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 55 
Built Environment 

4.1 Context for Policies 

4.11 The Parish is changing - residents 
recognise that the environment is under threat 
from creeping urbanisation and feel 
overwhelmed by intensification of development 
out of character with the parish. 

4.12 Residents want to protect their built 
environment including its community facilities 
and public green spaces. 

4.13 Design of dwellings across the parish 
generally reflect their location and period they 
were built in. All of the hamlets still evidence 
their agricultural background and are built in 
mixture of stone, cob, lime render and slate. 
In the more centralised village areas there are 
examples of red and yellow brick building with 
slate roofs with more recent dwellings across 
the parish being white rendered. Dwellings that 
are above two storeys in height are an 

exception. 

4.14 The heritage of the Parish is well 
documented with the numerous listed buildings 
recorded. These evidence the long history of 

the Parish from Domesday and its associated 
wealth from the land. 

4.15 Despite our knowledge of climate change 
more recent and ongoing development in the 
Parish fails to address carbon reduction and 
resilience to adverse weather events. 

4.16 The current trend in this parish and the 
wider area for the demolition and replacement 
of existing buildings has an unnecessarily high 

carbon footprint. 

4.17 Air quality is a major concern with 
Braunton village centre having the only Air 

Quality Monitoring Area in North Devon. 
Pollution is exacerbated by year-round traffic 
congestion, compounded by an ever extending 
holiday period. 

4.18 Despite national guidance on traffic 
hierarchy vehicular traffic is consistently 

prioritised over pedestrians and cyclists. 
There is a lack of good quality cycle lanes on 
the major roads that run through the parish to 
the detriment of residents and visitors alike. 

4.19 The Parish still benefits from dark skies 
away from the village centre. This is a positive 
environmental impact that residents would like 
to see maintained and promoted in more built 
up areas. A reduction in light pollution also 
reduces energy wastage. 



                            

                   

                      

                                  

                            

   

                           

                        

      

                           

     

                      

     

              

                            

      

  

     

                            

                         

      

                                     

                        

                  

                           

                         

      

                          

 

                                   

      

     

                          

                          

      

                      

                          

                           

  

 

 

  

  56 
Built Environment 

4.2 Aim 

4.21 To ensure that the built environment 
of the Parish is resilient to climate change, and 
that the Parish contributes positively to meeting 
Devon’s low carbon measures, new 

development will adhere to parish specific 

policies which align with residents’ protection 
of their natural environment, the Parish’s 
heritage and residents’ sense of place. 
Braunton Parish’s Design Guide details further 
requirements to protect/enhance the built 
environment. 

4.22 Social interaction takes place in 
peopled streets and protected green spaces. 
There are improved community facilities; some 
age/generation specific e.g. youth clubs, 
communal facilities for elderly, sport and others 

universal such as street events and galleries. 

4.23 Increased self-sufficiency in energy. 
Self-sufficient, modernised using green 
infrastructure. Maximises generation of 

renewable energy. 

4.24 Pedestrian networks improved with 
new walking and cycling routes to key 

services, between neighbourhoods and to 
open countryside. Dark skies in the local area 

preserved for the benefit of wildlife and 
enjoyment of star gazing 

4.25 Neighbourhoods walkable with range 
of facilities comfortably accessed on foot. 
Reduction in traffic and lower speeds, walking 
and cycling safer and more pleasurable, 
increasing active movement. Increased active 
transport improves health, increases social 
interaction to benefit of community. 

4.26 Where motorised traffic is essential 
routes are limited to the main road network 
and adequate car parking is available. 



   

     

     

    

      

      

  

                       

   

                          

                                    

      

  

    

    

                           

                         

 

     

  

     

     

 

 

  

 57 
Built Environment 

4.3 Objectives 

a) Enhancing the Built Environment 

b) Providing High Quality Design 

c) Building Resilience to Climate Change 

d) Adoption of Small Scale Renewable and 
Low Carbon Energy 

e) Protecting the Parish’s Heritage and 
Historic Environment 

f) Protecting Maintaining and Enhancing 
Community Facilities 

g) Protection and Enhancement of Local 
Green Spaces 

h) Greening Public Spaces 

i) Promotion of Active Travel 

j) Vehicle Movement Assessments 

k) Improving Transport Accessibility and 
Connectivity 

l) Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity 

for Public Use 

m) Protection and Improvement of Air Quality 

n) Protect and Promote Dark Skies 
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BE1 

1. All developments should be of high 
quality design, complementing the local 
vernacular, enhancing visual amenity and 
minimise any adverse impacts on the built 
environment and neighbouring amenity. 

2. For proposals to be considered high 
quality in the Braunton Parish context, 
they should respond positively to the 
National Design Guide and Code as well 
as meeting the requirements of the 
Braunton Parish Design Guide and have 
particular regard to the following 
considerations, where feasible, viable 
and applicable: 

i) Be well related to scale, form and 
character of the settlement/built up 
area and its setting 

ii) Respect and have no adverse impact 
on historic buildings, character and 
heritage assets and their setting 

iii) Have no adverse impact on the 
amenity of neighbouring uses 
(factors such as noise, 
tranquillity, light pollution, 
enjoyment of space and so on) 

iv) Ensure good and safe accessibility 
for refuse, emergency and delivery 

vehicles, where feasible, taking into 
account likely levels of on street 
parking by residents and/or 
employees 

v) Provide safe and easy access for 
pedestrians and cyclists onto 
existing footpaths and existing 
cycle lanes and, where feasible 
provide segregated direct routes to 
enable good connectivity to local 
facilities and amenities 

vi) Have boundary treatment well 
related to those of nearby dwellings 
and other buildings to complement 
the character of its setting 

3. The use of a Design Review Panel as 
advocated by NPPF section 12 – 
Achieving well designed places 
is encouraged where feasible and 
applicable. 

4. Proposers of development for 6 or more 
dwellings and/or altering existing or 
proposing new commercial development 
are encouraged to engage with the local 
community and Braunton Parish Council 
at the earliest opportunity/pre-application 
stage to help ensure that any proposals 
take into account both this Plan’s Aims 
and Objectives and the views of the local 
community. 
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Healthy Development 

59 

BE2 

All development proposals will be 
supported in principle where they meet 
the following criteria where relevant: 

i) Respond positively to the 
Building for Nature Codes 

ii) Respond positively to principles such 
as those for “walkable communities” 

in Sports England and Public Health 
England’s “Active Design” guidance 
where viable and feasible 

iii) For commercial and industrial 
developments the provision of 
accessible green infrastructure 
which plays a multi-functional role 
at the heart of the development, 
delivers a minimum net gain of 10% 
in biodiversity and geodiversity 
across the site and makes a 
positive contribution to help 
mitigate and adapt to the 
impacts of climate change. 

iv) For proposals for dwellings, 
provide private rear amenity space 
(gardens) appropriate to dwelling 
type and size and, to inform 
consideration of the appropriateness 
of a proposal’s suitability in relation 
to the character of the built 
environment and the site’s setting, 
applicants should provide an analysis 
of proposal’s plot size(s) and 
building footprint in relation to 
garden areas of the dwellings in the 
surrounding area. 

Before 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 16, 40, 92, 93, 98, 99, 106, 
110, 112, Section 12 paragraphs 126-136. 
152-158, 167 

• NDTLP ST04, ST14, ST15, DM01, DM04, 
DM07, DM08A, 

• National Design Guide 2021 

• Braunton Parish Design Guide 

After 



         

               

       

          

   

       

                      

    

      

   

         

        

      

    

       

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

     

      

                             

 

                     

  

      

       

      

                    

  

      

     

                                 

                     

      

       

 

 

 

 

                          

                        

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

Built Character and 

Accessibility and 

Sustainable and Healthy 
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4.4 Justification Policies BE1 and BE2 

4.41 Neighbourhood Plan Policies BE 1 and 
BE 2 are interrelated as good design addresses 
both built character and accessibility, and 
sustainable and healthy development. 

4.42 Whilst the NDTLP refers to standards in 
text associated to Local Plan Policy DM04 
Design Principles, these Neighbourhood Plan 

Policies make specific reference to the required 
standards sought. 

4.43 The National Design Guide and Code sets 

out ten design principles which help to nurture 
and sustain a sense of community. They work to 
positively address environmental issues effecting 
climate and contribute to cross cutting themes of 

character and community for good design set 
out in the NPPF. 

National Design Guide and Code 
(www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-

guide) 

4.44 These design principles are: 

a) Context – enhances the surroundings 

b) Identity – attractive and distinctive 

c) Built form – coherent pattern of 
development 

d) Movement – accessible and easy to 

move around 

e) Nature – enhanced and optimised 

f) Public spaces – safe, social and inclusive 

g) Uses – mixed and integrated 

h) Homes and buildings – functional, 
healthy and sustainable 

i) Resources – efficient and resilient 

j) Lifespan – made to last 

4.45 They work to positively address 
environmental issues effecting climate and 
contribute to cross cutting themes of character 

and community for good design set out in the 
NPPF. 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide
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4.46 Use of the Design Review Panel is 
encouraged as its aim is to improve design 

quality in the built environment. Its role is to 
review development proposals and provide 
feedback to developers, clients and local 
authorities. (www.designreviewpanel.co.uk/) 

4.47 Good design is built in from the beginning 
of a development proposal. Development 
proposals should demonstrate how they have 
considered and responded positively to criteria 

within 

a) Braunton Parish Design Guide 
(www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.u 
k) 

b) Building for Nature Codes 
(www.buildingwithnature.org.uk) 

c) Sports England and Public Health 
England’s “Active Design” guidance 
(www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/ 
facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-

guidance/active-design) 

which are applicable to residential, 
and/or commercial and/or industrial 
developments. 

4.48 These policies are to ensure where 
viable and feasible that recognised national 
standards and adopted neighbourhood 
standards are not only adhered to, but exceeded 
as evidenced by the quality of development 
proposals brought forward. 

4.49 Local residents feel strongly that some 
current development falls far short of quality 

design standards and is inappropriate in its 
setting. For example, the development at 
Easterly Park as evidenced by the photographs 
of before and after development. 

4.410 The NPPF states in paragraph 16 that: 
“Plans should…c) be shaped by early, 
proportionate and effective engagement 
between plan-makers and communities, local 
organisations, businesses, infrastructure 
providers and operators and statutory 

consultees;” 

4.411 Whilst development of one dwelling is 
likely to have potential impact on neighbours, 
it is recognised that a formal process for one 
new or replacement house would be onerous, 
so consultation is encouraged to be done on 
an informal basis. 

4.412 Development of two or more dwellings 
should adhere to NPPF guidance. Community 

consultation has revealed that residents feel 
that developments are no longer for local need. 
It is predatory, driven by financial greed, 
uninventive and destroying the rural setting 
and village feel. The creeping urbanisation is 
not wanted. The community accepts the need 
for development that addresses local housing 
need and complies with local and national 
design guidance. 

4.413 As the National Design Guide states 

“At an early stage of the design process, the 
relative priority for different characteristics may 

be discussed and agreed” 

4.414 Adopting a positive proactive approach 
to consultation would be beneficial so as to 

achieve a positive outcome for all parties 

4.415 It is recognised that Braunton Parish’s 

built environment will evolve to meet changing 
residents’ and visitors’ needs over time. For this 
reason it is very important the views of the local 
community and Parish Council are sought. 
Consultations | Braunton Neighbourhood Plan 

(brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk) 

https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/evidence-library/consultations/
https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/evidence-library/consultations/
http://(www.designreviewpanel.co.uk/
http://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk
http://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk
http://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk
http://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/active-design
http://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/active-design
http://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/active-design
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BE3 

1. All major residential proposals should be 
supported by a Building for a Healthy Life 
Assessment (or successor) where new 
housing should achieve green in all 
criteria and BREEAM “Excellent” for 
commercial/employment uses, or other 

up to date standards at the time of 
application, where viable and feasible. 

2. Development proposals, where relevant, 
should respond positively to the 
challenge posed by climate change. 
They should aim to meet a high level of 
sustainable design and construction 
and be optimised for energy efficiency, 
targeting zero carbon emissions where 
viable and feasible, and encouraged to: 

i) Have a layout which optimises 
passive solar gain 

ii) Have open sustainable drainage 
systems on site to mitigate the 
increased surface water run-off in 
line with latest SuDS guidance 

iii) Demonstrate a minimum net gain of 
10% increase in biodiversity on site 

iv) Ensure that off road parking spaces 
and driveways are permeable to 
prevent surface water run-off 

v) Provide electric charging points for 
each dedicated residents parking 
spaces including garages and on 
street parking 

vi) Exceed minimum requirements set 
out in Building Regulations standards 
in relation to energy efficiency of 
materials where possible 

vii) Incorporate on site energy 
generation from renewable sources 
such as solar panels and heat pumps 

viii) Provide secure outside covered 
storage space which is an 
integral part of the design of the 
development for refuse bins and 
recycling boxes (ensuring that their 

location gives easy access to the 
kerbside for collection) and for 

cycle storage. 

3. Development proposals for the provision 
of electric vehicle charging points where 
planning permission is required will be 
supported where they have no adverse 
impact on: 

i) Safe and good accessibility of 
pedestrians, mobility scooters 
and cyclists along footpaths and 
cycle paths. 

ii) The character of the built and 
natural environment 



        

                             

        

       

       

         

        

                                                 

     

           

      

                 

                            

     

                                                                             

      

                      

       

                          

                                                             

                       

     

                         

   

 

          

 

      

      

                                                     

                

  

       

         

                                                                   

                          

        

     

      

       

          

                                                                      

                        

              

           

                                       

                      

     

                    

                     

                         

                       

                                                                           

 

 

      

 

  

  63 
Building Resilience to 
Climate Change 

4.5 Justification 

4.51 The Parish of Braunton supports Devon 
County Council’s statement: 
“We need to prepare and adapt to the changing 
climate so that we are ready for the impacts on 
our homes, businesses, civil infrastructure and 
health that will arise from the effects of climate 
change. The climate will continue to change 
even if emissions are reduced to zero in the 
near future. 
Higher temperatures, rising sea levels 
and more frequent, more intense storms are 
likely to lead to greater damage to property, 
utility networks, travel and communications 
infrastructure and interruptions to business 
supply chains. Furthermore, health and social 
care requirements and the way other public 
services are delivered are likely to change. 
Planning ahead is more likely to lead 
to cost-effective adaptation than responding 
to changes as and when they happen.” 

