging activity is held by Devon Biodiversity Record Centre which is resource that should be utilised in the preparation of development proposals that have potential impact on the bat population. 
	https://www.dbrc.org.uk/ 
	https://www.dbrc.org.uk/ 
	https://www.dbrc.org.uk/ 


	MAP K 

	Braunton 4km Greater Horseshoe Bat Sustenance Zone 
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	NE3 
	1. All new development proposals should provide at least 10% net gain in biodiversity from the pre-development baseline on the proposed site by incorporating the following features on the site: 
	i) Wildlife habitats and landscape features (e.g. woodland, watercourses, unimproved grassland and orchards) to be retained or created; 
	i) Wildlife habitats and landscape features (e.g. woodland, watercourses, unimproved grassland and orchards) to be retained or created; 
	ii) Native flora in hedgerows, landscaping and open spaces to be planted; 
	iii) Biodiversity-friendly environment to be created (by including features such as bat boxes, bird boxes, nest cups, and bee bricks); and 
	iv) Wildlife friendly boundary treatments to be included that facilitate the movement of species. Residents of new dwellings to be provided with information on the biodiversity features integrated into their new home. 

	2. Where a development has an impact on biodiversity developers should provide an increase in appropriate natural habitat and ecological features over and above that being affected in such a way that the loss of biodiversity through development will be halted and the site can contribute towards the restoration of ecological networks. 
	Figure
	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 174, 179 -182 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Defra 25 Year Environment Plan 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Environment Bill 2020 -Part 6 Nature and Biodiversity 

	• NDTLP policy ST14, DM08 

	• 
	• 
	North Devon Coast AONB Management Plan 2019 -2024 

	• 
	• 
	North Devon Biosphere Strategy for Sustainable Development 2014 -2024 


	• North Devon Biosphere Nature Recovery Plan 
	https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/nature
	https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/nature
	-

	recovery-plan.html 


	• North Devon Biosphere Town and Villages Plan 
	https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/towns-and
	https://www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk/towns-and
	-

	villages.html 


	Figure
	37 
	3.6 Justification 
	3.61 Nationally the UK continues to suffer from loss of biodiversity eg butterflies (indicator of habitat specialist) down 68% since 1976. “Our statistics demonstrate that the abundance and distribution of the UK's species has, on average, declined since 1970 and many metrics suggest this decline has continued in the most recent decade. There has been no let-up in the net loss of nature in the UK.” State of Nature Report, 2019 (State of Nature UK, 2019). 
	3.61 Nationally the UK continues to suffer from loss of biodiversity eg butterflies (indicator of habitat specialist) down 68% since 1976. “Our statistics demonstrate that the abundance and distribution of the UK's species has, on average, declined since 1970 and many metrics suggest this decline has continued in the most recent decade. There has been no let-up in the net loss of nature in the UK.” State of Nature Report, 2019 (State of Nature UK, 2019). 
	3.62 Devon species, both priority and locally threatened, are in decline (State of the Environment, Devon & Torbay Summary Document). 
	3.63 North Devon UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve Offsetting Strategy 2013-2018 stated 
	“Analysis undertaken by statutory bodies shows that over 45 hectares of land is developed within the Biosphere Reserve each year and is lost to biodiversity. This has been mainly around the urban areas as settlements grow.” The recent study by Natural England in 2019 states that “wintering waterbird populations at the Taw Torridge estuary have 
	“Analysis undertaken by statutory bodies shows that over 45 hectares of land is developed within the Biosphere Reserve each year and is lost to biodiversity. This has been mainly around the urban areas as settlements grow.” The recent study by Natural England in 2019 states that “wintering waterbird populations at the Taw Torridge estuary have 
	been monitored in detail for >40 years and have declined significantly over this period.” 