Source: www.devon.gov.uk/ 

energyandclimatechange/preparing-for-change 

4.52 Policy BE3 requires all new development 
to be designed in such a way as to address 
climate change and in particular to focus on 
building resilience to climate change issues in 
line with the emerging Devon Carbon Plan. 

4.53 The Devon Climate Declaration endorsed 
by DCC, NDC and Braunton Parish Council 
includes the statements: 
“..the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) has advised that carbon 
emissions must reduce globally by at least 45% 
by 2030 from 2010 levels and reach net-zero 
by 2050 if we are to avoid the worst effects of 

climate change by keeping warming below 1.5 
degrees “ 

“..we will engage Devon’s residents, businesses 
and visitors to develop and implement a plan 

to facilitate the reduction of Devon’s production 
and consumption emissions to meet IPCC 
recommendations…” 

& ”this transformational change will include…. 
Deploying more renewable, decentralised and 
smart energy systems… Constructing 
zero-carbon new buildings…”. 

4.54 Research by the University of Exeter 

shows that 19% of all Devon’s carbon emissions 
are created by our homes. 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/preparing-for-change
http://www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/preparing-for-change


     

       

        

 

     

     

     

 

 

 

 

                

  

         

    

   

      

     

      

        

                            

                     

                       

     

       

                

                                   

                                                             

                    

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                                                         

                                                     

                                                                                

  64 
Building Resilience to 
Climate Change 

4.57 Approaches to manage surface water that 
take account of water quantity (flooding), water 

quality (pollution) biodiversity (wildlife and 
plants) and amenity are collectively referred to 
as Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). SuDS 
mimic nature and typically manage rainfall close 
to where it falls. Provision of storage space for 
refuse bins and recycling will encourage 
recycling and prevent littering. Convenient 
cycle storage will facilitate cycle use as a major 

component of active travel (BE9). 

4.58 Development proposals should evidence 
that they have drawn upon most up to date 
guidance given in Building for a Healthy Life 
(www.designforhomes.org/project/building-for-life) 

and BREEAM certification scheme. 
(www.breeam.com) 

Reference 
Intergovernmental Panel Climate Change Report 

Reports — IPCC 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 152 – 158, 167 

• NDTLP ST02, ST03, ST04, ST05, ST14, 
DM04 

• Devon Climate Declaration 2019 

• SuDS manual C753 2015 

• Braunton Parish Design Guide 

http://www.designforhomes.org/project/building-for-life
http://www.breeam.com
https://www.ipcc.ch/reports/
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BE4 

1. Where planning permission is required, 
development proposals for new 
appropriately scaled domestic, 
commercial and community renewable 
or low carbon energy generation (other 
than wind energy) will be supported 
where: 

i) The proposal is located within the 
curtilage of the building where the 
proposed energy generator will 
be sited 

ii) The proposal is sensitively sited 
and there are no adverse 
impacts on landscape character, 
seascape, wildlife habitats and 
biodiversity, or it can be 
demonstrated that impacts can 
be satisfactorily mitigated 

iii) The number, siting, scale and 
design of installations and 
associated infrastructure and 
building have no adverse impact 
or adverse impacts can be mitigated 
on the following: 

a) nearby dwellings 

b) local amenity (including 
visual amenity, noise, vibration, 
electromagnetic interference, 
reflection) 

c) the enjoyment of or access 
to public rights of way and other 
access routes, and 

d) public safety 

2. Proposals for renewable or low carbon 
energy (other than wind energy) are 
encouraged to take into account relevant 
advice and guidance given in 

i) Braunton Parish Design Guide 

ii) Devon Low Carbon Plan 

iii) Devon County Council 
Energy and Climate Change 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 92, 93, 152 -158, 174 - 178 

• North Devon Council Carbon, Environment 
and Biodiversity Plan 

• NDTLP Policies ST01, ST02, ST03, ST04, 
ST05, ST16, ST23, DM04, DM10 



     

        

      

                        

       

   

 

 

              

                     

      

                  

    

         

      

       

        

 

  

 

 

                                            

                 

 

 

 

 

          

                    

                           

                    

   

                                                               

 

         

      

         

                         

    

      

                    

                                                       

 

         

                    

    

      

                       

                       

       

   

                  

  

                   

                      

                     

                                                  

 

                        

                               

  

                                 

 

                                     

    

     

      

     

                               

 

 

 

Adoption of 
Appropriately Scaled 

Renewable Energy 

66 

4.6 Justification 

4.61 This policy supports Braunton Parish 
Council’s climate emergency declaration in 
June 2019, when they joined with other 

organisations and institutions in the county to 
declare a climate emergency. 
www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate-

declaration/signatories 

www.brauntonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Braunton-PC/ 
press_releases-7139.aspx 

4.62 This support is balanced against the 
need to respect the parish landscape and 
ensure that proposals for small scale renewable 
and low carbon generation respond positively 

to it. 

4.63 Devon’s Low Carbon Plan states that: “In 
2018, seven percent of the total energy used in 

Devon for electricity, heat and transport was met 
by renewable sources. This needs to rise to near 
100% by 2050.” 

www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ 
interimcarbonplan 

4.64 The North Devon District Council’s report 
“An Assessment of the Landscape Sensitivity 

to Onshore Wind Energy and Large Scale 
Photovoltaic Development in North Devon 
District” clearly illustrates the sensitivity of North 
Devon’s landscape to larger developments. 
https://northdevon.gov.uk/media/290517/north-devon-

lsa-reduced-size.pdf 

4.65 The promotion of small scale renewable 
energy generation within the Parish is a positive 
contribution to County and National goals to 
reduce emissions, whilst ensuring that the 
sensitivity of the Parish landscape characteristics 
detailed in the Parish Character Assessment – 
2C, 3H, 4A, 4B, 4E, 4F, 4H and 5C are 
respected. 
https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/ 
supporting-documents/character-assessments 

4.66 Specific guidance referred to in the policy 

in respect of renewable energy generation 
address domestic, commercial and community 

proposals can be found in: 

a) Braunton Parish Design Guide – in 
particular its Design Code 07 Waste, 
recycling and utilities and Design Code 08 
Sustainability and Building Performance 
which address renewable and low 

carbon technologies. 

b) Devon Low Carbon Plan Built Environment 
objective to “make our existing and future 
buildings net -zero, comfortable, healthy 

and affordable to run” 

https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ 
interimcarbonplan/? 
cat_id=2461&subsection=9_10 

c) Devon County Council Energy and 
Climate Change community-led 
renewable energy and energy efficiency 

projects 
www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/ 
community-energy 

4.67 It is recognised that permitted 
development rights currently exist for some 
small scale renewal energy generation such as 

small standalone wind turbine. Details of these 
can be found on the Planning portal’s Common 

Projects page. 
www.planningportal.co.uk/permission/common-

projects 

http://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate-declaration/signatories
http://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate-declaration/signatories
http://www.brauntonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Braunton-PC/press_releases-7139.aspx
http://www.brauntonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Braunton-PC/press_releases-7139.aspx
http://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan
http://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan
https://northdevon.gov.uk/media/290517/north-devon-lsa-reduced-size.pdf
https://northdevon.gov.uk/media/290517/north-devon-lsa-reduced-size.pdf
https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/supporting-documents/character-assessments
https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/supporting-documents/character-assessments
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/?cat_id=2461&subsection=9_10
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/?cat_id=2461&subsection=9_10
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/?cat_id=2461&subsection=9_10
http://www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/community-energy
http://www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/community-energy
http://www.planningportal.co.uk/permission/common-projects
http://www.planningportal.co.uk/permission/common-projects
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BE5 

Historic England listed buildings and 
scheduled monuments, Devon Historic 
Records of Braunton Parish heritage assets 
and their setting identified on Maps N, O 
and P (and on larger scale maps Oa, Ob, 
Oc, Pa, Pb and Pc in the Appendix) will be 
protected from adverse impact arising 
from proposals for development, alteration 
or refurbishment. This will be achieved 
through the avoidance of harm to the 
asset in relation to the setting of the 
asset in the first instance before mitigation 
is proposed. 

Proposals affecting these local sites, listed 
buildings and other nationally recognised 
heritage assets and/or their settings 
should take into account the adopted 
Braunton Conservation Area Appraisal, 
and the Historic Environment Record and 
are encouraged to have regard to any 
additional evidence documenting local 
historic and heritage assets. 

The Parish Council will work with North 
Devon District Council to update the “local 
list” of heritage assets in Braunton, which 
will be maintained thereafter. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 189 - 208 

• NDTLP ST15 
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4.7 Justification 

4.71 Braunton village has a long history, 
dating back to at least Saxon times. It has a total 
of 37 listed buildings, all situated within a large 
Conservation Area totaling 23 hectares and 
including much of the central part of the village. 

4.72 There are also a number of listed linhays 
on Braunton Marsh and a significant number of 

listed sites across the wider parish. In addition 
there are two scheduled ancient monuments 
within the parish, the Castle at Knowle and the 
medieval Lynchets at Saunton. 

4.73 Consultation in 2011 revealed a desire 
to have the Great Field given official recognition 
through a possible future conservation area  

designation. It continues to be highly valued 
and there is significant concern that because it 
is still used for its intended purpose it cannot 
be listed in the normal way. 

4.74 Whether designated or not, heritage 
assets provide a link with the past life of the 
village and surrounding parish. They give the 
area character and distinctiveness, making 
Braunton an interesting place to live in and visit. 
It is important that all development respects the 
historic character of the parish. 
www.devon.gov.uk/historicenvironment/the-devon-

historic-environment-record 

MAP N 

Devon County Council - Braunton Parish Scheduled 
Monuments, Listed Buildings and Conservation Area 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/historicenvironment/the-devon-historic-environment-record
http://www.devon.gov.uk/historicenvironment/the-devon-historic-environment-record
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MAP O 

Braunton Parish Scheduled Monuments and Listed Buildings 
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4.75 The locally listed heritage assets can 

be found at this link 

https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-

and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/ 
local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/ 
environment/local-interest-list/locally-listed-

heritage-assets-in-braunton/ 

MAP P 

Braunton Parish Local Interest Buildings 

https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/local-interest-list/locally-listed-heritage-assets-in-braunton/
https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/local-interest-list/locally-listed-heritage-assets-in-braunton/
https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/local-interest-list/locally-listed-heritage-assets-in-braunton/
https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/local-interest-list/locally-listed-heritage-assets-in-braunton/
https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/environment/local-interest-list/locally-listed-heritage-assets-in-braunton/


 

 

 

                 

      

                                        

   

    

       

     

    

    

    

    

    

   

    

    

     

      

     

 

 

                  

                            

                  

 

 

                                        

                  

                         

                        

                           

                         

  

       

     

                      

                      

   

                     

   

                           

       

          

       

     

              

     

       

    

                        

                           

     

   

     

                          

                        

     

 

 

  

 

Protecting, Maintaining 

and Enhancing 

Community Facilities 

71 

BE6 

1. Our locally valued community facilities 
within use classifications of Classes F1 
and F2 (as shown on maps Q and R) are 
identified as -

1) Braunton Library 

2) The Parish Hall and Council Office 

3) The Vivien Moon Centre 

4) Braunton Work Hub 

5) Caen Medical Centre 

6) The community pharmacy 

7) The Post Office 

8) The Countryside Centre 

9) Braunton Museum 

10) British Surf Museum 

11) St Brannocks Rooms 

12) Kingsacre Telephone Box Library 

13) South Street Telephone Box Library 

14) Knowle Telephone Box Defibrillator 

2. These existing community facilities 
and amenities will be protected for such 
use and proposals resulting in their 
loss, redevelopment or change of use 
will only be supported where: 

i) there is no reasonable prospect 
of viable continued use benefitting 
the community and a need for the 
proposed change is demonstrated 

ii) they do not have an adverse 
impact on the site’s setting in 
relation to its built character or the 
surrounding natural environment, 
and any proposed alternative facility 
or use would provide equal or 
greater benefits for the local 
community than the current one 

3. Development proposals for new, 
replacement, extended and/or improved 
community, health and educational 
facilities including infrastructure; as well 
as those providing facilities specifically 
for children and young people; will be 
supported where: 

i) the proposed use will be dedicated 
to community use in perpetuity 

ii) the proposal demonstrates 
viability in the long-term through 
a business plan, and; 

iii) the facilities are easily accessible 
to all residents 
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MAP Q 

Braunton Community Facilities 
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Knowle Community Facilities 
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Protecting, Maintaining 

and Enhancing 

Community Facilities 

4.8 Justification 

4.81 This policy supports the Local Plan 

policies ST12 and ST22 providing specificity at 
the Parish Level. It is to protect the use of the 
buildings in question as community facilities 
rather than the specific service currently 

provided. 

4.82 Community facilities providing the 
services and amenities necessary for local 
people are essential and enhance the quality 
of life in the parish. The amenities and facilities 
within Braunton village are highly valued, well 
used and should be protected and enhanced 
where possible. The Parish Hall and the Work 

Hub are both oversubscribed venues, with the 
museums and countryside centre being used 
year-round by residents and visitors alike. 

4.83 Caen Medical Centre has a practice list 
of 12600 patients (against a Parish resident 
population of 8326) and the now sole local 
pharmacy struggles to meet the demand for 

prescriptions. 

4.84 Across the wider parish community 
facilities are very limited and residents would 
welcome more local facilities. Consultation 
provided evidence of concerns about any loss 
or reduction of facilities; rather highlighting the 
need for an increase, particularly in health and 
education facilities, in the light of a population 
increase resulting from significant housing 
development. 

4.85 The need for additional facilities for 

children and young people was also strongly 

expressed. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 92, 93, 95 

• NDTLP ST12, ST22 
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BE7 

1. Our locally valued green spaces as 
identified on Maps S and T are 
designated as Local Green Space. 
Consultation for the Plan showed that 
open green spaces are highly valued 
by the residents of Braunton Parish 
for recreation, children’s play and 
enjoyment of the outdoors and nature. 