	3.64 Braunton Parish is situated in the Biosphere Reserve and has already experienced loss of biodiversity due to development activity. The conservation of traditional hedgerows is particularly important for our resident bat population. 
	3.65 The RTPI practical advice report (2019) outlines how “Local planning authorities (LPAs) can protect and enhance biodiversity in a number of ways: Adopting an integrated strategic planning approach to biodiversity in local plans and local nature recovery networks; Promoting biodiverse developments through planning obligations; Managing local government public assets to enhance biodiversity; Collaborative working with other LPAs, public bodies and local stakeholders; Embedding biodiversity evaluation and
	3.66 This policy is intended to avoid potential future losses so as to ensure that the description of being the most biodiverse parish in England is maintained -an important feature 
	3.66 This policy is intended to avoid potential future losses so as to ensure that the description of being the most biodiverse parish in England is maintained -an important feature 
	for our tourism sector. The Parish would further welcome a biodiversity audit to form a baseline against which change can be evaluated. 

	References : 
	Biodiversity in Planning: Obligations and opportunities to promote biodiversity through the UK planning systems (2019), Royal Town Planning Institute                                                                                        
	RTPI | Biodiversity in Planning 
	RTPI | Biodiversity in Planning 
	RTPI | Biodiversity in Planning 


	Identification of Wintering Wildfowl High Tide Roosts and Recreational Disturbance Impacts on the Taw Torridge Estuary (2019), Natural England.                                         
	Identification of Wintering Wildfowl High Tide Roosts 
	Identification of Wintering Wildfowl High Tide Roosts 
	Identification of Wintering Wildfowl High Tide Roosts 
	& Recreational Disturbance Impacts on the Taw 
	Torridge Estuary Site of Special Scientific Interest 
	(SSSI) -NECR281 (naturalengland.org.uk) 


	Greater Horseshoe Bat Project Report (2003) 
	Greater horseshoe bat Project 1998-2003 
	Greater horseshoe bat Project 1998-2003 
	Greater horseshoe bat Project 1998-2003 
	-

	ENRR532 (naturalengland.org.uk) 


	State of Nature 2019 UK, State of Nature Partnership.       
	State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 
	State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 
	State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 


	State of the Environment, Devon & Torbay summary         document (2018), Natural Devon.                                                                                              
	State of Environment report -Devon Local Nature 
	State of Environment report -Devon Local Nature 
	State of Environment report -Devon Local Nature 
	Partnership (devonlnp.org.uk) 
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	NE4 
	Proposals for development which have an adverse impact on traditional Devon hedges, established hedgerows, banks and treelines should demonstrate that : 
	Proposals for development which have an adverse impact on traditional Devon hedges, established hedgerows, banks and treelines should demonstrate that : 

	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	Alternative options are impractical 

	TR
	and the proposal is the least 

	TR
	damaging option (to the 

	TR
	hedgerow/bank, setting in the 

	TR
	landscape, biodiversity and habitats) 

	ii) 
	ii) 
	They have taken the most up to 

	TR
	date Highways Authority standards 

	TR
	and guidance relating to changes 

	TR
	to hedgerows 

	iii) 
	iii) 
	Existing trees will be protected from 

	TR
	loss for the contribution they make 

	TR
	to reducing air pollution, softening 

	TR
	the urban aspects of the parish, 

	TR
	providing shade in the summer 

	TR
	(natural environmental cooling), 

	TR
	and biodiversity 


	iv) Where the loss of a tree, trees and/or hedgerows and/or banks is unavoidable proposals should replace these features to an equivalent scale, effect or massing to ensure at a minimum 10% net gain to local biodiversity on site or within close proximity within the parish if onsite mitigation is not feasible. Any proposed hedgerow mitigation or enhancement should be in line with guidance provided by the Devon Hedges Organisation. 
	iv) Where the loss of a tree, trees and/or hedgerows and/or banks is unavoidable proposals should replace these features to an equivalent scale, effect or massing to ensure at a minimum 10% net gain to local biodiversity on site or within close proximity within the parish if onsite mitigation is not feasible. Any proposed hedgerow mitigation or enhancement should be in line with guidance provided by the Devon Hedges Organisation. 
	https://devonhedges.org/wp-content/ 
	https://devonhedges.org/wp-content/ 
	https://devonhedges.org/wp-content/ 
	uploads/2015/11/8_Hedge-Creation-1.pdf 