Green Space 

1) Memorial gardens 

2) Land around overflow carpark, 
village green, Tarka Trail from 
anchor to Georgeham Cross 

3) Velator Quay 

4) Mowstead Park 

5) Tarka Trail from sidings to Velator 

Crossing 

6) Batts Meadow alongside Tarka Trail 

7) Station Close grassed area 

8) Land south of Batts Meadow 

9) Ralph Green 

10) Pixie Dell Green 

11) Westmead Green 

12) The Beacon/West Hill 

13) Land Adjacent to Velator Way 

14) Roundabouts 1 & 2 (nature reserves) 

15) Wooded Area adjacent to Knowle 
Industrial Estate comprising of 
Deans Copse, Pollards Wood, 
Blackwell Wood 

16) Dyers Close Green 

17) Victorian Quarry 

Playing Fields 

18) Exeter Road Recreational Ground -
‘The Rec’ 

19) Tweedies Playing Field 

20) Playing Field (belonging to Braunton 
Parish Council) adjacent to Caen 
School 

21) Braunton Bowling Club 

22) Braunton Cricket Club 

23) Lobb Playing Fields 

24) Knowle Community Field 

Playgrounds 

25) Chaloners Road play park 

26) Homer Road play ground 

27) Pill Gardens play park 

28) Knowle Play Park 

29) Caen View Playground 

Allotments 

30) Allotments at Limetree 

31) South View 



 

  

 

  

                                

  

                           

 

                               

                

                      

       

                              

       

           

         

 

                        

      

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protection and 

Enhancement of Local 

Green Spaces 

2. These areas will be protected for the 
reasons and uses set out. Development 
proposals on or likely to impact on the 
sites will only be supported where they: 

i) Maintain or enhance the existing 
use and amenity value of the site 

ii) Enhance the access to and use of 
the site where used for recreational 
purposes 

iii) Have no adverse impact on the 
landscape or species of the site or 
(where unavoidable) satisfactorily 
mitigate such impact. 
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MAP S 

Braunton - Local Green Spaces 
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MAP T 

Knowle - Local Green Spaces 
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4.9 Justification 

4.91 These local green spaces were initially 

identified by residents in first round of 

consultation and then subsequently verified 
with both Parish Council and residents in further 

consultations. National policy allows for the 
designation of Local Green Spaces1. Such 

designation can only be made in specified 
circumstances and the designation has a similar 
effect on the management of land to Green Belt 
policy. 

4.92 Policies for managing development with 
the local green spaces should be consistent 
with those for the Green Belt and development 
should not be approved except in very special 
circumstances. 

4.93 The twenty-nine areas in Policy BE7 
have all been identified through the Public 
Consultations and meet the relevant criteria  

as listed in the glossary and demonstrated in the 
Local Green Spaces Audit. 

4.94 Consultation for the Plan showed that 
open green spaces are highly valued by the 
residents of Braunton Parish for recreation, 
children’s play and enjoyment of the outdoors 
and nature. 

4.95 Public Consultation responses and Local Related National and Local policies 
Green Spaces Audit can be found on evidence 

• NPPF paragraphs 98, 99, 101, 102, 103 pages at 
www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk • NDTLP DM09, DM10 

1 The NPPF definition of Local Green Space can be found in the 

Glossary. 

http://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk


 

    

       

      

         

      

     

                        

     

       

   

         

                    

     

      

       

        

    

                          

                     

          

       

      

                       

                     

      

  

 

 

                            

                       

                           

      

                         

  

                           

                              

  

                       

                           

                         

    

                              

     

                                  

      

      

     

    

   

 

  

                     

      

 

       

      

    

       

 

 

     

         

                                               

     

 

Greening Public Spaces 
80 

BE8 

Development proposals should 
demonstrate how they have taken into 
account the need for trees and other 
planting to enhance public spaces within 
the development. Proposals will be 
supported where: 

i) The trees are of a species, size 
and massing appropriate to the 
immediate setting 

ii) Planting and trees in foliage 
allow adequate access to shops 
and other businesses by 
maintenance, refuse and delivery 
vehicles; and good access to 
ensure their management 

iii) Trees and planting areas are 
designed and contained in such a 
way as to prevent future problems 
from roots to the planting structure 
(where appropriate), paving surface 
and underground structures 

i) Species are planted that are 
resilient to changes in climate and 
weather patterns 

v) Trees and planting has been subject 
to a viability test demonstrating that 
their maintenance by a responsible 
body is viable in the long term 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 130, 131, 153, 154, 174, 
179, 180 

• NDTLP ST02, ST03 

4.10 Justification 

4.101 Residents of Braunton Parish value our 

rural location and in consultation expressed 
fears of “creeping urbanisation” in the area. 
Lost trees and hedgerows cause concern, as 
does declining air quality, particularly in those 
settlements adjoining main roads. The 
appearance of Braunton village is considered 
important and residents are keen to maintain a 

“village feel”. 

4.102 Any steps towards greening in the more 
urban areas of the parish and within new 

developments are encouraged. Community 

projects such as wildflower verges and tree 
planting initiatives will be welcomed. This policy 

works in conjunction with NE3 to achieve a 

minimum net gain of 10% in biodiversity. 

4.103 Greening projects will contribute 
positively to the mental health of residents, 
improving biodiversity through encouraging 
wildlife back into urban areas. They will also act 
as natural factors in improving air quality locally. 
Such development will be firmly in line with 
the Parish’s commitment to tackling climate 
change and the implementation of the Devon 
Carbon Plan. 
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BE9 

Where appropriate new development 
should be designed to enhance 
accessibility to local facilities and services, 
encouraging the use of active travel over 

motorised travel. Particular attention 
should be paid to: 

1. The travel hierarchy considered 
sequentially: 
pedestrian, cyclist, public transport 
user, other motor traffic 

2. The creation of a “20 minute 
neighbourhood” ie. access to 
community facilities within a short 
walk or cycle 

3. Any new or improved cycle and 
pedestrian routes that are provided 
or incorporated with development 
proposals should be designed, 
where feasible and viable, to: 

i) Meeting the requirements set out 
in national and local guidance 

ii) Be accessible for safe use by those 
using mobility scooters, wheelchairs, 
pushchairs and prams. 

iii) Be designed to act as wildlife 
corridors. 

4. Reducing the volume and speed of 
motorised traffic, discouraging “rat runs” 

and changing priorities (as per hierarchy) 
at junctions to make walking and cycling 
safer, more pleasant alternatives. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF : Section 9 Promoting sustainable 
transport 104 - 108, 110 - 112 

• NDTLP : ST22, BRA 
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4.11 Justification 

4.111 Currently Braunton village centre and 
approaches are heavily orientated in favour of 
car usage with the needs of pedestrians 
subordinate to those of drivers. Pavements are 
often narrow and motorised traffic is prioritised 
at junctions. The Tarka Trail provides a major 

traffic free route but most other cycle facilities 
are substandard. The village suffers from being 
the main route to Ilfracombe (A361), Croyde & 
neighbouring beaches (B3231). Several streets, 
designed as residential access, suffer from 
adoption as “rat runs”. 

4.112 Knowle village, bisected by the A361 
with national speed limit abutting the 30mph 
area on the downhill northern approach, is 
particularly susceptible to speeding traffic. The 
current crossing facilities are inadequate given 
the nature of traffic on A361 which serves as a 
barrier between the residential area to the east 
and the footpaths and open spaces to the west. 

4.113 The idea of the '20-minute 
neighbourhood' (also known as 15-minute cities) 
has grown with interest around the world, 
especially since the COVID-19 pandemic put 
a spotlight on the importance of the liveability 

of our parish. 

4.114 Describing a complete, compact and 
connected neighbourhood, where people can 

meet their everyday needs within a short walk or 

cycle, the idea of the 20-minute neighbourhood 
presents multiple benefits including boosting 
local economies, improving people’s health and 
wellbeing, increasing social connections in 
communities, and tackling climate change. 
Town and Country Planning Guidance can be 
found at this link https://tcpa.org.uk/collection/the-20 

-minute-neighbourhood/ 

4.115 The benefits of active travel are well 
recognised as summarised in these exerts 
from Working together to promote active travel 
(PHE, 2016): “Walking and cycling are good 
for our physical and mental health. Switching 
more journeys to active travel will improve 
health, quality of life and the environment, and 
local productivity, while at the same time 
reducing costs to the public purse. These are 
substantial ‘win-wins’ that benefit individual 
people and the community as a whole. 
Health-promoting transport systems are 
pro-business and support economic prosperity. 
They enable optimal travel to work with less 
congestion, collisions, pollution, and they 

support a healthier workforce.” 

Working together to promote active 
travel https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/ 

government/uploads/system/uploads/ 
attachment_data/file/523460/ 
Workng_Together_to_Promote_Active 
Travel_A_briefing_for_local_authorities.pdf 

https://tcpa.org.uk/collection/the-20-minute-neighbourhood/
https://tcpa.org.uk/collection/the-20-minute-neighbourhood/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523460/Working_Together_to_Promote_Active_Travel_A_briefing_for_local_authorities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523460/Working_Together_to_Promote_Active_Travel_A_briefing_for_local_authorities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523460/Working_Together_to_Promote_Active_Travel_A_briefing_for_local_authorities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523460/Working_Together_to_Promote_Active_Travel_A_briefing_for_local_authorities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/523460/Working_Together_to_Promote_Active_Travel_A_briefing_for_local_authorities.pdf
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Promotion of Active 

Travel 

4.116 Improved infrastructure for active travel 
along with re-prioritisation of road space and 
junctions will increase levels of active travel 
with reductions in motorised traffic, carbon 
emissions, noise and air pollution whilst 
improving health & social interaction and 
benefitting the local economy. 

4.117 Guidance for local authorities on 
designing high-quality, safe cycle infrastructure 
can be found on the Government web site: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-

infrastructure-design-ltn-120 

4.118 The Department for Transport published 
in July 2021 its Decarbonising Transport: A 
Better Greener Britain. This strategy aims for 

England to have a world class walking and 
cycling network by 2040 and that half of all 
journeys in towns and cities will be cycled or 

walked by 2030. https:// 
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/ 
system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/ 
decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf 

4.119 There does not appear to be any cycle 
specific design guidance at county or district 
level hence this policy. 

4.1110 This policy should be considered in 
conjunction with Policy NE5 Protecting the 
Footpath, Bridlepath & Cycle path Network. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
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BE10 

Proposals for all new major housing, 
employment and retail developments and 
the expansion of existing employment 
and retail premises or small scale housing 
proposals which are likely to generate 
additional vehicle movements into and 
out of the site should demonstrate as part 
of a Transport Assessment or Transport 
Statement how vehicular access into and 
out of the site and circulation within the 
site will mitigate impacts of additional 
traffic onto the local road network 
(including permeability, safety, journey 
delay, air quality and noise) where 
relevant. 

4.12 Justification 

4.121 This policy supports the Local Plan 

policies ST02, ST06, ST08, ST10, DM05, but 
while NDC Planning guidance 
(www.northdevon.gov.uk/planning-and-building-

control/making-a-planning-application/the-local-list/ 
additional-information) 

details a number of issues that a Transport 
Assessment should address, it does not 
require an applicant to consider the impact of 

additional traffic onto the local road network. 

4.122 Devon’s Climate Change Plan cites 
“Transport accounts for 31% of Devon’s 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.21 The sector 

is the single largest emitter of GHG across the 
County, which also reflects the UK-wide position. 
Addressing the challenge will require a 
combination of behavioural, policy and 
technological changes. 
The movement of people, as opposed to goods, 
accounts for around two thirds of all transport 
emissions. Whilst all areas of transport must 
decarbonise, and do so rapidly, transforming 
how we move about Devon will provide the 
opportunity to realise significant wider benefits: 
for our health, safety, public and personal 
finances and enjoyment of public space.” 

4.123 Braunton Parish has seen and is seeing 
growing traffic volumes – the cumulative effect 
being increasing congestion and use of narrow 

lanes as rat runs. It is no longer just major 

developments of 10 or more dwellings that are 
impacting traffic flows across the Parish, 
therefore all development that generates 

additional traffic movement should require a 

Transport Assessment or Planning Statement as 

part of the planning application documentation 
required. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 104 - 109 

• NDTLP ST02, ST06, ST08, ST10, DM05 

http://www.northdevon.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/making-a-planning-application/the-local-list/additional-information
http://www.northdevon.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/making-a-planning-application/the-local-list/additional-information
http://www.northdevon.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/making-a-planning-application/the-local-list/additional-information
https://emissions.21
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Vehicle Movement 
Assessments 

4.124 Existing traffic data is limited for 

routes in and around Braunton. Information 
provided as the result of a freedom of 

information request to Devon County Council 
in early 2022 detailed traffic flow and speed 
data for permanent Automated Traffic 
Counters (ATC’s) on the A361 to the north of 
Church Street at the Northern extent of 
Braunton Village, The B3231 Saunton Road 
and the A361 Ashford to the South of the 
village which forms the main route between 
Braunton and Barnstaple. 

4.125 Whilst the Ashford counter is outside 
of the Parish boundary it helps to build a 

picture of traffic flow through the village. The 
three tables set out the key statistics from 
these counters and key points the data raises. 

4.126 Tables 1, 2 and 3 detail annual 
average daily and monthly totals of traffic 
volumes for each of the automated traffic 
counters as well as average, mean and 85th 

percentile traffic speed. 

4.127 All the tables show an increase in 
traffic volume between 2017 and 2021 and 
that speed limits are not adhered to. 

4.128 These figures appear to support 
residents views that traffic is increasing with 

associated speeding issues. 
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Table 1 

Details annual average daily and monthly 
average daily traffic volumes for the period 
2017-2021 at A361 North of Church Street 

Braunton 
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Table 2 

Details annual average daily and monthly 
average daily traffic volumes for the period 
2017-2021 at B3231 Saunton Road West of 
Braunton 
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Table 3 

Details annual average daily and monthly 
average daily traffic volumes for the period 
2017-2021 at A361 Ashford South of 
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Improving Transport 
Accessibility and 

Connectivity 

BE11 

Map U identifies the principal transport 
and accessibility constraints that arise 
from the village of Braunton being a key 
gateway to the North Devon’s coastal 
resorts of Saunton, Croyde and 
Putsborough, and its AONB. 

The junction between Exeter Road/Caen 
Street will be reviewed with a view to 
providing improved and safer pedestrian 
access and possible daytime 
pedestrianisation of Caen Street and 
Heanton Street will be explored. 

Where relevant, development proposals 
will be supported which: 

i) Support pedestrianisation of Caen 
Street and Heanton Street and 
appropriate environmental 
enhancements and/or improvements 

ii) Deliver identified opportunities 
and/or resolve identified constraints 

iii) Do not erode key features 
contribution to the built and 
landscape character of Braunton 
village and its Parish 

iv) Do not exacerbate identified 
constraints or satisfactorily 
mitigate adverse impacts which 
arise from the proposal 

v) Contribute positively to reducing, 
adapting to and mitigating the locally 
generated impacts which contribute 
to climate change 
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4.13 Justification 

4.131 There is significant traffic flow on A361 
Barnstaple to Ilfracombe and growing local 
volumes due to ongoing development. The 
geographic location of Braunton village means 
that there are particular issues in relation to the 
cumulative effects of significant levels of 
development in Ilfracombe, Croyde and 
Georgeham. This is clearly evidenced by the 
long queues of traffic at the main crossroads 
in Braunton village, with vehicles backing up on 
the A361 and the B3231. 

4.132 Braunton is the only area in North Devon 
that is designated as an Air Quality Management 
Area. The designated area incorporates the area  

encompassing the B3231 in Braunton, in 
between the A361 junction known as "The 
Square" in the middle of the village, and the 
Village Green. The B3231 runs past Caen 
Primary School. 

4.133 Details of Braunton’s Air Quality 
Management Area can be found on North Devon 
District Council’s web site. 
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-

quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/ 

4.134 There is also now local evidence of poor 

air quality being recorded on Wrafton Road, 
which runs past Southmead Primary School and 
Braunton Academy, and Heanton Street that 
runs down to the main A361 junction. 
https://lovebraunton.org/air-quality/ 

4.135 A key feature of the corridors used as 

alternative routes to avoid the main Braunton 
junction (as shown on Map U) is that they are 
through the older residential parts of the village 
including the Conservation area. These streets 
have no pavements and in many instances on 
street parking takes place as residents have no 
off street parking facilities. Consequently, their 

use as an alternative route by vehicles impacts 
both the safety and amenity of residents. 

4.136 Braunton Parish’s Master Planning 
Document will provide guidance as to how 

the village wants to improve accessibility, 
particularly for pedestrians to the village of 

Braunton. 

4.137 This policy should be considered in 

conjunction with Policy BE10. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 92, 93 

• National Air Quality Strategy 

• North Devon Local Air Quality Action Plan 

• NDTLP ST02, ST08, ST10, ST22, ST23 

https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/
https://lovebraunton.org/air-quality/
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Braunton main junction A361 indicated within the red 
circle. Red lines and flow arrows denote road used 
to bypass the main junction and queue jump the 
tailbacks. 

MAP U 

Braunton village principal transport and accessibility constraints 



 

  

 

                                  

       

      

   

   

   

   

  

    

  

 

  

 

                 

  

 

           

       

       

       

                          

                            

                      

      

      

                      

   

                            

                      

 

     

    

     

 91 
Protecting Existing Car 
Parking Capacity for 
Public Use 

2. Development proposals which involve Related National and Local Policies BE12 
the loss of vehicle parking spaces (shown 

• NPPF paragraphs 93,99,108 1. Existing land in the Parish presently on map V), including public and private 
dedicated to car parking as listed below car parks, will only be supported if: • NDTLP ST12, Paragraph 10.156 
will be protected for that purpose. 

i) the equivalent capacity is 
1) Challoners Road provided elsewhere in the 

village (preferably within close 2) Dyers Close 
proximity of the existing site); or 

3) Caen Street 
ii) existing parking capacity can be 

4) Crow Point clearly shown to be in excess of 
community requirements; or 

5) Exeter Road 
iii) the facility is repurposed to 

6) Caen Shopping Centre 
provide alternative community 

7) Velator Quay facilities. 



 

 

 

 

                 

  

    

          

     

      

                          

                         

         

     

        

    

       

    

                      

                        

                    

    

                        

   

       

 

 

        

        

    

                       

       

     

     

                       

 

      

      

    

         

       

                    

 

                             

       

        

      

       

   

 

 

 

  

Protecting Existing Car 
Parking Capacity for 
Public Use 

4.14 Justification 

4.141 Braunton village is a main centre and is a 

destination for residents and tourists who largely 

depend on private vehicles for transport. 

4.142 The main car park for Braunton is 
centrally located off Caen Street (see map V). 
It is an important asset to the local community, 
providing parking for residents (through annual 
permits) and parishioners and is essential to the 
functionality of the village as a visitor destination. 
Its use as a car park will be safeguarded and its 
capacity maintained unless clearly in excess of 

community requirements. The car park is 
adjacent to several community facilities 
including the Medical Centre, public toilets, 
Museum, Countryside Centre, Surf Museum and 
Work Hub. The car park does not 
presently provide an EV charging facility and 
such provision should be encouraged (see BE3). 

4.143 The western border of the car park abuts 
the Tarka Trail and the River Caen. Should car 
parking capacity become surplus to require-

ments (through the proposed shift to active 
travel and public transport in policy BE9), the 
land presently forming the westerly aspect of the 
car park should remain a community facility and 
could be repurposed to provide increased 
biodiversity within a recreational/picnic/ 
playground area (or other facility as deemed 
appropriate by the community) adjacent to the 
Tarka Trail and River Caen. 

4.144 There are growing issues with insufficient 
car parking associated with beach use by both 
local residents and visitors, specifically at 
Saunton. 

4.145 In the event of potential sites for 
additional car parking being brought forward that 
would alleviate and help to address the existing 
problems identified by the local community, due 
consideration should be given to them subject to 
satisfying other policies within the plan. 

92 
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Protecting Existing Car 
Parking Capacity for 
Public Use 

MAP V 

Parish Car Parks 
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Protecting Existing Car 
Parking Capacity for 
Public Use 

MAP W 

Braunton Village Centre - Car Parks 
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Protecting Existing Car 
Parking Capacity for 
Public Use 

MAP X 

Velator Quay - Car Park 
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Protecting Existing Car 
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MAP Y 

Crow Point - Car Park 
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BE13 

1. Development proposals should contribute 
to the provision of cleaner air and reduce 
pollution by: 

i) Evidencing compliance with policy 
BE9 of this plan 

ii) minimising the impact of traffic 
congestion through the promotion 
and accessibility of public transport 

iii) providing facilities for low-pollution 
transport, including safe cycle 
storage and vehicle charging (EV) 

iv) incorporating plants, trees and 
shrubs in any landscaping scheme, 
and as far as possible, 

v) replacing any trees or hedgerows 
which have to be removed 

vi) controlling dust and emissions from 

industrial, farming, construction 
and demolition operations 

2. Development proposals are encouraged 
where possible and practical that use 
renewable fuels/cleaner technologies. 

3. Proposals submitted for any development 
must be in accordance with the 
requirements of North Devon and 
Torridge Council’s “Air Quality 

Supplementary Planning Document”. 
Proposal should be accompanied by an 
Air Quality Impact Assessment providing 
appropriate evidence that demonstrates 
that the proposed development would 
not lead to: 

i) further deterioration of the air 

quality in Braunton’s AQMA where 
the air quality already does not meet 
the legal requirements for air quality 

measures such as particulate matter 

(PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen 
dioxide (NO2) 

ii) deterioration of the air quality in any 
part of Braunton Parish such that the 
air quality measures such as 
particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) 
and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) ceases to 
meet the legal requirements for air 

quality. 

iii) it must be satisfactorily 
demonstrated that any development 
which would have consequences for 
the Air Quality Management Area, 
is consistent with the current 
Air Quality Action Plan. 
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Protection and 

Improvement of 
Air Quality 

4.15 Justification 

4.151 Air quality continues to be of concern to 

residents. Braunton has North Devon’s only Air 

Quality Management Area and subsequent Air 
Quality Action Plan. The NDC Annual Report 
recognises that “Braunton AQMA remains in 
designation, and with increased development 
within the district and ever increasing vehicle 
numbers travelling within the district the council 
will continue to liaise with relevant stakeholders 
to protect and improve local conditions.” 

4.152 The NDC Annual Report 2020 shows 

that the measures of nitrogen dioxide (NO2), 
which within North Devon is primarily from 

vehicles using the road network, are consistently 

higher in Braunton than in Barnstaple, Newport, 
Ilfracombe, South Molton and Bickington. 
Air quality management and monitoring 
(northdevon.gov.uk) 

4.153 NPPF paragraph 174 Section E states 
that planning policies and decision should aim to 
minimise pollution. The NPPF Guidance (PPG) 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-quality--3 details 
light pollution considerations and factors to be 
considered in development proposals. The 2008 
Ambient Air Quality Directive sets legally binding 
limits for concentrations in outdoor 

air of major air pollutants that impact public 
health such as particulate matter (PM10 and 
PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 

4.154 NPPF Paragraph 186 highlights that 
planning policies should take account of the 
presence of Air Quality Management Areas 

and the cumulative impacts on air quality from 
individual sites in local areas 

4.155 This policy seeks to ensure that all 
development is located and designed so as not 
to result in a harmful or cumulative impact upon 
air quality. Active consideration will be given to 

proposals that address poor air quality and 
improve the existing situation. 

4.156 For the purposes of this policy major 

development is as defined in the Town and 
Country Planning (Management Procedures) 
(England) Order 2010 as ten or more dwellings 
or a site size of 0.5 hectares or more. 

Related National and Local Policies 

• NPPF paragraphs 105, 112 174, 186 

• NDTLP DM02 

• NDTLP Supplementary Planning Document 
Air Quality – September 2020 

• Braunton’s Air Quality Management 

https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air-quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-quality--3
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BE14 

1. Any proposals which require planning 
permission should avoid light pollution 
and protect the night-time environment 
of the intrinsically dark areas across the 
Parish given its proximity to the North 
Devon AONB, location within the 
UNESCO Biosphere and the natural 
environment’s night time wildlife. 

2. External lighting levels should be 
designed to minimise light pollution and 
only used where lighting is required to: 

3. All new development should Related National and Local Policies 
demonstrate how it has been designed 
to avoid light pollution by providing a • NPPF paragraph 185 

Light Impact Assessment and adherence 
to the Braunton Parish Design Code 07(g). 
Proposals that use unscreened external 

• Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment 
Act 2005 

and internal lighting will not be 
supported. 

• North Devon Coast AONB Management Plan 
https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/about/ 
management-plan-2019-2024 

• NDTLP ST02, ST14, DM08A 

i) Ensure road safety in areas where 
there is a risk to pedestrians and 
cyclists 

ii) Deter criminal activity 

iii) Light entrances to buildings used 
after dark 

iv) Provide lighting for evening sporting 
activities 

v) Support the night-time economy 
including lighting for farmers 
needing to work at night. 

https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/about/management-plan-2019-2024
https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/about/management-plan-2019-2024
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Protect and Promote 

Dark Skies 

4.16 Justification 

4.161 This policy encourages proposals that 
conserve and enhance the distinctive rural 
character of the Parish. It seeks to prevent light 
pollution and protect the night-time views of the 
landscape and its intrinsically dark areas. 

4.162 The extent of dark skies across Braunton 
Parish can be seen on light pollution maps, such 
as the one at https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/ 

maps 

4.163 The majority of the neighbourhood area 
has dark skies that should be protected from 
harmful light spill. 

4.164 The Policy recognises that artificial light 
offers valuable benefits to residents: safety, 
finding one’s way around, preventing crime, 
facilitating sport and the night-time economy. 
However inappropriate artificial lighting can 

contribute to a range of problems: it gives the 
village an urban feel, it detracts from the 
enjoyment of the night sky, it can cause health 
problems and can also impact the normal 
behaviour of wildlife. 

4.165 Light pollution is primarily about light 
escaping from dwellings, premises and street 
lighting. Light pollution can be prejudicial to 
human health and a statutory nuisance, as 

recognised in the Clean Neighbourhoods and 
Environment Act 2005 

4.166 Paragraph 185 of the NPPF encourages 

good design, planning policies and decisions to 
limit the impact of light pollution from artificial 
light. 

4.167 The NPPF Guidance (PPG) Light pollution 

- GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) details light pollution 
considerations and factors to be considered in 
development proposals. 

4.168 Particular locations to be protected from 

artificial lighting are the locally valued sites of 

Biodiversity and Habitats listed in Policy NE1, 
Protection of the Parish Bat Population detailed 
Policy NE2 and landscapes listed in NE6 

References: 
Bats and artificial lighting guidance note (2018) 
https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/development-concerns-1 

https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/maps
https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/maps
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/development-concerns-1
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	Figure
	4.1 Context for Policies 
	4.1 Context for Policies 
	4.11 The Parish is changing -residents recognise that the environment is under threat from creeping urbanisation and feel overwhelmed by intensification of development out of character with the parish. 
	4.11 The Parish is changing -residents recognise that the environment is under threat from creeping urbanisation and feel overwhelmed by intensification of development out of character with the parish. 
	4.12 Residents want to protect their built environment including its community facilities and public green spaces. 
	4.13 Design of dwellings across the parish generally reflect their location and period they were built in. All of the hamlets still evidence their agricultural background and are built in mixture of stone, cob, lime render and slate. In the more centralised village areas there are examples of red and yellow brick building with slate roofs with more recent dwellings across the parish being white rendered. Dwellings that are above two storeys in height are an exception. 
	4.14 The heritage of the Parish is well documented with the numerous listed buildings recorded. These evidence the long history of the Parish from Domesday and its associated wealth from the land. 