	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 174 -176, 179, 180 
	• NDTLP ST03, ST04, ST14, DM04, DM08, DM08A 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

	• 
	• 
	England Trees Action Plan 2021 -2024 published May 2021 

	• 
	• 
	NDC Tree Preservation Orders 


	Figure
	Figure
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	3.7 Justification 
	3.71 “Our woodland wildlife is under pressure. In 2016, the breeding woodland bird indicator for England was 24% lower than in 1970, while the indicator for woodland butterflies has fallen by 58% since 1990.” 
	State of Nature (2019) 
	3.72 “Hedgerows provide vital resources for mammals, birds, and insect species. As well as being an important habitat in their own right, they act as wildlife corridors allowing dispersal between isolated habitats.” Hedgelink.org.uk 
	3.73 Devon banks, trees, hedges and woodland are key features of the parish’s landscape, yet are subject to constant pressures due to both natural and human influences. They provide significant aesthetic, amenity and ecology benefits, and help to contribute to a healthier environment and healthy population. 
	3.74 They provide multiple benefits to our community, including filtering air pollution, reducing surface water runoff /contributing to sustainable drainage, providing wildlife habitats, improving water quality and the stabilising of soils and slopes. 
	3.75 Policy NE 4 explicitly requires that the replacement of trees and hedgerows makes a minimum 10% net gain to biodiversity. Whilst the Defra matrix allows for compensatory tree planting with whips/saplings it takes no account of the loss of carbon sequestration provided by mature trees and hedgerows. For example a Rowan is not mature until 15 years and an oak is deemed mature at 40 years. 
	3.75 Policy NE 4 explicitly requires that the replacement of trees and hedgerows makes a minimum 10% net gain to biodiversity. Whilst the Defra matrix allows for compensatory tree planting with whips/saplings it takes no account of the loss of carbon sequestration provided by mature trees and hedgerows. For example a Rowan is not mature until 15 years and an oak is deemed mature at 40 years. 
	3.76 The role of hedges should be given greater prominence in the consideration of planning matters as there is a a growing body of evidence that they can support air quality improvements. In the more urban areas of the Parish this is particularly pertinent as hedgerows are more effective at sequestration of toxins at exhaust pipe level and reducing direct exposure to harmful pollutants. 
	3.77 Proposals should evidence that guidelines provided by Devon County Council Highways has been followed. This advice can be found at this link: 
	https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
	https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
	https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/ 
	factsheet/hedges-and-verges/maintaining-hedges
	-

	and-trees/ 


	3.78 Enhancing existing hedgerows and connectivity between existing woodlands is seen as a priority and the importance of promoting green corridors to allow species to migrate is emphasized. Both of which contribute to the overall aim of the Neighbourhood Plan’s Natural Environment theme. 
	References: 
	State of Nature 2019 UK Report, State of Nature               Partnership.                                                                                       
	State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 
	State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 
	State of nature report (rspb.org.uk) 


	Woodland Trust 
	https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/ 
	https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/ 
	https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/ 
	british-trees/why-trees-are-important-for-biodiversity 


	https://www.Hedgelink.org.uk 
	https://www.Hedgelink.org.uk 
	https://www.Hedgelink.org.uk 


	RTPI response to Defra consultation on England Tree Strategy September 2020 
	RTPI | RTPI response to the England Tree Strategy consul
	RTPI | RTPI response to the England Tree Strategy consul
	RTPI | RTPI response to the England Tree Strategy consul
	-

	tation 



	Figure
	Protecting the Footpath, Bridlepath and Cycle Path Networks 
	Protecting the Footpath, Bridlepath and Cycle Path Networks 
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	NE5 
	Development proposals which result in the loss of public footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths or reduce permeability will not normally be supported. 
	Development proposals which result in the loss of public footpaths, bridleways and cycle paths or reduce permeability will not normally be supported. 
	Proposals affecting existing or creation of new rights of way and other non-vehicular routes should, where relevant: 

	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	Better link existing areas of green infrastructure and local green space. 

	ii) 
	ii) 
	Help to retain and enhance safe and easy pedestrian and cycling access to local amenities. 

	iii) 
	iii) 
	Have no significant impact on landscape or seascape. 


	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 102, 103, 104, 108, 110, 111 
	• NDTLP ST10, DM02, DM05, Policy BRA and paragraph 10.180 
	Figure
	Figure
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	Figure
	Protecting the Footpath, Bridlepath and Cycle Path Networks 
	Protecting the Footpath, Bridlepath and Cycle Path Networks 
	3.85 The Tarka Trail, in addition to providing 

	3.8 Justification 
	a safe cycling route to Barnstaple, “can be 
	a safe cycling route to Barnstaple, “can be 
	3.81 Braunton residents recognise the wealth 
	regarded as a linear nature reserve with its 
	of the local natural environment and cherish it. 
	variety of wildlife habitats ranging from tall 
	They expect to be able to access, on foot or 
	scrub through to short herb rich 
	cycle, both local amenities (ie schools, shops, 
	cycle, both local amenities (ie schools, shops, 
	glades” (Parish Environmental Audit c2011). 

	community facilities, local green spaces) and the surrounding countryside. In response to the COVID pandemic, they wish to spend more time outdoors, socialising with friends and family whilst enjoying a walk in the countryside. 
	3.82 “Walking is the most likely way all adults can achieve the recommended levels of physical activity.” National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE). 
	-

	Overview | Physical activity: walking and cycling | 
	Overview | Physical activity: walking and cycling | 
	Overview | Physical activity: walking and cycling | 
	Guidance | NICE 


	3.83 “Spending time in nature has been found to help with mental health problems including anxiety and depression.” MIND 
	How nature benefits mental health -Mind 
	How nature benefits mental health -Mind 

	3.84 Residents are concerned by both local congestion/pollution and climate change. They wish to travel in and around the village without contributing to vehicular congestion and pollution. This priority links directly to Policy BE9 Promotion of Active Travel. 

	Present local paths are documented on the DCC link below. . 
	https://map.devon.gov.uk/dccviewer/MyLocalPaths/ 
	https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/ 
	https://www.traveldevon.info/cycle/ 
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	NE6 
	The landscape and characteristics of the natural and built environments come together to frame or create views and vistas within Braunton Parish. 
	The landscape and characteristics of the natural and built environments come together to frame or create views and vistas within Braunton Parish. 
	The landscapes identified within the Parish Character Assessment as being of particular significance will be protected from any adverse impact of new development that would detract from or obstruct them. 
	Details of these 
	significant landscapes can be found in 
	the Appendix Natural Environment 
	section. 

	Development proposals will need to demonstrate that their design, scale, height and mass does not adversely impact these landscapes, and positively enhances them where possible. 

	The full Braunton Parish Character Assessment can be found at: 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
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	3.9 Justification 
	3.91 The setting of the Braunton village is in a valley and on lower slopes set between two hills. Within and around Braunton village are a number of valued heritage views evidencing agricultural and maritime history. To the South East of the village lies the estuary of the River Taw and to the South West the Great Field, Braunton Burrows and the sea. From the beach and sand dunes vistas extend towards Saunton Down and inland across the Northern and Eastern rural areas of the parish. 
	3.92 Saunton Down is significant for its contribution to geodiversity, biodiversity and heritage. The cliff line is particularly special as shown by its SSSI designation. Bats, in particular Greater Horseshoe Bats, frequent the eastern zone around the golf course. 
	3.93 There are cultivation terraces behind the Saunton Sands Hotel that are scheduled monuments, to the east Grade II listed Saunton Church and Saunton Court and the upper coastal slopes (above the road) could be reverted to coastal heath. It is also important that development respects this and does not affect their settings. Again, there is a need to consider the Braunton Burrows itself as the buildings from the hotel eastwards are also affecting its setting. 
	3.93 There are cultivation terraces behind the Saunton Sands Hotel that are scheduled monuments, to the east Grade II listed Saunton Church and Saunton Court and the upper coastal slopes (above the road) could be reverted to coastal heath. It is also important that development respects this and does not affect their settings. Again, there is a need to consider the Braunton Burrows itself as the buildings from the hotel eastwards are also affecting its setting. 
	3.94 From the hills and downs across the parish views extend in all directions giving extensive vistas of the various landscape types as described in the Parish Character Assessment,. 
	3.95 The parish sits within a wide ranging coastal seascape and rural landscape. These are core characteristics of the parish. This unique setting, incorporating much of the AONB and local SSSIs, all within the Unesco Biosphere is highly valued by the resident community and essential to the tourist economy of the local area. It is imperative that any development has regard to the importance of such views to local people and visitors alike. 