	4.15 Despite our knowledge of climate change more recent and ongoing development in the Parish fails to address carbon reduction and resilience to adverse weather events. 
	4.16 The current trend in this parish and the wider area for the demolition and replacement of existing buildings has an unnecessarily high carbon footprint. 
	4.17 Air quality is a major concern with Braunton village centre having the only Air Quality Monitoring Area in North Devon. Pollution is exacerbated by year-round traffic congestion, compounded by an ever extending holiday period. 
	4.18 Despite national guidance on traffic hierarchy vehicular traffic is consistently prioritised over pedestrians and cyclists. There is a lack of good quality cycle lanes on the major roads that run through the parish to the detriment of residents and visitors alike. 
	4.19 The Parish still benefits from dark skies away from the village centre. This is a positive environmental impact that residents would like to see maintained and promoted in more built up areas. A reduction in light pollution also reduces energy wastage. 
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	Figure

	4.2 Aim 
	4.2 Aim 
	4.21 To ensure that the built environment of the Parish is resilient to climate change, and that the Parish contributes positively to meeting Devon’s low carbon measures, new development will adhere to parish specific policies which align with residents’ protection of their natural environment, the Parish’s heritage and residents’ sense of place. Braunton Parish’s Design Guide details further requirements to protect/enhance the built environment. 
	4.21 To ensure that the built environment of the Parish is resilient to climate change, and that the Parish contributes positively to meeting Devon’s low carbon measures, new development will adhere to parish specific policies which align with residents’ protection of their natural environment, the Parish’s heritage and residents’ sense of place. Braunton Parish’s Design Guide details further requirements to protect/enhance the built environment. 
	4.22 Social interaction takes place in peopled streets and protected green spaces. There are improved community facilities; some age/generation specific e.g. youth clubs, communal facilities for elderly, sport and others universal such as street events and galleries. 
	4.23 Increased self-sufficiency in energy. Self-sufficient, modernised using green infrastructure. Maximises generation of renewable energy. 

	4.24 Pedestrian networks improved with new walking and cycling routes to key services, between neighbourhoods and to open countryside. Dark skies in the local area preserved for the benefit of wildlife and enjoyment of star gazing 
	4.24 Pedestrian networks improved with new walking and cycling routes to key services, between neighbourhoods and to open countryside. Dark skies in the local area preserved for the benefit of wildlife and enjoyment of star gazing 
	4.25 Neighbourhoods walkable with range of facilities comfortably accessed on foot. Reduction in traffic and lower speeds, walking and cycling safer and more pleasurable, increasing active movement. Increased active transport improves health, increases social interaction to benefit of community. 

	4.26 Where motorised traffic is essential routes are limited to the main road network and adequate car parking is available. 
	4.26 Where motorised traffic is essential routes are limited to the main road network and adequate car parking is available. 
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	4.3 Objectives 
	4.3 Objectives 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	Enhancing the Built Environment 

	b) 
	b) 
	Providing High Quality Design 

	c) 
	c) 
	Building Resilience to Climate Change 

	d) 
	d) 
	Adoption of Small Scale Renewable and 

	TR
	Low Carbon Energy 

	e) 
	e) 
	Protecting the Parish’s Heritage and 

	TR
	Historic Environment 

	f) 
	f) 
	Protecting Maintaining and Enhancing 

	TR
	Community Facilities 

	g) 
	g) 
	Protection and Enhancement of Local 

	TR
	Green Spaces 

	h) 
	h) 
	Greening Public Spaces 

	i) 
	i) 
	Promotion of Active Travel 

	j) 
	j) 
	Vehicle Movement Assessments 

	k) 
	k) 
	Improving Transport Accessibility and 

	TR
	Connectivity 

	l) 
	l) 
	Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity 

	TR
	for Public Use 

	m) 
	m) 
	Protection and Improvement of Air Quality 

	n) 
	n) 
	Protect and Promote Dark Skies 


	Figure
	Figure
	58 
	BE1 
	BE1 

	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	All developments should be of high quality design, complementing the local vernacular, enhancing visual amenity and minimise any adverse impacts on the built environment and neighbouring amenity. 

	2. 
	2. 
	2. 
	For proposals to be considered high quality in the Braunton Parish context, they should respond positively to the National Design Guide and Code as well as meeting the requirements of the Braunton Parish Design Guide and have particular regard to the following considerations, where feasible, viable and applicable: 



	i) Be well related to scale, form and character of the settlement/built up area and its setting 
	i) Be well related to scale, form and character of the settlement/built up area and its setting 

	ii) Respect and have no adverse impact on historic buildings, character and heritage assets and their setting 
	iii) 
	iii) 
	iii) 
	iii) 
	Have no adverse impact on the amenity of neighbouring uses (factors such as noise, tranquillity, light pollution, enjoyment of space and so on) 

	iv) 
	iv) 
	Ensure good and safe accessibility for refuse, emergency and delivery vehicles, where feasible, taking into account likely levels of on street parking by residents and/or employees 

	v) 
	v) 
	Provide safe and easy access for pedestrians and cyclists onto existing footpaths and existing cycle lanes and, where feasible provide segregated direct routes to enable good connectivity to local facilities and amenities 

	vi) 
	vi) 
	Have boundary treatment well related to those of nearby dwellings and other buildings to complement the character of its setting 



	3. 
	3. 
	3. 
	3. 
	The use of a Design Review Panel as advocated by NPPF section 12 – Achieving well designed places is encouraged where feasible and applicable. 


	4. 
	4. 
	Proposers of development for 6 or more dwellings and/or altering existing or proposing new commercial development are encouraged to engage with the local community and Braunton Parish Council at the earliest opportunity/pre-application stage to help ensure that any proposals take into account both this Plan’s Aims and Objectives and the views of the local community. 


	Figure
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	BE2 
	BE2 
	All development proposals will be supported in principle where they meet the following criteria where relevant: 

	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	Respond positively to the 

	TR
	Building for Nature Codes 

	ii) 
	ii) 
	Respond positively to principles such 

	TR
	as those for “walkable communities” 

	TR
	in Sports England and Public Health 

	TR
	England’s “Active Design” guidance 

	TR
	where viable and feasible 

	iii) 
	iii) 
	For commercial and industrial 

	TR
	developments the provision of 

	TR
	accessible green infrastructure 

	TR
	which plays a multi-functional role 

	TR
	at the heart of the development, 

	TR
	delivers a minimum net gain of 10% 

	TR
	in biodiversity and geodiversity 

	TR
	across the site and makes a 

	TR
	positive contribution to help 

	TR
	mitigate and adapt to the 

	TR
	impacts of climate change. 


	iv) For proposals for dwellings, provide private rear amenity space (gardens) appropriate to dwelling type and size and, to inform consideration of the appropriateness of a proposal’s suitability in relation to the character of the built environment and the site’s setting, applicants should provide an analysis of proposal’s plot size(s) and building footprint in relation to garden areas of the dwellings in the surrounding area. 
	Before 
	Related National and Local Policies 
	Related National and Local Policies 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	NPPF paragraphs 16, 40, 92, 93, 98, 99, 106, 110, 112, Section 12 paragraphs 126-136. 152-158, 167 

	• NDTLP ST04, ST14, ST15, DM01, DM04, DM07, DM08A, 
	• NDTLP ST04, ST14, ST15, DM01, DM04, DM07, DM08A, 


	• 
	• 
	• 
	National Design Guide 2021 

	• 
	• 
	Braunton Parish Design Guide 



	After 
	Figure

	Built Character and Accessibility and Sustainable and Healthy Development 
	Built Character and Accessibility and Sustainable and Healthy Development 
	Built Character and Accessibility and Sustainable and Healthy Development 

	60 
	4.4 Justification Policies BE1 and BE2 
	4.4 Justification Policies BE1 and BE2 
	4.41 Neighbourhood Plan Policies BE 1 and BE 2 are interrelated as good design addresses both built character and accessibility, and sustainable and healthy development. 
	4.41 Neighbourhood Plan Policies BE 1 and BE 2 are interrelated as good design addresses both built character and accessibility, and sustainable and healthy development. 
	4.42 Whilst the NDTLP refers to standards in text associated to Local Plan Policy DM04 Design Principles, these Neighbourhood Plan Policies make specific reference to the required standards sought. 
	4.43 The National Design Guide and Code sets out ten design principles which help to nurture and sustain a sense of community. They work to positively address environmental issues effecting climate and contribute to cross cutting themes of character and community for good design set out in the NPPF. 

	Figure
	National Design Guide and Code 
	() 
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design
	www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design
	-

	guide


	4.44 
	4.44 
	4.44 
	4.44 
	These design principles are: 

	a) 
	a) 
	Context – enhances the surroundings 

	b) 
	b) 
	Identity – attractive and distinctive 

	c) 
	c) 
	Built form – coherent pattern of 

	TR
	development 

	d) 
	d) 
	Movement – accessible and easy to 

	TR
	move around 

	e) 
	e) 
	Nature – enhanced and optimised 

	f) 
	f) 
	Public spaces – safe, social and inclusive 

	g) 
	g) 
	Uses – mixed and integrated 

	h) 
	h) 
	Homes and buildings – functional, 

	TR
	healthy and sustainable 

	i) 
	i) 
	Resources – efficient and resilient 

	j) 
	j) 
	Lifespan – made to last 

	4.45 
	4.45 
	They work to positively address 


	environmental issues effecting climate and contribute to cross cutting themes of character and community for good design set out in the NPPF. 

	Figure


	Built Character and Accessibility and Sustainable and Healthy Development 
	Built Character and Accessibility and Sustainable and Healthy Development 
	Built Character and Accessibility and Sustainable and Healthy Development 

	61 
	4.46 Use of the Design Review Panel is encouraged as its aim is to improve design quality in the built environment. Its role is to review development proposals and provide feedback to developers, clients and local authorities. ) 
	4.46 Use of the Design Review Panel is encouraged as its aim is to improve design quality in the built environment. Its role is to review development proposals and provide feedback to developers, clients and local authorities. ) 
	(www.designreviewpanel.co.uk/
	(www.designreviewpanel.co.uk/


	4.47 Good design is built in from the beginning of a development proposal. Development proposals should demonstrate how they have considered and responded positively to criteria within 
	a) Braunton Parish Design Guide 
	(
	) 
	k
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.u 



	b) Building for Nature Codes 
	(
	) 
	www.buildingwithnature.org.uk


	c) Sports England and Public Health England’s “Active Design” guidance 
	() 
	www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/ 
	www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/ 
	facilities-and-planning/design-and-cost
	-

	guidance/active-design


	which are applicable to residential, and/or commercial and/or industrial developments. 
	4.48 These policies are to ensure where viable and feasible that recognised national standards and adopted neighbourhood standards are not only adhered to, but exceeded as evidenced by the quality of development proposals brought forward. 
	4.49 Local residents feel strongly that some current development falls far short of quality design standards and is inappropriate in its setting. For example, the development at Easterly Park as evidenced by the photographs of before and after development. 
	4.410 The NPPF states in paragraph 16 that: 
	“Plans should…c) be shaped by early, proportionate and effective engagement between plan-makers and communities, local organisations, businesses, infrastructure providers and operators and statutory consultees;” 
	4.411 Whilst development of one dwelling is likely to have potential impact on neighbours, it is recognised that a formal process for one new or replacement house would be onerous, so consultation is encouraged to be done on an informal basis. 
	4.412 Development of two or more dwellings should adhere to NPPF guidance. Community consultation has revealed that residents feel that developments are no longer for local need. It is predatory, driven by financial greed, uninventive and destroying the rural setting and village feel. The creeping urbanisation is not wanted. The community accepts the need for development that addresses local housing need and complies with local and national design guidance. 
	4.413 As the National Design Guide states 
	“At an early stage of the design process, the relative priority for different characteristics may be discussed and agreed” 
	4.414 Adopting a positive proactive approach to consultation would be beneficial so as to achieve a positive outcome for all parties 
	4.415 It is recognised that Braunton Parish’s built environment will evolve to meet changing residents’ and visitors’ needs over time. For this reason it is very important the views of the local community and Parish Council are sought. 
	Consultations | Braunton Neighbourhood Plan 
	Consultations | Braunton Neighbourhood Plan 
	Consultations | Braunton Neighbourhood Plan 
	(brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk) 
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	BE3 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	All major residential proposals should be supported by a Building for a Healthy Life Assessment (or successor) where new housing should achieve green in all criteria and BREEAM “Excellent” for commercial/employment uses, or other up to date standards at the time of application, where viable and feasible. 

	2. 
	2. 
	Development proposals, where relevant, should respond positively to the challenge posed by climate change. They should aim to meet a high level of sustainable design and construction and be optimised for energy efficiency, targeting zero carbon emissions where viable and feasible, and encouraged to: 


	i) Have a layout which optimises passive solar gain 
	i) Have a layout which optimises passive solar gain 
	ii) Have open sustainable drainage systems on site to mitigate the increased surface water run-off in line with latest SuDS guidance 
	iii) Demonstrate a minimum net gain of 10% increase in biodiversity on site 
	iii) Demonstrate a minimum net gain of 10% increase in biodiversity on site 
	iv) Ensure that off road parking spaces and driveways are permeable to prevent surface water run-off 

	v) Provide electric charging points for each dedicated residents parking spaces including garages and on street parking 
	vi) Exceed minimum requirements set out in Building Regulations standards in relation to energy efficiency of materials where possible 
	vii) Incorporate on site energy generation from renewable sources such as solar panels and heat pumps 
	viii) Provide secure outside covered storage space which is an integral part of the design of the development for refuse bins and recycling boxes (ensuring that their location gives easy access to the kerbside for collection) and for cycle storage. 