	Related National and Local policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 174, 176, 189 • NDTLP ST14, ST15, DM07, DM08A 
	Figure
	Figure
	NE7 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	In order to ensure that Braunton Parish contributes to Devon Local Nature Recovery Strategy, the Parish’s Strategic Nature Areas (SNAs) will be protected in recognition of their value in reconnecting the Parish’s core nature habitats as identified on Map L and on maps in the Appendix La, Lb, Lc. 

	2. 
	2. 
	Proposals across the Parish, that are not householder development, which are within a defined SNA will only be supported where they demonstrate, through a Planning Statement (or Ecological Assessment, where required by the Local Planning Authority Validation List), that the proposal has no adverse impact on the habitat and biodiversity on-site and the site's setting or, where adverse impacts are unavoidable, that measures will be taken to satisfactorily mitigate such impact, for example, through demonstrabl


	3. Outside of defined Development Boundaries, proposals will be supported where they meet the requirements in 2 and where applicable: 
	i) Are for measures to prevent coastal erosion or for natural flood management; or 
	i) Are for measures to prevent coastal erosion or for natural flood management; or 
	ii) Propose improvements to access to the countryside; and 
	iii) Do not compromise the predominant landscape character of the proposal's location and setting; and 
	vi) Do not harm the character or setting of designated international, national and local heritage assets. 
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	Figure
	3.10 Justification 
	3.101 Braunton Parish wants to be an active participant in the Devon Nature Recovery Network programme being led by Devon Wildlife Trust on behalf of Natural Devon. 
	3.102 Its strategic nature areas can make a significant contribution to the (re)building of Devon’s Nature Recovery Network. Protecting our significant network of linked habitats and green infrastructure is critical to being able to help reduce the impact of climate change and reverse the decline of species. 
	3.103 A Nature Recovery Network (NRN) is described by Wildlife Trusts as “a joined-up system of places (habitats) important for wild plants and animals, on land and at sea. It will provide the habitats that wildlife needs to feed, breed, sleep and move from place to place. Critically it will allow the natural world to adapt to change. This network of habitats will also provide a range of other critical benefits such as carbon sequestration, flood control, clean water, healthy soils and recreational opportun
	3.104 Under the 2021 Environment Act there is a requirement to produce a Devon Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS). This will set out the priorities and actions required to achieve the Devon Nature Recovery Network. It will also include a map which will show existing habitats and highlight opportunities and priorities. Work on the LNRS will start in summer 2022 when responsibilities and funding are confirmed by Defra. Further details will be shared on the Devon Local Nature Partnership website. 
	3.104 Under the 2021 Environment Act there is a requirement to produce a Devon Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS). This will set out the priorities and actions required to achieve the Devon Nature Recovery Network. It will also include a map which will show existing habitats and highlight opportunities and priorities. Work on the LNRS will start in summer 2022 when responsibilities and funding are confirmed by Defra. Further details will be shared on the Devon Local Nature Partnership website. 
	recovery-network/ 
	recovery-network/ 
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/our-work/nature
	-