	3. Development proposals for the provision of electric vehicle charging points where planning permission is required will be supported where they have no adverse impact on: 
	i) Safe and good accessibility of pedestrians, mobility scooters and cyclists along footpaths and cycle paths. 
	i) Safe and good accessibility of pedestrians, mobility scooters and cyclists along footpaths and cycle paths. 
	ii) The character of the built and natural environment 
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	Figure
	4.5 Justification 
	4.5 Justification 
	4.51 The Parish of Braunton supports Devon County Council’s statement: “We need to prepare and adapt to the changing climate so that we are ready for the impacts on our homes, businesses, civil infrastructure and health that will arise from the effects of climate change. The climate will continue to change even if emissions are reduced to zero in the near future. Higher temperatures, rising sea levels and more frequent, more intense storms are likely to lead to greater damage to property, utility networks, 
	4.51 The Parish of Braunton supports Devon County Council’s statement: “We need to prepare and adapt to the changing climate so that we are ready for the impacts on our homes, businesses, civil infrastructure and health that will arise from the effects of climate change. The climate will continue to change even if emissions are reduced to zero in the near future. Higher temperatures, rising sea levels and more frequent, more intense storms are likely to lead to greater damage to property, utility networks, 
	Source: 
	www.devon.gov.uk/ 
	www.devon.gov.uk/ 
	energyandclimatechange/preparing-for-change 


	4.52 Policy BE3 requires all new development to be designed in such a way as to address climate change and in particular to focus on building resilience to climate change issues in line with the emerging Devon Carbon Plan. 
	4.53 The Devon Climate Declaration endorsed by DCC, NDC and Braunton Parish Council includes the statements: 
	“..the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has advised that carbon emissions must reduce globally by at least 45% by 2030 from 2010 levels and reach net-zero by 2050 if we are to avoid the worst effects of climate change by keeping warming below 1.5 degrees “ “..we will engage Devon’s residents, businesses and visitors to develop and implement a plan to facilitate the reduction of Devon’s production and consumption emissions to meet IPCC recommendations…” & ”this transformational change will in
	4.54 Research by the University of Exeter shows that 19% of all Devon’s carbon emissions are created by our homes. 

	Figure
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	Figure
	4.57 Approaches to manage surface water that take account of water quantity (flooding), water quality (pollution) biodiversity (wildlife and plants) and amenity are collectively referred to as Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). SuDS mimic nature and typically manage rainfall close to where it falls. Provision of storage space for refuse bins and recycling will encourage recycling and prevent littering. Convenient cycle storage will facilitate cycle use as a major component of active travel (BE9). 
	4.57 Approaches to manage surface water that take account of water quantity (flooding), water quality (pollution) biodiversity (wildlife and plants) and amenity are collectively referred to as Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). SuDS mimic nature and typically manage rainfall close to where it falls. Provision of storage space for refuse bins and recycling will encourage recycling and prevent littering. Convenient cycle storage will facilitate cycle use as a major component of active travel (BE9). 
	4.58 Development proposals should evidence that they have drawn upon most up to date guidance given in Building for a Healthy Life 
	(
	) 
	www.designforhomes.org/project/building-for-life


	and BREEAM certification scheme. 
	(
	) 
	www.breeam.com


	Reference Intergovernmental Panel Climate Change Report 
	Reports — IPCC 
	Reports — IPCC 
	Reports — IPCC 



	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 152 – 158, 167 
	• NDTLP ST02, ST03, ST04, ST05, ST14, DM04 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Devon Climate Declaration 2019 • SuDS manual C753 2015 

	• 
	• 
	Braunton Parish Design Guide 


	Figure
	Figure


	Adoption of Appropriately Scaled Renewable Energy 
	Adoption of Appropriately Scaled Renewable Energy 
	65 
	BE4 
	1. Where planning permission is required, development proposals for new appropriately scaled domestic, commercial and community renewable or low carbon energy generation (other than wind energy) will be supported where: 
	i) The proposal is located within the curtilage of the building where the proposed energy generator will be sited 
	ii) The proposal is sensitively sited and there are no adverse impacts on landscape character, seascape, wildlife habitats and biodiversity, or it can be demonstrated that impacts can be satisfactorily mitigated 
	ii) The proposal is sensitively sited and there are no adverse impacts on landscape character, seascape, wildlife habitats and biodiversity, or it can be demonstrated that impacts can be satisfactorily mitigated 
	iii) The number, siting, scale and design of installations and associated infrastructure and building have no adverse impact or adverse impacts can be mitigated on the following: 

	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	a) 
	nearby dwellings 

	b) 
	b) 
	local amenity (including visual amenity, noise, vibration, electromagnetic interference, reflection) 

	c) 
	c) 
	the enjoyment of or access to public rights of way and other access routes, and 

	d) 
	d) 
	public safety 


	2. Proposals for renewable or low carbon energy (other than wind energy) are encouraged to take into account relevant advice and guidance given in 
	i) Braunton Parish Design Guide 
	ii) Devon Low Carbon Plan 
	iii) Devon County Council Energy and Climate Change 
	Related National and Local Policies 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	NPPF paragraphs 92, 93, 152 -158, 174 -178 

	• 
	• 
	North Devon Council Carbon, Environment and Biodiversity Plan 


	• NDTLP Policies ST01, ST02, ST03, ST04, ST05, ST16, ST23, DM04, DM10 
	Figure

	Figure
	Adoption of Appropriately Scaled Renewable Energy 
	66 
	4.6 Justification 
	4.61 This policy supports Braunton Parish Council’s climate emergency declaration in June 2019, when they joined with other organisations and institutions in the county to declare a climate emergency. 
	www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate
	www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate
	www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate
	-

	declaration/signatories 


	www.brauntonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Braunton-PC/ 
	www.brauntonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Braunton-PC/ 
	www.brauntonparishcouncil.gov.uk/Braunton-PC/ 
	press_releases-7139.aspx 


	4.62 This support is balanced against the need to respect the parish landscape and ensure that proposals for small scale renewable and low carbon generation respond positively to it. 
	4.63 Devon’s Low Carbon Plan states that: “In 2018, seven percent of the total energy used in Devon for electricity, heat and transport was met by renewable sources. This needs to rise to near 100% by 2050.” 
	www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ 
	www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ 
	www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ 
	interimcarbonplan 


	4.64 The North Devon District Council’s report “An Assessment of the Landscape Sensitivity to Onshore Wind Energy and Large Scale Photovoltaic Development in North Devon District” clearly illustrates the sensitivity of North Devon’s landscape to larger developments. 
	https://northdevon.gov.uk/media/290517/north-devon
	https://northdevon.gov.uk/media/290517/north-devon
	https://northdevon.gov.uk/media/290517/north-devon
	-

	lsa-reduced-size.pdf 


	4.65 The promotion of small scale renewable energy generation within the Parish is a positive contribution to County and National goals to reduce emissions, whilst ensuring that the sensitivity of the Parish landscape characteristics detailed in the Parish Character Assessment – 2C, 3H, 4A, 4B, 4E, 4F, 4H and 5C are respected. 
	https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/ 
	https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/ 
	https://www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/ 
	supporting-documents/character-assessments 


	4.66 Specific guidance referred to in the policy in respect of renewable energy generation address domestic, commercial and community proposals can be found in: 
	a) Braunton Parish Design Guide – in particular its Design Code 07 Waste, recycling and utilities and Design Code 08 Sustainability and Building Performance which address renewable and low carbon technologies. 
	b) Devon Low Carbon Plan Built Environment objective to “make our existing and future buildings net -zero, comfortable, healthy and affordable to run” 
	b) Devon Low Carbon Plan Built Environment objective to “make our existing and future buildings net -zero, comfortable, healthy and affordable to run” 
	https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ 
	https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ 
	interimcarbonplan/? 

	cat_id=2461&subsection=9_10 

	c) Devon County Council Energy and Climate Change community-led renewable energy and energy efficiency projects 
	www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/ 
	www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/ 
	www.devon.gov.uk/energyandclimatechange/ 
	community-energy 


	4.67 It is recognised that permitted development rights currently exist for some small scale renewal energy generation such as small standalone wind turbine. Details of these can be found on the Planning portal’s Common Projects page. 
	www.planningportal.co.uk/permission/common
	www.planningportal.co.uk/permission/common
	www.planningportal.co.uk/permission/common
	-

	projects 



	Figure
	Protecting the Parish’s Heritage and Historic Environment 
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	BE5 
	Historic England listed buildings and scheduled monuments, Devon Historic Records of Braunton Parish heritage assets and their setting identified on Maps N, O and P (and on larger scale maps Oa, Ob, Oc, Pa, Pb and Pc in the Appendix) will be protected from adverse impact arising from proposals for development, alteration or refurbishment. This will be achieved through the avoidance of harm to the asset in relation to the setting of the asset in the first instance before mitigation is proposed. 
	Proposals affecting these local sites, listed buildings and other nationally recognised heritage assets and/or their settings should take into account the adopted Braunton Conservation Area Appraisal, and the Historic Environment Record and are encouraged to have regard to any additional evidence documenting local historic and heritage assets. 
	The Parish Council will work with North Devon District Council to update the “local list” of heritage assets in Braunton, which will be maintained thereafter. 
	The Parish Council will work with North Devon District Council to update the “local list” of heritage assets in Braunton, which will be maintained thereafter. 

	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 189 -208 
	• NDTLP ST15 
	Sect
	Figure

	Figure
	Protecting the Parish’s Heritage and Historic Environment 
	68 
	4.7 Justification 
	4.71 Braunton village has a long history, dating back to at least Saxon times. It has a total of 37 listed buildings, all situated within a large Conservation Area totaling 23 hectares and including much of the central part of the village. 
	4.72 There are also a number of listed linhays on Braunton Marsh and a significant number of listed sites across the wider parish. In addition there are two scheduled ancient monuments within the parish, the Castle at Knowle and the medieval Lynchets at Saunton. 
	4.73 Consultation in 2011 revealed a desire to have the Great Field given official recognition through a possible future conservation area  designation. It continues to be highly valued and there is significant concern that because it is still used for its intended purpose it cannot be listed in the normal way. 
	4.74 Whether designated or not, heritage assets provide a link with the past life of the village and surrounding parish. They give the area character and distinctiveness, making Braunton an interesting place to live in and visit. It is important that all development respects the historic character of the parish. 
	www.devon.gov.uk/historicenvironment/the-devon
	www.devon.gov.uk/historicenvironment/the-devon
	www.devon.gov.uk/historicenvironment/the-devon
	www.devon.gov.uk/historicenvironment/the-devon
	-


	historic-environment-record 


	MAP N 
	Devon County Council -Braunton Parish Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings and Conservation Area 
	Sect
	Figure
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	Figure
	Protecting the Parish’s Heritage and Historic Environment 
	Figure
	MAP O Braunton Parish Scheduled Monuments and Listed Buildings 
	Figure
	Protecting the Parish’s Heritage and Historic Environment 
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	Link
	Figure
	4.75 The locally listed heritage assets can be found at this link 
	https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plansand-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/ local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/ 
	https://northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plansand-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/ local-plan/planning-policy-supporting-documents/ 
	-
	environment/local-interest-list/locally-listed
	-

	heritage-assets-in-braunton/ 


	MAP P 
	MAP P 
	Braunton Parish Local Interest Buildings 


	Figure
	Protecting, Maintaining and Enhancing Community Facilities 
	71 
	BE6 
	1. Our locally valued community facilities within use classifications of Classes F1 and F2 (as shown on maps Q and R) are identified as 
	-

	1) Braunton Library 
	2) The Parish Hall and Council Office 
	3) The Vivien Moon Centre 
	4) Braunton Work Hub 
	5) Caen Medical Centre 
	6) The community pharmacy 
	7) The Post Office 
	8) The Countryside Centre 
	9) Braunton Museum 
	10) British Surf Museum 
	11) St Brannocks Rooms 
	12) Kingsacre Telephone Box Library 
	13) South Street Telephone Box Library 
	14) Knowle Telephone Box Defibrillator 
	14) Knowle Telephone Box Defibrillator 
	2. These existing community facilities and amenities will be protected for such use and proposals resulting in their loss, redevelopment or change of use will only be supported where: 

	i) there is no reasonable prospect of viable continued use benefitting the community and a need for the proposed change is demonstrated 
	i) there is no reasonable prospect of viable continued use benefitting the community and a need for the proposed change is demonstrated 
	ii) they do not have an adverse impact on the site’s setting in relation to its built character or the surrounding natural environment, and any proposed alternative facility or use would provide equal or greater benefits for the local community than the current one 
	ii) they do not have an adverse impact on the site’s setting in relation to its built character or the surrounding natural environment, and any proposed alternative facility or use would provide equal or greater benefits for the local community than the current one 
	3. Development proposals for new, replacement, extended and/or improved community, health and educational facilities including infrastructure; as well as those providing facilities specifically for children and young people; will be supported where: 

	i) the proposed use will be dedicated to community use in perpetuity 
	ii) the proposal demonstrates viability in the long-term through a business plan, and; 
	iii) the facilities are easily accessible to all residents 
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	Figure
	Protecting, Maintaining and Enhancing Community Facilities 
	MAP Q 
	Braunton Community Facilities 
	Figure
	Figure
	Protecting, Maintaining and Enhancing Community Facilities 
	MAP R 
	MAP R 

	Knowle Community Facilities 
	Figure
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	Figure
	Protecting, Maintaining and Enhancing Community Facilities 
	4.8 Justification 
	4.81 This policy supports the Local Plan policies ST12 and ST22 providing specificity at the Parish Level. It is to protect the use of the buildings in question as community facilities rather than the specific service currently provided. 
	4.82 Community facilities providing the services and amenities necessary for local people are essential and enhance the quality of life in the parish. The amenities and facilities within Braunton village are highly valued, well used and should be protected and enhanced where possible. The Parish Hall and the Work Hub are both oversubscribed venues, with the museums and countryside centre being used year-round by residents and visitors alike. 
	4.83 Caen Medical Centre has a practice list of 12600 patients (against a Parish resident population of 8326) and the now sole local pharmacy struggles to meet the demand for prescriptions. 
	4.84 Across the wider parish community facilities are very limited and residents would welcome more local facilities. Consultation provided evidence of concerns about any loss or reduction of facilities; rather highlighting the need for an increase, particularly in health and education facilities, in the light of a population increase resulting from significant housing development. 
	4.84 Across the wider parish community facilities are very limited and residents would welcome more local facilities. Consultation provided evidence of concerns about any loss or reduction of facilities; rather highlighting the need for an increase, particularly in health and education facilities, in the light of a population increase resulting from significant housing development. 
	4.85 The need for additional facilities for children and young people was also strongly expressed. 