	3.105 The LNRS will form part of a ‘nested suite’ of Nature Plans being produced at difference geographical scales across Devon 
	e.g. for National Parks, AONBs, North Devon Biosphere and at parish/community level. 
	3.106 Devon Local Nature Partnership has articulated why there is a need for Devon to create a nature recovery network. The document can be found at: 
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/ 
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/ 
	https://www.devonlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/ 
	sites/32/2022/02/Why-we-need-the-Devon-NRN-and 
	-national-context.pdf 



	Related National and Local policies 
	• Environment Act 2021 section 104 – 106 
	• Nature Recovery Network Policy Paper 
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature
	-

	recovery-network/nature-recovery-network 


	• Defra 25 Year Environment Plan • NPPF paragraphs  179, 180 • NDTLP ST14, BRA03 
	Figure
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	Figure
	3.107 Map L shows the SNA areas to which policy NE7 applies. Due to scale, more detailed maps La, Lb and Lc showing these areas are in the Appendix. These maps detail the Parish’s current habitats and wildlife sites and illustrate how they are currently islands within the landscape. The SNAs across the Parish, identified by work carried out under leadership of Devon Local Partnership, will enable the linking of these areas thus creating the nature recovery networks within the landscape – a stated aim of the
	3.108 The policy aligns with footnote 62 of the NPPF which requires that where areas that are part of the Nature Recovery Network are identified in plans, it may be appropriate to specify the types of development that may be suitable within them. Given that the SNAs in the Parish are adjacent to the coast, have water courses and/or are in flood risk areas the policy specifies the types of development that will be supported. 
	3.109 This policy’s wording recognises that it would be too onerous for householder  applicants to comply with the policy. However, householders are encouraged to consider carefully their proposal's potential impact on SNAs. 
	3.109 This policy’s wording recognises that it would be too onerous for householder  applicants to comply with the policy. However, householders are encouraged to consider carefully their proposal's potential impact on SNAs. 
	3.1010 Details of what constitutes householder development can be found on the Planning Portal. 
	www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning 
	www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning 
	-applications/consent-types/householder-planning
	-



	consent 
	consent 
	consent 




	3.1011 This policy should be read in conjunction with NE1. 
	3.1011 This policy should be read in conjunction with NE1. 
	3.1011 This policy should be read in conjunction with NE1. 
	3.1012 Details of SNA reports 412 & 1080 can be found in the Appendix 1 Natural Environment. 
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	Protection of Parish’s Strategic Nature Areas 
	Protection of Parish’s Strategic Nature Areas 

	Nature Recovery Network and Strategic Nature Areas 
	MAP L Nature Recovery Network and Strategic Nature Areas 
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	NE8 
	All new development should, where possible and appropriate, aim to protect and improve water (fluvial and groundwater table) quality across the Parish catchment basin. 
	All new development should, where possible and appropriate, aim to protect and improve water (fluvial and groundwater table) quality across the Parish catchment basin. 
	The use of open sustainable drainage systems (Open SuDS) as a viable and attractive alternative to more piped drainage systems (including water butts; permeable paving; a green roof; swales; detention basins; filter strips; and retention ponds) in development proposals will be supported. 
	Open SuDS schemes should demonstrate how it will not only minimise flood risk but improve water quality as well as enhancing landscape for local residents and improve biodiversity and ecology. 
	Development that is likely to degrade water quality will not be supported. 

	Related National and Local policies 
	• NPPF paragraph 174, • NDTLP ST03, ST14, BRA 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
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	3.11 Justification 
	3.111 This policy supports the Local Plan policies ST03, BRA(j),BRA(k) and DM02 providing specificity at the Parish level. 
	3.111 This policy supports the Local Plan policies ST03, BRA(j),BRA(k) and DM02 providing specificity at the Parish level. 
	3.112 Braunton Parish has, as shown on map M, numerous watercourses -all of which flow into the Taw -Torridge SSSI. 
	3.113 The Environment Agency (EA) Service data for Upper & Lower Caen river and Taw Estuary show fail for all three on chemical & priority hazardous substances with the Estuary also being assessed as bad for biological quality elements and dissolved oxygen. 
	3.114 Water classification results published by EA in 2020 revealed that nationally water quality has remained static with just 16% of our waters (14% of rivers) meeting the criteria for ‘good ecological status’. 
	3.115 NPPF states: “Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by: 174e) preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution or land instability. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local environmental conditions such as air and water quality…” 
	3.116 The local plan states: “The quality of northern Devon’s natural environment will be protected and enhanced by ensuring that development contributes to: ST14(l) improving failing water bodies and preventing deterioration of water quality” and the Braunton Spatial Development strategy states that it will be delivered through “improved air quality in the village centre & support for initiatives to improve and mitigate against any adverse harm on water quality in the rivers and estuary”. 
	3.117 Therefore, the use of sustainable drainage systems on site to mitigate the impact of increased surface water runoff as articulated in the latest SuDS guidance should be evidenced together with detail of how the open SuDS will be maintained over time. 
	https:// 
	https:// 
	www.susdrain.org/resources/SuDS_Manual.html 


	References: 
	Environment Agency Water Framework Directive Classification Status – Taw and North Devon Streams Operational Catchment data 
	https://defra-cde2-rbmp-prod.publishmydata.com/ 
	https://defra-cde2-rbmp-prod.publishmydata.com/ 
	https://defra-cde2-rbmp-prod.publishmydata.com/ 
	catchment-planning/OperationalCatchment/3441 
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	• 
	MAP M Water Network -Watercourses 
	MAP M Water Network -Watercourses 
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	5. Development using land management techniques such as riparian buffers 
	NE9 
	1. Natural Flood Management Schemes 
	1. Natural Flood Management Schemes 
	alongside sustainable drainage 

	aimed at improving flood protection to 
	aimed at improving flood protection to 
	aimed at improving flood protection to 
	techniques will be supported. 

	properties, businesses and roads across 

	6. Development proposals in Braunton 
	6. Development proposals in Braunton 
	the Parish will be supported. 

	Parish that are located in areas of flood 
	Parish that are located in areas of flood 

	2. These schemes should adopt the 
	2. These schemes should adopt the 
	risk will only be supported where it is 

	methods described in Environment 
	methods described in Environment 
	methods described in Environment 
	demonstrated that the risk can be 

	Agency’s latest guidance on working 
	Agency’s latest guidance on working 
	appropriately managed after 

	with natural processes to reduce flood 
	with natural processes to reduce flood 
	assessments made through both the 

	risk. 
	sequential test and exception test, and a site specific flood risk assessment 

	3. Proposals that introduce the managed 
	3. Proposals that introduce the managed 
	where appropriate (such as Flood Zones 
	re-introduction of beavers on the upper 
	2 and 3). 

	reaches of the River Caen to help reduce flood risk and improve ecological flood 
	reaches of the River Caen to help reduce flood risk and improve ecological flood 

	7. Where the proposed development site is 
	risk will be particularly welcomed. 
	risk will be particularly welcomed. 
	in an area deemed Flood Zone 2 or 3, or is in an area with critical drainage 

	4. Where possible and appropriate, new 
	4. Where possible and appropriate, new 
	problems, advice on the scope of the 
	development should aim to help reduce 
	flood risk assessment required should 
	the overall level of flood risk in the area 
	be sought from the Environment Agency. 

	and beyond through the layout and form of the development and the appropriate application of natural flood management techniques and sustainable drainage techniques. 
	and beyond through the layout and form of the development and the appropriate application of natural flood management techniques and sustainable drainage techniques. 
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	52 
	3.12 Justification 
	3.121 The NPPF sets out a clear process for planning and flood risk whilst the Local Plan has no specific policies for natural flood management processes across Braunton Parish particularly with regards to river (fluvial) flooding. This policy is designed to provide that specificity by supporting Local Plan policies ST03, BRA (j), (k) and DM02 where planning permission is required in respect of flood management due to the particular vulnerability of Braunton in this respect. 
	3.122 There have been three significant flooding events in the last decade (2012, 2015, 2016). The impact of the floods upon the local business community was the subject of a study by Centre for Disaster Resilience (CDR), University of Salford. 
	https://www.arcc-network.org.uk/wp-content/pdfs/ 
	https://www.arcc-network.org.uk/wp-content/pdfs/ 
	https://www.arcc-network.org.uk/wp-content/pdfs/ 
	SME-resilience-Braunton-Dec2015.pdf 