	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 92, 93, 95 
	• NDTLP ST12, ST22 
	Figure
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	Figure
	Protection and Enhancement of Local Green Spaces 
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	BE7 
	1. Our locally valued green spaces as identified on Maps S and T are designated as Local Green Space. Consultation for the Plan showed that open green spaces are highly valued by the residents of Braunton Parish for recreation, children’s play and enjoyment of the outdoors and nature. 
	Green Space 
	1) Memorial gardens 
	2) Land around overflow carpark, village green, Tarka Trail from anchor to Georgeham Cross 
	3) Velator Quay 
	4) Mowstead Park 
	5) Tarka Trail from sidings to Velator Crossing 
	6) Batts Meadow alongside Tarka Trail 
	6) Batts Meadow alongside Tarka Trail 
	7) Station Close grassed area 
	8) Land south of Batts Meadow 
	9) Ralph Green 
	10) Pixie Dell Green 
	11) Westmead Green 
	12) The Beacon/West Hill 
	13) Land Adjacent to Velator Way 
	14) Roundabouts 1 & 2 (nature reserves) 
	15) Wooded Area adjacent to Knowle Industrial Estate comprising of Deans Copse, Pollards Wood, Blackwell Wood 
	16) Dyers Close Green 
	17) Victorian Quarry 
	17) Victorian Quarry 
	Playing Fields 

	18) Exeter Road Recreational Ground ‘The Rec’ 
	-

	19) Tweedies Playing Field 
	20) Playing Field (belonging to Braunton Parish Council) adjacent to Caen School 
	21) Braunton Bowling Club 
	22) Braunton Cricket Club 
	23) Lobb Playing Fields 
	24) Knowle Community Field Playgrounds 
	25) Chaloners Road play park 
	26) Homer Road play ground 
	27) Pill Gardens play park 
	28) Knowle Play Park 
	29) Caen View Playground Allotments 
	30) Allotments at Limetree 
	31) South View 

	Figure
	Protection and Enhancement of Local Green Spaces 
	2. These areas will be protected for the reasons and uses set out. Development proposals on or likely to impact on the sites will only be supported where they: 
	i) Maintain or enhance the existing 
	use and amenity value of the site 
	ii) Enhance the access to and use of the site where used for recreational purposes 
	iii) Have no adverse impact on the landscape or species of the site or (where unavoidable) satisfactorily mitigate such impact. 
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	Figure
	Protection and Enhancement of Local Green Spaces 
	Figure
	MAP S Braunton -Local Green Spaces 
	MAP S Braunton -Local Green Spaces 
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	Figure
	Protection and Enhancement of Local Green Spaces 
	Figure
	MAP T Knowle -Local Green Spaces 
	MAP T Knowle -Local Green Spaces 

	Figure
	Protection and Enhancement of Local Green Spaces 
	79 
	4.9 Justification 
	4.91 These local green spaces were initially identified by residents in first round of consultation and then subsequently verified with both Parish Council and residents in further consultations. National policy allows for the designation of Local Green Spaces. Such designation can only be made in specified circumstances and the designation has a similar effect on the management of land to Green Belt policy. 
	1

	4.92 Policies for managing development with the local green spaces should be consistent with those for the Green Belt and development should not be approved except in very special circumstances. 
	4.93 The twenty-nine areas in Policy BE7 have all been identified through the Public Consultations and meet the relevant criteria  as listed in the glossary and demonstrated in the Local Green Spaces Audit. 
	4.94 Consultation for the Plan showed that open green spaces are highly valued by the residents of Braunton Parish for recreation, children’s play and enjoyment of the outdoors and nature. 
	4.95 Public Consultation responses and Local Related National and Local policies Green Spaces Audit can be found on evidence 
	• NPPF paragraphs 98, 99, 101, 102, 103 
	• NPPF paragraphs 98, 99, 101, 102, 103 
	pages at 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 
	www.brauntonparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 


	• NDTLP DM09, DM10 

	The NPPF definition of Local Green Space can be found in the Glossary. 
	1 

	Figure
	Sect
	Figure

	Figure
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	BE8 
	Development proposals should demonstrate how they have taken into account the need for trees and other planting to enhance public spaces within the development. Proposals will be supported where: 
	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	The trees are of a species, size and massing appropriate to the immediate setting 

	ii) 
	ii) 
	Planting and trees in foliage allow adequate access to shops and other businesses by maintenance, refuse and delivery vehicles; and good access to ensure their management 

	iii) 
	iii) 
	Trees and planting areas are designed and contained in such a way as to prevent future problems from roots to the planting structure (where appropriate), paving surface and underground structures 


	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	Species are planted that are resilient to changes in climate and weather patterns 

	v) 
	v) 
	Trees and planting has been subject to a viability test demonstrating that their maintenance by a responsible body is viable in the long term 



	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 130, 131, 153, 154, 174, 179, 180 
	• NDTLP ST02, ST03 
	Figure
	4.10 Justification 
	4.10 Justification 
	4.101 Residents of Braunton Parish value our rural location and in consultation expressed fears of “creeping urbanisation” in the area. Lost trees and hedgerows cause concern, as does declining air quality, particularly in those settlements adjoining main roads. The appearance of Braunton village is considered important and residents are keen to maintain a “village feel”. 
	4.102 Any steps towards greening in the more urban areas of the parish and within new developments are encouraged. Community projects such as wildflower verges and tree planting initiatives will be welcomed. This policy works in conjunction with NE3 to achieve a minimum net gain of 10% in biodiversity. 
	4.103 Greening projects will contribute positively to the mental health of residents, improving biodiversity through encouraging wildlife back into urban areas. They will also act as natural factors in improving air quality locally. Such development will be firmly in line with the Parish’s commitment to tackling climate change and the implementation of the Devon Carbon Plan. 

	Figure
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	BE9 
	Where appropriate new development should be designed to enhance accessibility to local facilities and services, encouraging the use of active travel over motorised travel. Particular attention should be paid to: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	The travel hierarchy considered sequentially: pedestrian, cyclist, public transport user, other motor traffic 

	2. 
	2. 
	The creation of a “20 minute neighbourhood” ie. access to community facilities within a short walk or cycle 

	3. 
	3. 
	Any new or improved cycle and pedestrian routes that are provided or incorporated with development proposals should be designed, where feasible and viable, to: 


	i) Meeting the requirements set out in national and local guidance 
	i) Meeting the requirements set out in national and local guidance 
	ii) Be accessible for safe use by those using mobility scooters, wheelchairs, pushchairs and prams. 

	iii) Be designed to act as wildlife corridors. 
	iii) Be designed to act as wildlife corridors. 

	4. Reducing the volume and speed of motorised traffic, discouraging “rat runs” and changing priorities (as per hierarchy) at junctions to make walking and cycling safer, more pleasant alternatives. 
	Related National and Local Policies 
	Related National and Local Policies 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	NPPF : Section 9 Promoting sustainable transport 104 -108, 110 -112 

	• 
	• 
	NDTLP : ST22, BRA 


	Figure

	Figure
	82 
	4.11 Justification 
	4.111 Currently Braunton village centre and approaches are heavily orientated in favour of car usage with the needs of pedestrians subordinate to those of drivers. Pavements are often narrow and motorised traffic is prioritised at junctions. The Tarka Trail provides a major traffic free route but most other cycle facilities are substandard. The village suffers from being the main route to Ilfracombe (A361), Croyde & neighbouring beaches (B3231). Several streets, designed as residential access, suffer from a
	4.112 Knowle village, bisected by the A361 with national speed limit abutting the 30mph area on the downhill northern approach, is particularly susceptible to speeding traffic. The current crossing facilities are inadequate given the nature of traffic on A361 which serves as a barrier between the residential area to the east and the footpaths and open spaces to the west. 
	4.113 The idea of the '20-minute neighbourhood' (also known as 15-minute cities) has grown with interest around the world, especially since the COVID-19 pandemic put a spotlight on the importance of the liveability of our parish. 
	4.114 Describing a complete, compact and connected neighbourhood, where people can meet their everyday needs within a short walk or cycle, the idea of the 20-minute neighbourhood presents multiple benefits including boosting local economies, improving people’s health and wellbeing, increasing social connections in communities, and tackling climate change. Town and Country Planning Guidance can be found at this link 
	https://tcpa.org.uk/collection/the-20 
	https://tcpa.org.uk/collection/the-20 
	-minute-neighbourhood/ 


	Figure
	4.115 The benefits of active travel are well recognised as summarised in these exerts from Working together to promote active travel (PHE, 2016): “Walking and cycling are good for our physical and mental health. Switching more journeys to active travel will improve health, quality of life and the environment, and local productivity, while at the same time reducing costs to the public purse. These are substantial ‘win-wins’ that benefit individual people and the community as a whole. Health-promoting transpo
	4.115 The benefits of active travel are well recognised as summarised in these exerts from Working together to promote active travel (PHE, 2016): “Walking and cycling are good for our physical and mental health. Switching more journeys to active travel will improve health, quality of life and the environment, and local productivity, while at the same time reducing costs to the public purse. These are substantial ‘win-wins’ that benefit individual people and the community as a whole. Health-promoting transpo
	Working together to promote active travel 
	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/ 
	https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/ 
	government/uploads/system/uploads/ 


	attachment_data/file/523460/ 
	attachment_data/file/523460/ 
	attachment_data/file/523460/ 
	Workng_Together_to_Promote_Active 
	Travel_A_briefing_for_local_authorities.pdf 
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	Figure
	4.116 Improved infrastructure for active travel along with re-prioritisation of road space and junctions will increase levels of active travel with reductions in motorised traffic, carbon emissions, noise and air pollution whilst improving health & social interaction and benefitting the local economy. 
	4.117 Guidance for local authorities on designing high-quality, safe cycle infrastructure can be found on the Government web site: 
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle
	https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle
	-

	infrastructure-design-ltn-120 


	4.118 The Department for Transport published in July 2021 its Decarbonising Transport: A Better Greener Britain. This strategy aims for England to have a world class walking and cycling network by 2040 and that half of all journeys in towns and cities will be cycled or walked by 2030. 
	https:// 
	https:// 


	assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/ 
	assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/ 
	assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/ 
	system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/ 
	decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf 


	4.119 There does not appear to be any cycle specific design guidance at county or district level hence this policy. 
	4.119 There does not appear to be any cycle specific design guidance at county or district level hence this policy. 
	4.1110 This policy should be considered in conjunction with Policy NE5 Protecting the Footpath, Bridlepath & Cycle path Network. 

	Figure
	Figure
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	BE10 
	Proposals for all new major housing, employment and retail developments and the expansion of existing employment and retail premises or small scale housing proposals which are likely to generate additional vehicle movements into and out of the site should demonstrate as part of a Transport Assessment or Transport Statement how vehicular access into and out of the site and circulation within the site will mitigate impacts of additional traffic onto the local road network (including permeability, safety, jour
	4.12 Justification 
	4.121 This policy supports the Local Plan policies ST02, ST06, ST08, ST10, DM05, but while NDC Planning guidance 
	4.121 This policy supports the Local Plan policies ST02, ST06, ST08, ST10, DM05, but while NDC Planning guidance 
	() details a number of issues that a Transport 
	www.northdevon.gov.uk/planning-and-building
	www.northdevon.gov.uk/planning-and-building
	-

	control/making-a-planning-application/the-local-list/ 
	additional-information


	Assessment should address, it does not require an applicant to consider the impact of additional traffic onto the local road network. 

	4.122 Devon’s Climate Change Plan cites “Transport accounts for 31% of Devon’s greenhouse gas (GHG) sector is the single largest emitter of GHG across the County, which also reflects the UK-wide position. Addressing the challenge will require a combination of behavioural, policy and technological changes. The movement of people, as opposed to goods, accounts for around two thirds of all transport emissions. Whilst all areas of transport must decarbonise, and do so rapidly, transforming how we move about Dev
	emissions.21 The 

	4.123 Braunton Parish has seen and is seeing growing traffic volumes – the cumulative effect being increasing congestion and use of narrow lanes as rat runs. It is no longer just major developments of 10 or more dwellings that are impacting traffic flows across the Parish, therefore all development that generates additional traffic movement should require a Transport Assessment or Planning Statement as part of the planning application documentation required. 
	4.123 Braunton Parish has seen and is seeing growing traffic volumes – the cumulative effect being increasing congestion and use of narrow lanes as rat runs. It is no longer just major developments of 10 or more dwellings that are impacting traffic flows across the Parish, therefore all development that generates additional traffic movement should require a Transport Assessment or Planning Statement as part of the planning application documentation required. 
	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 104 -109 
	• NDTLP ST02, ST06, ST08, ST10, DM05 
	Figure
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	Figure
	4.124 Existing traffic data is limited for routes in and around Braunton. Information provided as the result of a freedom of information request to Devon County Council in early 2022 detailed traffic flow and speed data for permanent Automated Traffic Counters (ATC’s) on the A361 to the north of Church Street at the Northern extent of Braunton Village, The B3231 Saunton Road and the A361 Ashford to the South of the village which forms the main route between Braunton and Barnstaple. 
	4.125 Whilst the Ashford counter is outside of the Parish boundary it helps to build a picture of traffic flow through the village. The three tables set out the key statistics from these counters and key points the data raises. 
	4.126 Tables 1, 2 and 3 detail annual average daily and monthly totals of traffic volumes for each of the automated traffic 
	counters as well as average, mean and 85percentile traffic speed. 
	th 

	4.127 All the tables show an increase in traffic volume between 2017 and 2021 and that speed limits are not adhered to. 
	4.128 These figures appear to support residents views that traffic is increasing with associated speeding issues. 
	4.128 These figures appear to support residents views that traffic is increasing with associated speeding issues. 