	3.123 Within Braunton Parish there are significant areas of land that are designated as Flood Zones 2 and 3, including the centre of Braunton village, Knowle and Velator. River (Fluvial) flooding is a particular risk given the location of River Caen through the centre of the Parish and the proximity of Knowl Water to the east. 
	3.124 These areas are indicated on flood risk maps generated by the Environment Agency, which provide a snapshot in time. It should be noted that these maps do not yet take into account the impacts of climate change and future potential changes in the probability of flooding occurring. 
	3.124 These areas are indicated on flood risk maps generated by the Environment Agency, which provide a snapshot in time. It should be noted that these maps do not yet take into account the impacts of climate change and future potential changes in the probability of flooding occurring. 
	Flood map for planning -GOV.UK (flood-map-for
	Flood map for planning -GOV.UK (flood-map-for
	Flood map for planning -GOV.UK (flood-map-for
	-

	planning.service.gov.uk) 


	3.125 The recent data in the Coastal Change Management Area (CCMA) Technical Evidence Taw -Torridge Estuary presented to North Devon and Torridge Councils in May 2021 show that the impact of water level rise and coastal change due to climate change on Braunton will be significant. 
	3.126 UK Government’s 2020 Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy long-term vision is for: “a nation ready for, and resilient to, flooding and coastal change – today, tomorrow and to the year 2100.” 
	This strategy calls for the nation to embrace a broad range of resilience actions including better protection to flooding and coastal change. 
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-assessment
	-

	standing-advice 


	3.127 In addition to hard flood and coastal defences, there needs to be a broader range of sustainable actions for achieving climate resilient places that: 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	avoids inappropriate development in the floodplain and 

	b) 
	b) 
	use nature based solutions to slow the flow of or store flood waters. 


	3.128 Natural flood management is when natural processes are used to reduce the risk of flooding and coastal erosion. Examples of these nature based solutions include: restoring bends in rivers, changing the way land is managed so soil can absorb more water and creating saltmarshes on the coast to absorb wave energy. 

	Figure
	Figure
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	3.129 The policy actively supports the reintroduction of beavers to realise the following benefits: 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	Reducing impacts of flooding downstream by engineering pools and canals that hold water and release it slowly back into the watercourse 

	b) 
	b) 
	Creating wetland habitats that increase diversity and abundance of wildlife including amphibians, aquatic insects, water voles and wetland birds 

	c) 
	c) 
	Increasing biomass of fish in rivers: beaver dams provide space for juvenile fish to shelter and feed 

	d) 
	d) 
	Improving water quality: beaver dams trap silt that has been washed off the land, including soil that has been treated with chemical fertilizer. Water is cleaner after passing through a beaver dam 

	e) 
	e) 
	Encouraging wildlife tourism and increasing people’s appreciation for and engagement with -the natural world. 
	-



	3.1210 Braunton Parish’s natural environment provides the tools for these processes to be adopted and provide benefit to the ecology of the area as well as enhancing flood prevention measures. 
	Figure
	Related National and Local policies 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	NPPF paragraphs 159 – 169 

	• 
	• 
	UK government National flood and coastal erosion risk management strategy for England 

	• 
	• 
	Environment Agency Mapping the potential for Working with Natural Processes – technical report SC150005 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Environment Agency Taw and North Devon Streams Catchment Area 

	• NDTLP ST03, BRA, DM02 

	• 
	• 
	North Devon and Torridge Coastal Change Management Areas May 2021 

	• 
	• 
	NDC Flood Risk Assessment – 2009 

	• 
	• 
	River Otter Beaver Trial: Science and Evidence Report – University of Exeter 


	https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/creww/research/ 
	https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/creww/research/ 
	https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/creww/research/ 
	https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research/creww/research/ 
	beavertrial/ 
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