	Figure
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	Figure
	Vehicle Movement Assessments 
	Figure
	Table 1 Details annual average daily and monthly average daily traffic volumes for the period 2017-2021 at A361 North of Church Street Braunton 
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	Figure
	Vehicle Movement Assessments 
	Figure
	Table 2 Details annual average daily and monthly average daily traffic volumes for the period 2017-2021 at B3231 Saunton Road West of Braunton 
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	Figure
	Vehicle Movement Assessments 
	Figure
	Table 3 Details annual average daily and monthly average daily traffic volumes for the period 2017-2021 at A361 Ashford South of 
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	Figure
	Improving Transport Accessibility and Connectivity 
	BE11 
	Map U identifies the principal transport and accessibility constraints that arise from the village of Braunton being a key gateway to the North Devon’s coastal resorts of Saunton, Croyde and Putsborough, and its AONB. 
	The junction between Exeter Road/Caen Street will be reviewed with a view to providing improved and safer pedestrian access and possible daytime pedestrianisation of Caen Street and Heanton Street will be explored. 
	Where relevant, development proposals will be supported which: 
	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	Support pedestrianisation of Caen Street and Heanton Street and 

	TR
	appropriate environmental enhancements and/or improvements 

	ii) 
	ii) 
	Deliver identified opportunities and/or resolve identified constraints 

	iii) 
	iii) 
	Do not erode key features contribution to the built and 

	TR
	landscape character of Braunton village and its Parish 


	iv) Do not exacerbate identified constraints or satisfactorily mitigate adverse impacts which arise from the proposal 
	iv) Do not exacerbate identified constraints or satisfactorily mitigate adverse impacts which arise from the proposal 

	v) Contribute positively to reducing, adapting to and mitigating the locally generated impacts which contribute to climate change 
	Sect
	Figure

	Figure
	Figure
	Improving Transport Accessibility and Connectivity 
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	4.13 Justification 
	4.131 There is significant traffic flow on A361 Barnstaple to Ilfracombe and growing local volumes due to ongoing development. The geographic location of Braunton village means that there are particular issues in relation to the cumulative effects of significant levels of development in Ilfracombe, Croyde and Georgeham. This is clearly evidenced by the long queues of traffic at the main crossroads in Braunton village, with vehicles backing up on the A361 and the B3231. 
	4.132 Braunton is the only area in North Devon that is designated as an Air Quality Management Area. The designated area incorporates the area  encompassing the B3231 in Braunton, in between the A361 junction known as "The Square" in the middle of the village, and the Village Green. The B3231 runs past Caen Primary School. 
	4.133 Details of Braunton’s Air Quality Management Area can be found on North Devon District Council’s web site. 
	https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air
	https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air
	https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/environment/air
	-

	quality/air-quality-management-and-monitoring/ 


	4.134 There is also now local evidence of poor air quality being recorded on Wrafton Road, which runs past Southmead Primary School and Braunton Academy, and Heanton Street that runs down to the main A361 junction. 
	https://lovebraunton.org/air-quality/ 
	https://lovebraunton.org/air-quality/ 
	https://lovebraunton.org/air-quality/ 
	https://lovebraunton.org/air-quality/ 



	4.135 A key feature of the corridors used as alternative routes to avoid the main Braunton junction (as shown on Map U) is that they are through the older residential parts of the village including the Conservation area. These streets have no pavements and in many instances on street parking takes place as residents have no off street parking facilities. Consequently, their use as an alternative route by vehicles impacts both the safety and amenity of residents. 
	4.136 Braunton Parish’s Master Planning Document will provide guidance as to how the village wants to improve accessibility, particularly for pedestrians to the village of Braunton. 
	4.136 Braunton Parish’s Master Planning Document will provide guidance as to how the village wants to improve accessibility, particularly for pedestrians to the village of Braunton. 
	4.137 This policy should be considered in conjunction with Policy BE10. 
	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 92, 93 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	National Air Quality Strategy 

	• 
	• 
	North Devon Local Air Quality Action Plan • NDTLP ST02, ST08, ST10, ST22, ST23 


	Figure

	Figure
	Improving Transport Accessibility and Connectivity 
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	Braunton main junction A361 indicated within the red circle. Red lines and flow arrows denote road used to bypass the main junction and queue jump the tailbacks. 
	MAP U Braunton village principal transport and accessibility constraints 
	Figure
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	Figure
	Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity for Public Use 
	2. Development proposals which involve Related National and Local Policies 
	BE12 
	the loss of vehicle parking spaces (shown 
	the loss of vehicle parking spaces (shown 
	• NPPF paragraphs 93,99,108 
	1. Existing land in the Parish presently 
	on map V), including public and private 

	dedicated to car parking as listed below 
	car parks, will only be supported if: 
	car parks, will only be supported if: 
	• NDTLP ST12, Paragraph 10.156 

	will be protected for that purpose. 
	i) the equivalent capacity is 
	i) the equivalent capacity is 

	1) Challoners Road 
	1) Challoners Road 
	provided elsewhere in the 

	village (preferably within close 
	village (preferably within close 
	village (preferably within close 
	2) Dyers Close 
	proximity of the existing site); or 


	3) Caen Street 
	ii) existing parking capacity can be 
	ii) existing parking capacity can be 

	4) Crow Point clearly shown to be in excess of community requirements; or 
	5) Exeter Road 
	iii) the facility is repurposed to 
	iii) the facility is repurposed to 

	6) Caen Shopping Centre 
	6) Caen Shopping Centre 
	provide alternative community 

	7) Velator Quay facilities. 
	Sect
	Figure

	Figure
	Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity for Public Use 
	4.14 Justification 
	4.141 Braunton village is a main centre and is a destination for residents and tourists who largely depend on private vehicles for transport. 
	4.142 The main car park for Braunton is centrally located off Caen Street (see map V). It is an important asset to the local community, providing parking for residents (through annual permits) and parishioners and is essential to the functionality of the village as a visitor destination. Its use as a car park will be safeguarded and its capacity maintained unless clearly in excess of community requirements. The car park is adjacent to several community facilities including the Medical Centre, public toilets
	4.143 The western border of the car park abuts the Tarka Trail and the River Caen. Should car parking capacity become surplus to requirements (through the proposed shift to active travel and public transport in policy BE9), the land presently forming the westerly aspect of the car park should remain a community facility and could be repurposed to provide increased biodiversity within a recreational/picnic/ playground area (or other facility as deemed appropriate by the community) adjacent to the Tarka Trail
	-

	4.144 There are growing issues with insufficient car parking associated with beach use by both local residents and visitors, specifically at Saunton. 
	4.145 In the event of potential sites for additional car parking being brought forward that would alleviate and help to address the existing problems identified by the local community, due consideration should be given to them subject to satisfying other policies within the plan. 
	92 
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	Figure
	Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity for Public Use 
	MAP V 
	MAP V 
	Parish Car Parks 

	Figure
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	Figure
	Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity for Public Use 
	Figure
	MAP W Braunton Village Centre -Car Parks 
	MAP W Braunton Village Centre -Car Parks 
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	Figure
	Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity for Public Use 
	Figure
	MAP X Velator Quay -Car Park 
	MAP X Velator Quay -Car Park 
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	Figure
	Protecting Existing Car Parking Capacity for Public Use 
	Figure
	MAP Y Crow Point -Car Park 
	MAP Y Crow Point -Car Park 

	Figure
	Protection and Improvement of Air Quality 
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	BE13 
	1. Development proposals should contribute to the provision of cleaner air and reduce pollution by: 
	i) Evidencing compliance with policy BE9 of this plan 
	ii) minimising the impact of traffic congestion through the promotion and accessibility of public transport 
	iii) providing facilities for low-pollution transport, including safe cycle storage and vehicle charging (EV) 
	iv) incorporating plants, trees and shrubs in any landscaping scheme, and as far as possible, 
	v) replacing any trees or hedgerows which have to be removed 
	vi) controlling dust and emissions from industrial, farming, construction and demolition operations 
	2. 
	2. 
	2. 
	2. 
	Development proposals are encouraged where possible and practical that use renewable fuels/cleaner technologies. 


	3. 
	3. 
	Proposals submitted for any development must be in accordance with the requirements of North Devon and Torridge Council’s “Air Quality Supplementary Planning Document”. Proposal should be accompanied by an Air Quality Impact Assessment providing appropriate evidence that demonstrates that the proposed development would not lead to: 


	i) further deterioration of the air quality in Braunton’s AQMA where the air quality already does not meet the legal requirements for air quality measures such as particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 
	i) further deterioration of the air quality in Braunton’s AQMA where the air quality already does not meet the legal requirements for air quality measures such as particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 
	i) further deterioration of the air quality in Braunton’s AQMA where the air quality already does not meet the legal requirements for air quality measures such as particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 
	ii) deterioration of the air quality in any part of Braunton Parish such that the air quality measures such as particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) ceases to meet the legal requirements for air quality. 

	iii) it must be satisfactorily demonstrated that any development which would have consequences for the Air Quality Management Area, is consistent with the current Air Quality Action Plan. 
	Figure
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	Figure
	Protection and Improvement of Air Quality 
	4.15 Justification 
	4.151 Air quality continues to be of concern to residents. Braunton has North Devon’s only Air Quality Management Area and subsequent Air Quality Action Plan. The NDC Annual Report recognises that “Braunton AQMA remains in designation, and with increased development within the district and ever increasing vehicle numbers travelling within the district the council will continue to liaise with relevant stakeholders to protect and improve local conditions.” 
	4.152 The NDC Annual Report 2020 shows that the measures of nitrogen dioxide (NO2), which within North Devon is primarily from vehicles using the road network, are consistently higher in Braunton than in Barnstaple, Newport, Ilfracombe, South Molton and Bickington. 
	Air quality management and monitoring 
	Air quality management and monitoring 
	Air quality management and monitoring 
	(northdevon.gov.uk) 


	4.153 NPPF paragraph 174 Section E states that planning policies and decision should aim to minimise pollution. The NPPF Guidance (PPG) details light pollution considerations and factors to be considered in development proposals. The 2008 Ambient Air Quality Directive sets legally binding limits for concentrations in outdoor 
	4.153 NPPF paragraph 174 Section E states that planning policies and decision should aim to minimise pollution. The NPPF Guidance (PPG) details light pollution considerations and factors to be considered in development proposals. The 2008 Ambient Air Quality Directive sets legally binding limits for concentrations in outdoor 
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-quality--3 
	https://www.gov.uk/guidance/air-quality--3 


	air of major air pollutants that impact public health such as particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 

	4.154 NPPF Paragraph 186 highlights that planning policies should take account of the presence of Air Quality Management Areas and the cumulative impacts on air quality from individual sites in local areas 
	4.154 NPPF Paragraph 186 highlights that planning policies should take account of the presence of Air Quality Management Areas and the cumulative impacts on air quality from individual sites in local areas 

	4.155 This policy seeks to ensure that all development is located and designed so as not to result in a harmful or cumulative impact upon air quality. Active consideration will be given to proposals that address poor air quality and improve the existing situation. 
	4.156 For the purposes of this policy major development is as defined in the Town and Country Planning (Management Procedures) (England) Order 2010 as ten or more dwellings or a site size of 0.5 hectares or more. 
	4.156 For the purposes of this policy major development is as defined in the Town and Country Planning (Management Procedures) (England) Order 2010 as ten or more dwellings or a site size of 0.5 hectares or more. 
	Related National and Local Policies 
	• NPPF paragraphs 105, 112 174, 186 
	• NDTLP DM02 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	NDTLP Supplementary Planning Document Air Quality – September 2020 

	• 
	• 
	Braunton’s Air Quality Management 



	Figure
	Figure
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	BE14 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Any proposals which require planning permission should avoid light pollution and protect the night-time environment of the intrinsically dark areas across the Parish given its proximity to the North Devon AONB, location within the UNESCO Biosphere and the natural environment’s night time wildlife. 

	2. 
	2. 
	External lighting levels should be designed to minimise light pollution and only used where lighting is required to: 


	3. 
	3. 
	3. 
	All new development should 
	Related National and Local Policies 

	TR
	demonstrate how it has been designed 

	TR
	to avoid light pollution by providing a 
	• NPPF paragraph 185 

	TR
	Light Impact Assessment and adherence to the Braunton Parish Design Code 07(g). Proposals that use unscreened external 
	• Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 

	TR
	and internal lighting will not be supported. 
	• North Devon Coast AONB Management Plan https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/about/ 
	• North Devon Coast AONB Management Plan https://www.northdevon-aonb.org.uk/about/ 


	TR
	management-plan-2019-2024 
	management-plan-2019-2024 


	TR
	• NDTLP ST02, ST14, DM08A 


	i) 
	i) 
	i) 
	Ensure road safety in areas where there is a risk to pedestrians and cyclists 

	ii) 
	ii) 
	Deter criminal activity 

	iii) 
	iii) 
	Light entrances to buildings used after dark 

	iv) 
	iv) 
	Provide lighting for evening sporting activities 

	v) 
	v) 
	Support the night-time economy including lighting for farmers needing to work at night. 


	Figure
	100 
	Figure
	4.16 Justification 
	4.161 This policy encourages proposals that conserve and enhance the distinctive rural character of the Parish. It seeks to prevent light pollution and protect the night-time views of the landscape and its intrinsically dark areas. 
	4.162 The extent of dark skies across Braunton Parish can be seen on light pollution maps, such as the one at 
	https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/ 
	https://www.nightblight.cpre.org.uk/ 


	maps 
	maps 
	maps 


	4.163 The majority of the neighbourhood area has dark skies that should be protected from harmful light spill. 
	4.164 The Policy recognises that artificial light offers valuable benefits to residents: safety, finding one’s way around, preventing crime, facilitating sport and the night-time economy. However inappropriate artificial lighting can contribute to a range of problems: it gives the village an urban feel, it detracts from the enjoyment of the night sky, it can cause health problems and can also impact the normal behaviour of wildlife. 
	4.165 Light pollution is primarily about light escaping from dwellings, premises and street lighting. Light pollution can be prejudicial to human health and a statutory nuisance, as recognised in the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 
	4.165 Light pollution is primarily about light escaping from dwellings, premises and street lighting. Light pollution can be prejudicial to human health and a statutory nuisance, as recognised in the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 

	4.166 Paragraph 185 of the NPPF encourages good design, planning policies and decisions to limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light. 
	4.167 The NPPF Guidance (PPG) details light pollution considerations and factors to be considered in development proposals. 
	Light pollution 
	Light pollution 
	-GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 


	4.168 Particular locations to be protected from artificial lighting are the locally valued sites of Biodiversity and Habitats listed in Policy NE1, Protection of the Parish Bat Population detailed Policy NE2 and landscapes listed in NE6 
	References: 
	References: 
	Bats and artificial lighting guidance note (2018) 
	https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/development-concerns-1 
	https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/development-concerns-1 
	https://www.bats.org.uk/advice/development-concerns-1 


	Figure
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